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AND SCHOOLS TEACH AGAINST
PROCRASTINATION!

Of course, in the business of managing and oper-
ating public institutions of learning, school boards
have many more serious problems at hand than those
presented by undernourished athletics in Ashland. But
there probably no other extra-curricular activity
that is so much a show-window for our schools as are
sports.

That is why the Miner recently pointed out the
laggard state of affairs at Ashland high school, where
the athletic field and equipment have not been kept
abreast of the times or in line with what other schools
are doing.

This week—for the first time in several seasons
the Ashland school board showed encouraging signs
of awakening when it advanced the high school ath-
letic department a hundred dollars, and also set aside
a sum of money for repair of dilapidated tennis courts.
Unimportant gestures, but nevertheless a step in the
right direction that will meet with the approval of
nearly every school-conscious resident of the district.

Ashland’'s school board may be hesitant to plan
any large-scale improvements to our athletic field and
tennis courts because of ‘“possible public reaction,”
but it is the opinion of the Miner that Ashland parents
do not want to see their youngsters take a back seat
with an accumulation of tumble-down athletic equip-
ment. The Miner believes Ashland taxpayers are not
niggardly about providing for their children

From an educational standpoint, Ashland high
school is one of the best. All regular courses are ac-
credited in schools of higher learning except music
and there is ample classroom space for all students.
But when it comes to keeping step in providing athletic
facilities, it is about time we faced the truth that
Ashland is shamefully behind its neighbors!

Ashland high school’'s football field now is the only
unlighted gridiron in northern California or southern
Oregon, is cramped for sideline space (although vacant
property adjacent to the field is available) and is
covered with a grinding, concrete-hard granite surface
that has been responsible for a number of unnecessary
bone fractures and other injuries to youngsters

Naturally, it will cost money to enlarge the field,
provide better stands and turf the granite, as well as
install lights for night games (which have paid for
themselves in every city where erected). But such
improvements, if well planned and carried out over a
reasonable period of time, need not be particularly
expensive. Vacant lots next to the present field will
never be more easily available, nor will the school
board always have federal aid for like projects in such
liberality as now.

It seems that students of athletic age and tempera-
ment are expected to go out and do or die for the glory
and pleasure of Ashland-—and they do a fine job of it
They practice many long hours, work hard and risk
serious personal injury to give us football and basket-
ball teams that make the rest of us proud of our
schools and our community. The kids get out there
and work hard to gain respect.

18

Which makes us wonder, are our school athletes,

the ONLY ONES in Ashland who've got guts enough
to keep us on the sports map?
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PINBALL OPERATORS DEFEATED THEMSELVES

Whether pinball operators win or lose in present
courtroom skirmishes over reinstatement of the gam-
bling devices, it is agreed to be an almost certainty
that marble boards are definitely on the way out.

The pinball operators themselves determined that
conclusion months ago. The devices, when first intro-
duced, were operated with 10 balls for five cents, and
afforded the player considerable amusement while he
was donating his change to the syndicate.

But it wasn’t long, however, before greedy manu-
facturers and distributors divined that if 10-ball gad-
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@® Charlie Robertson desperately |
hunting for music for his Satur-
day night dance.

® Lucie Landen letting off steam
to the effect that the Waltz
Queens were non compos mentis,
or washed up or through or some- |
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really better than ever and will- |
ing to prove it. Now, Lucle!

® Marjorie Scobert in a dither
over waltz music which she must
play for the University Women's
fashion show. The Waltz Queens,
southern Oregon’'s only orchestra
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