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LIKE CHRISTMAS WITHOUT A SANTA CLALUN!

Albeit they are a bit noisy, lirecrackers are al
integral part of any enthusiastic observance ol inde-
penaence aay 1n America, and the popping papers nave
always been associated with youngsters celebration
of July 4.

According to Ashland fire and police officials, the
use of crackers during the holiday here in past years
has resulted in no menace Lo either property or limb
They have furnished many hours ol enjoyment lor
gleeful youngsters every summer and continuance ol

tnhe custom in Ashlanda has been one of this citys

strong drawing cards during 1ts lamous Fourth ull

July celebrations.

Kids—and their parents—deprived of the privilege
elsewhere, have grown to respect and appreciate the
Lithia City's tolerance and understanding atutude
toward the noisy manifestations of inborn patriotism
In many homes will the plea be heard, come July, “Dad,
let's go to Ashland over the holiday-—we can shoot
firecrackers there!”

The custom, banned in many localities
abuses by grown-ups of the toy explosives

because of
has been

effectively controlled and limited to good fun here. |
Only reasonable objection to the firecrackers is the)

intentional noise they make.

It would seem that Ashland’'s past custom of ac-
cepting the accompanying racket as part of its annual
attraction could be continued without causing an un
reasonable amount of inconvenlence to non-particl-
pants. We should be able to endure a day or so of
popping in a spirit of understanding indulgence with
celebrants. Good clean fun, sprinkled with good clean
noise, isn’'t so bad, and Ashland will attract both again
this July when its annual celebration arrives.

Of course, fireworks like anything else should be
used with certain restraint and moderation, and a
reasonable attitude on the part of residents toward
fireworks should be complemented by a reasonable
use of fireworks by local and visiting setter-offers.

Although many parents and older folks may sigh
“thank heaven for that,” July Fourth comes but once
a year and it is the occasion for one of the largest
crowds of visitors in the Lithia City. For the sake of a
good old American custom, and to encourage enthusias-
tic reception of significance of the day, Ashland well
can afford to continue to be outstanding in its hospi-
tality to red blooded citizens who want to come here to
“shoot off a cracker or two.”

After all, the fireworks won't make any worse
racket than do heavy, overloaded freight trucks that
lumber through the heart of town_all hours of the
night and morning. The poppers will be but a passing
fancy that will be short-lived but nevertheless enjoyed
by most people.

Fundamentally, the Fourth of July is a noisy oc-

casion and Ashland always has had the good grace|

to let it be so legally and has not followed custom of
other communities in making firecrackers contraband.
The poppers will be sold all over the county regard-
less, and children will be given protection of the law
and enforced regulation if Ashland permits their use
within city limits again.
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ABOUT CHURCHES FROM ONE
WHO SELDOM ATTENDS!

There seems to be a special fascination for edi-
torial writers to choose subjects about which they
know little or nothing, and this department of the
Miner is no exception.

In religious literature circulated in Ashland the
other day was printed a quotation from Isaiah, “All
we like sheep have gone astray-—we have turned every
one to his own way.”

A most interesting quotation, and true. Particu-
larly is it true of present day worship, which is divided
and subdivided into hundreds of sects, clans, isms
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lurr Christians, for no two of them agree completely
on just what is this intangible thing called religion
i Just how much is tradition, custom and empty
| gesture is hard to say but certainly all methods of
displaying faith have the same goal-—proper human
behavior here on earth. Many and varied are the ve
| hicles used to convey essence of the golden rule which
|after all, i1s a summation of all creeds. On this, all
faiths agree; different, chiefly, in the manner of ap
proaching their Utopia

! It i1s true that some religions have developed pon
{derous organizations and have amassed widespread
|chattels which absorb, of themselves, much of their
levotees’ energies. They have accomplished magnifi
cent things and have satisfied many people's desire

[saiah’s quotation about people being turned astray
each seeking his own way, may explain why there
are so many different kinds of religion today. For
‘.’tfh-r" all, the churches are not structures of stone and
| mortar, but are people and reflect their whims, fancies
land fashions.
| Rather than consider them as molds which shape
jour lives, we prefer the premise that churches are
monuments molded by the people. God may have
given life and faith, but we build and maintain
[our own houses of worship and they can either be a
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'SAVE 25%

on AutoInsurance

Including FIRE, THEFT, COLLISION }

\:UW you can save many dollars by financing your
“ Y new car purchase by the “Cash Buyer” plan
offered by the local bank you can save MANY
DOLLARS MORE by placing your fire, theft and |
collision insurance with the Oregon Mytual Fire
Insurance Company, which PAYS YOU 25% DIVI-
DENDS--saving you exactly one-fourth of what
you ordinarily would have to pay for car insurance!
A few minutes time will show you how and why this
saving can be yours. See

1. C. ERWIN

240 East Main Street Phone 21 |
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AUTOMOBILE

v’ Lowest financing cost.
v~ More convenient payments.
v Insurance placed locally

(with your own agent or broker)

i
hle to any individual having a satisfacior credit record

and steady income, who can supply one-third the cost of his

or her new or used car purchase price, erither in cash or by the
trade-in value of another automobile. This bank then

: sup ‘]ll“
the balance needed 10 make a cash deal i

Before Buying a New Car or Refinancing
Your Present One, Investigate This Plan at

* ASHLAND BRANCH »
THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK

OF PORTLAND
“PIRST NATIONAL BANK

WEST OF THE ROCKIES"

MEMBER FRDERAL

DEPOSIT INSURANCE __r:_;-!::nAHON




