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its quest for business, It always has
heen of necessity a fizhting instity
tion. Therein lles one of [ts malor
blds for fame. Llke a gay explorer
who finds each day's Journey a fresh
problem to tackle, the circus strug
gles against a perfect maze of dal-
ly entanglements that
like a

threaten to

ensnare It colossal Gulliver
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and It has fouzht grafting oMelinls
who threaten to dig up some ex
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The munagements for years have |
fought the argument that they take |
too much money out of town. Peo
ple overlo the f that every big |

circus spends a large sum In every
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city In which It plays.
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had dug their way throngh
Rivalry Used to Be Fierce,
Previous to 1920 most of the blg
clreus units battled with one nnv-

Do You Know—

That cigars a yard long are
common among the Indians
of the Amazon hinterland?
They are inveterate smok-
ers and the long cigars are
smoked by the whole tribe,
each cigar being passed from

mouth to mouth.

€ MeClure Newspaper Syndlcata
WNU Service.

competitor, copled the Siamese nal
bino hy applylng a generous coating
of white paint to unelothed parts

of a gray pachyderm. His elephant

was 8o much whiter than Barnuom's
that the publle declded Forepaugh
had the real article—uantil one day

during a street parade In Philadel
phia, when a cloudburst
the imposture,

Even then
refused to belleve

expu e

skeptieal
that Barnum's
white elephant was any more genn

show gners

Ine than the one they had seen
exposed, Somebody asked Darnum
what he wnas bllling as his chler

attraction that season. He smiled

and replled, “I've got a white ele
phant., Then and thers he sup
plled a distinetly American angle

to the age-old white-elephant allu
glon that to this day Is used to de
scribe something expensive which
cannot bhe disposed of to any ad
vantage,

The blg shows fought each other
until the summer of 1920, when n
great consolidation was effected
Now glx of the largest tent shows,
all Ringling-owned, contend for pn
tronage In friendly rivalry and try
to keep out of one another's way.

Most outsiders think that every |
clrcus plcks Its complete route nt
the beginning of each season, In
reality, they are routed only ahout
slx weeks In advance, Agents must
study crop and factory conditions,
epldemics of disease, and proximity
of rival attractlons, and must ar-
rapge to send the circus where |

Minneapolls The average In

sured mily has 30 per cent more
cash In the bank today thare It had
In 183, and has reduced the mort
gnge on Its home by 10 per cent In
the sawe two-year period, accord
ing to a survey of 10,000 policy
holder families by the Northwesl

ern Natlonal Life Insurance com
pany In Minneapolia

An average reserve of S04 per
family of cash on hand and In
banks, was reported as of the
spring of 1083 In response to the

Insurance company's questionnalre

S

this compares wittl fum

|

the remalning 50 per cent were
mortgaged,

The average amount of l1fe Insur-
ance owned per famlly was $7.710
In 18RS, and 385190 In 1045, an In
crense of 6.3 per eent

The avernge net worth of each

| family, Inecluding the equity In
home, but exclusive of |ife In-
surance, was 22053 In the spring
of 1003, and had risen to $1.440
two years later, the survey showed,
in Inerense In average wealth of
16 per cent The 10,0080 families

were selected at random from pol-

ey holder lists

A specinl survey of urban hous-
Ing conducted I, 61 eltles by the
United States Burean of Forelgn

L and Domestlie Comnerce showed a
lly at the present time, an Increase | woo0ion In the nvernge mortgage
of $108, or 30 cr cent. on owneroccupled homes of 3.20

A reduction In the slze of the | per cent from 1085 to 1034, The
average mortgags from $3,400 was | fact that the reduction for the twe
shown In the reports. Approximate: | years from ‘33 to '35 totaled 10,22

ly 40 per ecent of the policy hold
ers lovestigated were home own
ers; the avernge home valuation
was $5,301, Half of the homes

owned were clear of encumbrances ;

there 1s a probabllity of dolng good
business, Routing a clreus s a
business sclence.

Jusiness men In progressive clties

usunlly are glad to see a clreus
hilled for a visit to thelr commu
nity, It Is a bharometer of pros
perity, this nomadle canvas elty

with Its tremendous overhead, be
cause It ennnot aford to visit clties
which are In the throes of financlal
depression,

per cent In the Insurance company's
survey would seem to Indieate that
the average family 18 paylng off Its
obligations  at  an  Increasingly
rapld rate, the report concludes.
10,000,000 in Abyssinia
Ethiopia, or Abyssinia, has a to-
tal area of 350,000 square miles and
n population of 10000000, consist-
ing of Semitle Abyssinlans, Somalls,
Arabs, negroes and Indians, Very
little land Is cultivated, the (dea
of landed property scarcely belng
The rainfall, 30 to 40
inches, heaviest in midsummer, pro-

known,

vides mueh of the water for tha
annual overtflow of the Nlle 'n
Egypt,




