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F AN Imagzinative child could
I be transported from a visit to
an American toy to the
midst of an Australian eucalyptus

shop

forest, and there shown for the first |

time the Australlan native bear, or
Koala, climbing among the branches
and nibbling the leaves, he would
be hard to convince that the teddy
bears he nhad been Inspecting had
not been brought magically to life;
for the Koala, with his round roly
poly body, short arms and pointed
nose, 18 the living prototype of the
Jolly toy bear that make
Christmas morning merry In many
an American nursery,

Koalas are found In eastern and
southeastern Australia, but do not
occur on any of the nelghboring Is-
lands or In the western half of the

helps

continent. They were probably
once the most common animals In
the Australlan bush, but about 40
years ago a wldespread epldemie
overtook them and they died by
thousands.

They also were hunted extensive.

iy for the sake of thelr warm, thick |

fur, and as a result are now ex-
tinct In New South Wales, A few
hundred are stlll to be found In
Victorla, In ecarefully protected lo
calitles, and a fair number remaln
in Queensland. Little is known of
the nature of the disease that so
nearly exterminated them, but
study is being given the suhject,
now, with a view to preserving the
remalins of this formerly numerous
species,

The koala 18 one of the most In-
teresting of Australlan animals. He
has a thick, graylsh-colored fur, a
prominent black nose, and stands
about two feet high. A good specl
men welghs about 20 pounds, He
Is one of the most Inoffensive ani
mals Iimaginable, dolng no harm or
damage to anyone or anything.

He Lives in Trees.

Essentlally an arboreal and maln
ly nocturnal anlmal, he spends his
time In the branches of certaln
specles of eucalyptus trees, where
he feeds at night upon the tender
young leaves. [If approached, he
will sit and stare at the Intruder
with a surprised expression, and
only {f danger threatens he will
c¢limb to the topmost branches, He
i1s rather Inactlve, especially In
summer, and often sits In the fork
of a tree, sleeping the daylight
hours away. The adult males are
fond of perching themselves on a
dead 1lmb at the top of a tall tree,
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They have five toes on each foot,

and each toe Is armed with a
curved, needle-sharp claw., The
toes are In groups of twos and

threes, the two claws beiug In the
form of a double thumb. They are
thus enabled to climb easlly and
also to grasp the branches of a
tree and pull them down for the
purpose of feeding on the leaves,

Even an Iron telegraph post offers
no obhstacle to thelr climbing pow
and they have been seen sit.
ting among the wires on
one, although it Is difficult to say
what motive took them Into such a
position. A tall flagstaff seems to
present an (rresistible temptation,
and even In the windlest of days
they climb such posts to perch on
the top.

The leaves of certaln kinds of
the Australlan eucalyptus (gum
trees) form thelr staple dlet, al-
though occaslonally they feed on
the barks of certaln trees and on
sphagnum moss, perhaps as a tonle
or medicine, They never drink wa
ter In a state of nature, but are
apparently able to obtaln enough
molsture from feeding on the juley
gum shoots from which the com-
mercial encalyptus oll 1s extracted.

Make Delightful Pets.

Koalas are such qualnt and at-
tractive little creatures that they
are much In demand as household
pets. They are very easlly tamed,
but as they grow older they are
careless of the fact that their claws
have needle-llke sharpness, which
will eawslly penetrate the thickest
and strongest cloth.

Although when living In the bush
they take no llquid, in ecaptivity
they quickly acquire a taste for
weak sweetened tea and starchy
foods, This depravity 1s the cause
of thelr undolng, for If given such
things In mistaken kindness they
soon begin to lose condition and In
a few months die from Indigestion
Even when fed only on enecalyptus
leaves, they are difficult to keep
allve In captivity.

Because of thelr unique Interest
and the difficulty of keeplng them
allve In confinement, and because
of their now decreased numbers,
the Victorlan government strictly
forblds their capture. But, In or-
der that they may be seen under
normal eonditions, they are grado.
ally being established In sultable
places where there Is an abundance
and varlety of their natural foods.
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It Is now possible, within n
hour of Melbourne, with
maore than a Inhabltants,
s¢¢ the Koala In his natlve gom
trees, and It s hoped, through the
exerclse of striet protective mens
ures, to preserve this Interesting
lHttle anlma) for posterity

“Joey" Reared In Pouch.

The Koala Is a marsuplal,
Ing a pouch In which the
cub=—"Joey.” In the lenguage of the
bush—after birth In a very Ifmmn
ture state, 1s sheltered and fed for
some months When about six
inches In length, It gradually
leavea the and Its
time In Its mother's nnt
the mother, beennse

ran
milllon

hav
wingle

ponch spenils
ArMmA
clasped by whe
needs all her toes for hanging onto
the trees, but to her thick
fur by means of Its own sharp little
claws, This s the usual
of the young until It Is blg enongh
to look after itself: but If danger
threatens, necessitating active
cllmbing on the part of the mother
the youngster qulckly
around upon her back. so as not to
hamper her movements, There It
hangs on securely while she climbs
to safety.
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Konlas are, as a rule, sllent, but
when frightened or annoyed will
cry very much [ike a child. In some

of thelr hablts they closely resemhble
beings A mother bear has
been to cuf her lttle one
probably for some transgression of
bush Iaw, until It erled as If broken
hearted.

Contrary to what one might think,
the bears are very unsocliahle
among themselves. It Is extremely
rare to find more than one In a
tree, unless It be a very large tree
Even where they are falrly abun

human
seen

dant they seem to prefer a solltary |

life,
A few years ago a numher were

placed on an Island for thelr bet.
ter protection, and when visited
later had seattered over the whole
extent of the place, none helng |
closer than 200 or S00 yards to
another,

Sparrow Hawk's Diet
The sparrow hawk's dlet conslsts
of less than one-fifth of 1 per cent
of game birds and no poultry. More
than 50 per cent of Its diet 1s com
posed of Insects and 25.4 per cent
of mice and other small mammals,

WHAT DANNY MOUSE WAS
DOING

A LI the time Nm Y| \
‘ Mouse at home on the Green
Mendows was worrving herselt al
most sick because [anny Mendow
Mouse didn't come h [ I
himsell was too bhusy w (I |

| troubles to even think of Nanny
He had been i 3 !
log by Billy Mh and then |
had been frightened awny by M

Buster Stopped and Raked Owver
Some Leaves With His Great
Paws,

Hooty the Owl, who had then N

away to hunt for a wean nni

er part of the Green | est Lhis

had been Danny's chance to get out

| of that hollow log and he had madd
the most of It

He had run hls fastest u he

just had to stop breath o 1

rest a little Youn know [

legs are short, and though he car

run fast for a short distance, |

eannot run far without resting 11

crept under a plle of leaves to re

cover his breath and think what to
do next. It Is hard work to thir

when you are out of breath. Dan
ny found it so. When at last he
had stopped panting he began to
conslder what to do next, Never

Sleuths of Uncle Sam
War on Counterfeiters

While the secret service, charged
with protection of the currency of
the United States, 18 always alert In
the war against counterfelters, pres
ent conditions have necessitated even
greater vigllance,

Two factors have led to a substan-
tial Increase In counterfelting. First,
there was the repeal of prohibition,
with a resultant seeking of other
Aelds by bootleggers. Second, the de
pression has caused the reduction of
the “market™ for “suckers” In con.
fidence-ganme manipulations, and
therefore the necessity for the so-
called “slickers” to turn to other
methods of Income., Acting Chlef
Joseph E. Murphy, of the Unlited
States secret service, says that, be-
cause of the peculiar economle con
ditlons, counterfeliting Is today on the
high tide,

Great success, however, has at-
tended the efforts of the secret serv-
lce agalnst the bogus-money entre-
preneurs. The recent arrest In New
York of Viector Lustlg, alins “the
Count,” illustrates the thoroughness
of the methods used,

Secret service records show that
In Aprll, 1927, the Count, who has a
long police record In this and Euro-
pean countries, escaped from the
Crown Polnt, Ind,, jall. He turned to

counterfelting when he found other
operations Incking In prolits,

In December, 1033 Investigntion re
vealed that Lustig
the output of counterfell notes, some

of which were found In the home of

wns Interested In

a Chleago printer named Davis. The
search for the count extended Into
severnl states, and ended In his ar

rest In New York city, where he was
pleked up.

The trall terminated In a
Square subway statlon locker
poliee and federal agents digscovered
a collection of steel, copper nnd glass

Times

plates representing many types of
government paper money, |
Sometimes unusual methods are

nsed In passging connterfeits,
ly, when a woman In New York,
owed a $2.500 ndvertised
In a newspaper to sell a bracelet and
some dlamonds, she was
by faclle-tongued erooks, They bought
her jewelry for 22 $£100 bllls, which
were bogus.
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Highway to the Arctics
There are some very nd
vocates of the proposed highway
from the state of Washington to
Alaska. It willl be 2,225 long
and will open up 370,000,000 acres of
land along Its length,
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The First Sewing Machiae
The
probably

tirst machine was
nan Englishman
named ‘Thomas Salnt, who recelved
July 17, 170, Thomas
Salnt's patent was discovered with.

sewing

mnde by

In recent years by a searcher
imong the patent archives of the
British patent oflice, where It had

Inln unnoticed for almost a century

Isane M. Singer, In 1551, patented
n sewing machine having a fixed
overhanding arm and a vertieal

needle, but his most lmportant con
tribution was the presser foot with

|n ylelding spring.

THAT’S SOMETHING

Frosh—Do you think a eclassical
eduention helps a man?

Soph—8Surely It helps him to
forget his own troubles by think

ing about those of the Greeks and
Romuns,




