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COMICS AND FEATURES

“PIONEERING” MOVEMENT INTO ALASKA

By WILLIAM C, UTLEY

ROBABLY cauntlexs Line
since depression and drouth
struck suby mn I nilw
ind poor fa ( I
farmers and thelr fan ‘ discour- |
iged and In pome destitute, |
nave prayed for n hnnee to go
NWhRY » new " nywliere il
start all over agah th notl [
more perhiaps 1) LT trength «
thelr hands and a few fundamenta
pleces of equipme but with n
clean sinte and N equa for
for all,
In one of the t spechng i
experiments irn | t
yet  devised thie Fe 1 K.
gency Rellef co In 1
to determine whether a
EWer to that praver
the solutlon to the i r's
in many swdvanced easen of
nomie collnpmwse
The FERA il N)
from drouth-str en f i |
northern Minnesota, \
Michignr familles w ! Just
about glven up nll [
ngaln makl n the
farms, herding and a T
of thelr effects Into » nd ship
ing them AWARY 1o a birand new
stnke and a new { I Alaskn
Here In g ind  wl I "
of them s one so cold that les
cream bars pre named It, »
wild that most of the fo ot
nists of Eskimos, caribou and griz
zledd prosapectors panning for vl
But they care not For them =t
is the land of new | e nand In 1
they are going to bulld & Utopia
in the wilderness. where eoverybhody
starts from scratch and where, they
Are certain, reward wlll ecome In |
actual proportion to sweat and sin
cerity of efMort
The exodus has, In newspaper ae
counts somew hot enlored, hesieny
called the “exiling of famllles to
bleak territorinl outpost infer
ring a parallel to the e of Rus
mian peasants Into Siberia it s
not like that at all. Nobody has to

g0 who doesn’'t want to
hody In the party seems to be
tickled to death of the chance

anid every

Selecting the Company.

For the past few months FERA
workers have been golng about
quietly selecting members of the
company This has been an exnet
ing task, for only the purest Amer
lean farming stock will be allowed
te settle In the Alaskan colony
I'iey must also he healthy and |
well equipped physically to stand |
ploneer e and temperntures
which sometimes fall to 40 degrees
below zero. Most of them are fam- |
Illes that have heen entirely de
pendent upon the government for
thelr existence

Along with the 200 familles, 400
single men, COC workers, are being
sent to help In the hard work of
starting the frontler Utopla. They
will help In the clearing of govy
ernment land and In the bullding
which will be necessary

Each family is allowed to take
but 2,000 pounds of belongings
Many an helrloom, Itself earried
west In an earller day by an ear
ller ploneer, I8 belng left behind,
making way for equipment that

wlill be of greater value In the new
life, There I8 no room for an un-
necessary pound. Live stock and
machinery are belng disposed of,
for at the end of thelr journey
these families will get tools and

| helping

equipment bettex sulted to Alaskan

mnte and terrnln Not a few
heanrtaches may be magined nas
JH0 treasured l slon of
reat sentlmental, but no practl
1l I8 Kissivdd good-hy But then
| movie ¥y Is nlwn 1 house-clean
| | 1] i | -
1 dh i { fan mnkl thi
Irip r member Each fan
the eneit of A gov
rnment swli \ it of 50060
| must be | 1 ba in 0
" ith per cent Inters 1
finme i I ‘ ne g romen
i i KN iNN) In some
i ter has | n sy ed that
i1 irs might be mors
B ™ | buying these
I new fa (e In the Unite
propw | M . ¥
| I i handing t
snil « the ects of the
1 [ find ]
i { "8 i " ¥
! - L ' L] 1 1 | 14
the pa !
{ e m but the i |
\ ed e
t that the
' [ I K W n th
new 11 I 8 more tha
i s 0 it
" I tl t argued, the
onists v have i new  menta
ot how th conld never attaln wers
helr new honmw established In one
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| Just as These Pioneers in the Gold Rush Days of ‘98 Set Forth to Conquer the Wilderness, Will 200 American

Families Seek a New Start in Alaska This Summer.

The

nsefnl

of the stites movement will

further serve n purpose

Alnskn,

by
to bulld up
Bound for Seward.
the
ploneering

their

On steel ralls, over Oregon

trall famed in history,
meager
Seattle,

where they will board a steamer for

adventurers and

will

the
necoutrements go 1o

Seward, Alaskn. Some of them are

already on thelr way as you read
this
Perhaps a good share of these

people will never agaln pass south
of their point of entry Into the
Alaskan peninsula. At any rate,
they will never again return to the
farms they have left, for these, In
accordance with the FERA plan of
relocation of destitute farm familles

the rich Matanuska valley, They
will travel by train to I'almer, a 1t
tle village 150 miles north, 1t Is In
the wild country near Palmer that
thelr new plots of land will be

staked out,

Leader of the party is Don L. Ir
win, son of a man who was among
the leaders In the Oklahoma Iand
rush, He Is superintendent of
colonization In Alask: The
iteell Is known as

or

ganization the

| Alaska Colonization corporation,

Draw for Locations.

Not until it bas reached Palmer
will the party settle the gquestion of
locatlion of individual rarms. There
a drawing will be held which will
nssure the dispensation of Jland
with eomplete impartiality to alk

I right

Alaskan summer draws to a close
lLog dwellings will erected at
first, from the gleanings of the tim.

v
bher clearing. According to the plan,
the women folks will have to pitch
in, maybe even swing an ax
or two, to help the men with their

| work.

| n sort

| children,

FERRA
of
the colony,
will begin
after their

architects
hamlet

have designed
for the center of
and the OCC workers
upon this project soor

arrival, A  modern
schoolhouse, accommodating 4S80
will be erected first, for
these people have no Intentlon of
robbing thelr offspring of the cul
tural and educational benefits of
the civilization back home,

The gchoolhouse will serve in sev-

| which will

| ernment,

| Even

In many sectlons of the United Slips of paper, numbered, will Iu-}
| States, will be turned into bird | mixed up In a hat, Just as at rlt
refuges, wild life pres ves, forests | rafMle The number on each slip of
ind other adaptations, but will nev | paper will correspond with the num- |
er ngnin be farms | ber of a plot of 40 acres of unset 1
U'p In this rugged country Arctl tled, wi Ml land For temporary
vinds chill the ellmate but at the |» ellings the Alanka ( I-Enmf:lfmul
ime time warm Pacifl irrent |1-.:;---=.|'.--.’: will have set up a tent
from Japan temper I It s not | on each plot Fach famlily, when It |
really as bad as imagined by those | draws a number, will move into |
not familiar with Alnskn ‘The win | the tent designated by that pum
ters are not really n h more se ll---r I'he process will be repeated
vere than those of many we [ }\\I.--w the second halfl of the mi
Inted parts of Canada and the | gratlon arrives
summers are quite comparable to | All this lamd of new hope Is
f the M e Wi vithougl entlrel rEre L with
the winters are longer and the su cottonwood and birch I'his |
1 rier i;|: be cleared away, and with the
From eward the tle hand w | help of the COC workers
« ol rd thr I horag l es hope to have a
vhich Is the » ther gnte 1 t {f the work done bef

ern) other capacities. It will be
the center of all community life. It
will have a community hall and a

gymnasinm where
and
kinds
If 11
taln the

meetings, dances
entertainments of various
will be held

e workers are able to maln
lauld out for
winter will
comfortable dormitory
for the teachers In the school, and
a house for of the
colony erected
bullding

creamery and

schedule them

the coming of the pext

alsn find a
the manager

There will be

a community industrial

include a

L K use Construction will
be 8] led on & barn for 40 teams
of horses, a warehouse, shops
EArnges, A communlity poultry
farm and other essentia’ commu
nity |-:v-|o-!'.

Ihe permanent houses of the
families will be equipped as are
many modern farm houses Iin the
Statesa, with running water, wood
burning stoves, chemical toliets

and other conveniences. About the

only thing that will be lacking Is
electric light. Kerosene or oll
lamps will be used. Just as their

cousins who attend the consolidated
schools Iin the States, the children
will be taken to thelr lessons each
day by a motor bus

Eacn icmily will keep one milch
Longhorn cow supplied by the gov-
whieh, 'n fact, will sup
all work anials and tools.

here, however, the farmer
citizens will not be free from close
government supervision over their
industry, for the government re
serves the right to regulate strict-

ply

ly the crop production of each
farmer,

Reason for this regulation s said
to be that the colony I8 being
formed to supply stores In the
Matanuska valley with £1,000,000
worth of goods annually, The
valley now Imports this amount

of goods every year from the United

| States and Canada.

| colonize

The land in the Matanuska val
ley Is fertile and Is especially good

for dalry and truck farming. Al
though the summers are short, the
days are really muoch longer than
they are in the States and give
about twice as mnch sanlight. The
land Is rich in natural and min
ernl resounrces The rivers and
streams abound In fish and there
is plenty of game to be found In

the wilds,
Alaska support a popula
tion much larger than the @0,000 it
now does, and it Is quite possible
that this colony may the start
of a progressive growth, It Is at
least the largest the fed
eral government made
the possession,
needs more
vast
wealth, It
United

does

could

he

attempt
has yet
northern

Alaska
make use of
and mineral
part of the
unemployment

people L
agricultural
is the only
States where
not exist, al
though It is not hard to get a Jol
in Hawail, elther, It Is one or the
very few parts of the world which
invite Immigration,
@ Western Nowspaper Unlon
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Forwarding Mail
The postal regulations say that
unlimited requests for the forward

ing of wall to other post offices
ghall be observed for a period of
two years, unless revoked, except

that such requests affecting general
delivery mall at city delivery post
offices shall explre at the end of
days unless renewed,



