
Page 4 The JACKSONVILLE MINER Friday, October 12, 1934

TEMPER COSTS 
PARTNERS SAW 

MILL, SAVINGS
B.v <1. C. REYNOLDS

It is said there are only 12 men 
in the entire world who can under
stand Professor Albert Einstein's 
theory of relativity I have done 
my darndest to be the thirteenth, 
but after two years study, must 
give it up and call myself licked.

For awhile I was getting along 
fine. I can realize the shortest dis
tance between two points is a 
curve. I can understand that if I 
started out and traveled for sev
eral million years through space, 
I would land right back here in 
Jackson county. Oregon And it is 
easily seen that a train speeding 
60 miles an hour is shorter than 
one that is standing still But when 
Einstein says that a fall from any 
height is not the result of gravita
tion, but is caused by the earth 
coming up and hitting the falling 
object, I find it too complicated 
for my feeble brain to assimilate. 
In fact, I don’t believe a word of it.

If the earth were flat, it might 
possibly work out, but listen here: 
Suppose ar. airship several miles 
up was fal'ing over Oregon, and a 
balloon miles high in the air was 
fulling on the other side of the 
world, ai’d a million other object 
were falling from different heights 
all over the world, as happens 
every second of time.

Do I believe that our earth 
jumps up in different places a mil
lion times or more each second, to 
meet these objects ? I do NOT. 
Right there is where I quit. Pro
fessor Einstein can take his rela
tivity and go to blazes with it and 1-11 az. ..♦HI n a ala,. for a1’11 study something else for a 
change You see when the Lord 
made me something went wrong. 
He either didn’t get my head on 
straight, or maybe put in a little 
mud where my brains ought to be, 
or something. Anyway. I have 
never had the faculty of gulping 
down theories and statements like 
mest people have.

There are, for instance, little 
theories like Joshua stopping the 
sun from going around and Adam 
being the first man that I never 
could swallow, not even with a 
chaser. Other people by the mil
lion can eat that stuff, smack their 
lips and call for more But as I 
have stated, something went wrong 
when I was being made. Probably 
Satan threw a monkey wrench 
into the machinery. Anyway, thia 
gift of gobbling down stuff with
out looking to see what I am being 
fed is something I have never been 
able to do. But if you want to 
know all about relativity, I’ll tell 
you.

When a pretty girl sits on your 
lap for an hour, it seems like a 
minute, but when you sit on a hot 
stove for a minute, it seems like 
an hour. So now you know all 
about it and can go back to your 
cabbage patch. The keenest mind
ed scientists living, men to whom 
we owe all of our wonderful in
ventions. chemical knowledge and, 
in fact, everything of value in our 
lives, have never ceased their en
deavors to unravel the basic law
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! of the universe Professor Einstein. 
! who is called the greatest intel
lectual Itnuinary in the world, will 
perhaps be the man who will dis
cover it. He has nearly identified 
it at different Utnes and though it 
has so far eluded him by a hair's 
bieadth, his perseverance is bound 
to succeed in the end.

Changing the subject a little. 
J some 
close 
about 
bones 
state 
were 
and took charge of the excavation. 
Gentlemen, that was some lizard. 
When his bones had been dug up 
and arranged as they were in life, 
they showed him to have been 85 
feet in length and a man six feet 
tall could walk right through near
ly all the way. It was in this same 
section where the giant lizard was 
found I went through a rather 
bitter experience. I have a hard 
head, but when experience pounds 
a lesson into it, I find I do not 
soon forget it.

This was in the early eighties 
when times were booming in the 
west. I went in with a fellow 
named Burns and we bought a 
portable sawmill. For its size it 
was a first-class outfit. We could 
cut 15.000 feet of lumber a day 

1 and sell every bit of it for a good 
I price in cash, though we piled up 

the clear stuff in the yard to sea
son. after which it was worth a 
still higher figure. We had a dandy 

I location where the ground was just 
I right for logging and everything 
else was just right except that we 
were short of water. To overcome 
this we built an enormous tank in
side the mill and by letting this 
fill up at night we had plenty of 
water to run the mill, while the 
surplus was stored outside for the 
use of the camp and to water the 
20 yoke of work oxen that we had 
purchased with the plant, and did 
our logging with. We paid our men 
good wages and everything ran as 
smooth as clockwork for three 
months or so We worked hard, 
made money hand over fist, paid 
up what we owed on the outfit 
and began to feel like we were on 
easy street.

Then our engineer got to buck
ing. Every week he would want a 
couple of days off to go and get 
drunk, which put us to a lot of 
trouble to get a man to take his 
place, some of these substitutes 
proving to be unsatisfactory which 
of course delayed the work when 
they could not furnish enough 
steam to keep us running steady. 
My partner ordinarily was one of 
the finest men I ever knew, but 
had a quick, unmanageable tem
per that flared up in a second's 
time, especially if he felt he was 
being imposed on. I never had any 
trouble with him, as I usually let 
him have his own way whenever 
possible, but he had heated quar
rels with some of the men on oc
casions that it took considerable 
tact to smooth over. Bums formed 
a tremendous dislike for the engi
neer and after a couple of months 
or so of vainly endeavoring to in
duce him to straighten up and at
tend to business, he began to ride 
him so hard on his return from his 
weekly sprees that the engineer 
quit. Now the laws governing labor 
those days were far different from 
what they were in later years.

For Instance, if a worker quit 
and couldn’t get his money, he 
copld sue for it and get judgment. 
But even at that, he couldn’t col
lect for 90 days if the debtor 
wanted to be obdurate.

Consequently, when the engineer 
demanded his wages, Bums pulled 
out a roll of money big enough to 
choke a crocodile and flashed it in 
his face. ‘‘I’ve got the money right 
here to pay you," he told him, “but 
as you have acted like a damn 
-------- , you can go to hell. The 
best you can do is to sue and I’ll 
see that you won't get a cent for 
the full 90 days." I reasoned with 
Buras, when I heard this. I said, 
“We owe the man and will have 
to pay him sometime. Why not pay 
him now and be rid of him for 
good*’’ But Bums was adamant. 
Before the engineer left camp he 
told some of the boys he would get 
square if it was the last thing he 
ever did. But a few days after the 
incident it was almost forgotten.

coal miners in Colorado, 
to where I was working 
45 year« ago, found the 

of a giant lizard in a gixul 
of preservation. Scientists 
notified and at once came

Bums had a dog. a real dog. 
almost as Intelligent as a human; 
a big. beautiful dog that was loved 
by everybody In camp and he 
thought more of that dog than 
many people do of their kids One 
morning the dog was found to be 
violently sick. Hunting around for 
the cause, which at first we 
thought to be poison, we discov
ered some chunks of fresh meat 
full of ground glass Then we knew 
that without doubt that it was the 
engineer’s work. And we knew 
there was no hope for thp dog He 
was doomed to a most agonising 
death When that was made plain 
Burns wept like a child. Many of 
the men went around with tears 
in their eyes unashamed It was 
decided he must be killed to put 
him out of his misery, but not a 
man wanted to be the executioner. 
I am sure I didn't. I have seen 
men I had far rather kill than that 
dog. But someone must do it After 
a day and night, during which 
everything that could be thought 
of was done to ease his suffering, 
though to no avail, it fell to me to 
fire the mercy shot. I went up to 
him. petted him for a bit, then 
showed him my gun. He smelled 
of it and his intelligent eyes 
showed he understood. I said. "Old 
Friend, I am going to do you a 
kindness and put you out of your | 
pain." He reached out his tongue | 
and licked my hand and I shot him 
square between the eyes. Then I 
went off in the woods and bawled 
like a baby for an hour.

A week later a dozen of us were 
sleeping soundly in the bunkhouse. 
Bui ns of course was with his wife 1 
in the little_ shack they had to
themselves. Three of the loggers 
who had families were at their 
separate camps nearby. A vivid, 
bright light shone through one of 
the windows in my face. Slowly it 
penetrated to my inner conscious
ness and presently I awoke. In a 
second's time I was out of bed 
reaching for my clothes and letting 
loose a yell that brought the whole 
camp to their feet in a hurry.

Our mill was a mass of flame. 
Frenzidly we rushed into a losing 
buttle and desperately we fought, 
but nearly our entire supply of 
water was in the tank inside the 
mill and entirely surrounded by 
fire. When morning came we were 
beaten, ruined, wiped out. Nothing 
left but a few pitiful thousands of 
our best lumber we had been able 
to save. When I went to bed that 
night I could easily have figured 
myself $3000 to the good. After all 
was over, accounts settled, men 
paid mostly from the sale of our 
work cattle and what little clear 
lumber that was left, we were in 
debt $85 Bum's hysterical wife 
had made him promise to take her 
back to her folks in Iowa. They 
had barely enough money for that 
if they could induce me to assume 
the $85 debt. One of the loggers, 
who was in fair circumstances, 
said he would wait for the money 
if I would agree to pay it. I agreed. 
I found a job of rough carpen
tering at a new minjng camp near
by at $4 per day. By working

Yes, the GREEKS Had a Name for It!
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GNOME INN
Italian Dinners

Served noon and night at Medford’s 
most popular inn . . . where music, 
mirth and hospitality combine with 
full-course Italian dinners of Mother 
Bianchi herself to complete a real 
treat!

DINE, DANCE, ENJOY YOUR BEER 
AT THE SIGN OF THE GNOMES

823 EAST MAIN STREET—PHONE 285 
Miss Sally Cole in Charge

DANCE
Saturday till

2 *

Jacksonville

Sundays and overtime, I paid off 
thia obligation in full in less than 
a month. The engineer never 
showed up to collect the $00 due 
him. so it must have been hr who 
set the mill on fire Just took his 
wages out in revenge on Burns 
and calk'd it square I never heard 
from Burna and was glad I didn't

Since that time I have always 
tried to avoid ¡tropic who poa- 
sessed ungovernable letnpeiM My 
own temper was bail enough und 
It took me years to overcome it. 
but it is my private opinion that 
any person who has a temper they 
can't control at all is as nutty as 
the majority of the nitwits in the 
crazy house and ought to b»> sent 
there tx'fore they injure somebody. 
To science and to science alone I 
give all the credit for gaining the

upper hand over n temper that I 
was really afraid of. Science, with 
painstaking care, showed me 
where I was headed for and taught 
me the truth of how in giving way 
to fits of temper I was hurting 
myself more than anyone else. And 
for that selene»’ has my everlast
ing gratitude.

I won't deny that then' are oc
casions when I partially lose my 
temper even now Hut these oc
casiona are few ami fur between, 
(inly extreme provocation can rile 
me enough for that and when it 
does happen I find in every case 
that 1 uni the boss which is much 
more satisfactory than to allow 
temper to do the bousing.

Many voters are bunked by reu- 
son of their failure to visualize 
the gap between promise and ful
fillment. Weston Leader
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Miserable?

Or

.*■ After Meals

Medford Cycle and 
Repair Shop 
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Taylor and Bierma
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Come in to See Us
About the New

FEDERAL
HOUSING

ACT
We are prepared to coach and advise 
you with complete information . . . we’re 
also ready to help you draw necessary 
plans, will furnish required estimates 
and have all necessary papers for formal 
application for your share of the Presi
dent’s plan to repair, remodel and re
build America’s homes ... no obligation, 
of course—we’re here to help you.

REMEMBER—WE’RE STILL THE 
“BUILDERS’ BUREAU OF INFORMATION”

PORTER LUMBER COMPANY
204 SOUTH FIR PHONE 124

,Are YOU 
HAPPY

Ga* on Stomach 

and
Sour Stomach 

make you

Too much food, or th* 
wrong kind of food, too 

, , much smoking, too much
beer, make your body over-acid Then you 
have dutreu after eating, gat on stomach, 
heartbum, sour stomach.
ALKA - SELTZER relieves these trouble« 
promptly, effectively, harmlessly.
Use Alka-Seltzer for Headache, Colds Fatigue 

Morning After Feeling,’’ Muscular, Sciatic and 
colo« Rheumatic Pains.
NiURALaia Alka-Seltzer makes a sparkling alkaline drink. As 
PAT1QUC « contains an analgesic (Acetyl-Salicylate) it first

relieves the pain of everyday ailments and then by 
restoring the alkaline balance corrects the cbum 

FwMi» when due to excess acid.
pains Alka-Seltzer tastes like carbonated mineral spring

water- works Like magic. Contains no dangerous 
drugs... .does not depress the heart... .is not laxative.
Get a drink at your Drue Store Soda Fountain. Keep « package In 
your home medicine cabinet.

ALL DR. MILES’ PREPARATIONS ARE SOLD AT

Jarmin’s for Drugs
Next to Mann’» on North Central—Phone 78

60c Size Alka Seltzer—
At Jarinln» you pay only 49c

ALL MAIL ORDERS SENT POSTPAID TO YOU


