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Points Pitfalls and Power of

County Judgship; Will
Fill Long Need

In stating this, in part, my plat
form and business credo, 1 have
not lost sight of the fact that the
commissioners’ court, consisting of
three members, controls all of the
financial business of the county
The commissioners’ court is com
posed of the county judge and two
commissioners, and two of thes:

majority controlling
all business measures
therefore, cannot with
certainty, state a definite policy
nnless he is assured the coopera-
tion of at least one of the commis-
sloners.

The county
jurisdiction of all

constitute a
the vote on
The judge,

judge, however, has
probate and guar-

dianship matters, including will
contests. He is judge of the juve-
nile court, and also has jurisdic-

tion of certain criminal cases and
actions at law. Ha also is a mem-
ber of the district boundary board,
which is important in the control
of our schools. Also, with the ad-
vice of medical authorities, he com-
mits the insane to the state hos-
pital, and performs many other im
portant functions independent of
the two county commissioners
Having been a practising lawyer
for many years, I can say with cer-
tainty that all of these functions
will be properly performed. The
probate records of Jackson county
are in a decidedly tangled condition
because for the past 12 or 15 years
the office of county judge has been
occupied by laymen instead of law-
yers. Many tracts of real estate in
this county have clouds upon their
title which eventually will have to

be cleared by expensive litigation,
because of faulty probate pro-
cedure.

No doubt the framers of our
constitution intended that the of-
fice of county judge should at all
times be filled by a lawyer, be-
cause jurisdiction of so many im-
portant legal matters was given

to the county court. Other qualifi-
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cations being equal, the county
judge should unquestionably be a
lawyer, he being charged with so
many duties that require a knowl-
edge of the law to perform them
properly

If I am elected county judge

other functions I
rdless of

there are certain

can and will perform rega

the attitude of the county commis
sjioners. 1 can and will demand a
survey and inventory of all the
property belonging to Jackson
county. When elected a member of
the Medford school board, one of
my first acts was to require a
thing never before done—a survey
and inventory of all property be-
longing to the school district. This
survey discovered considerable
property of which the board had
no knowledge.

[ can also certainly say that
money raised in the several road
districts by special election sghall

not be diverted to other districts,
because this can be prohibited by
law.

[ also approve the provision of

law which requires competitive bid-
ding on public contracts and sup-
plies. This policy was also inaugur-
ated by me when a member of the
Medford school board. Prior to that
time this business policy had never
been adopted. Previous to my elec-
tion on this board, school supplies
had been purchased by the city
superintendent and one member of
the school board, which was in vio-
lation of the law. At my sugges-
tion, the board adopted the policy
requiring that all supplies be pur-
chased by the board in open ses-
sion. I certainly would require the
application of this law to the pur-
chase of supplies for Jackson
county.

I believe that taxes can be re-
duced without impairing any of the
institutions of the county, and
again point to an example. While
chairman of the tax conservation
committee in 1923, 1 assisted in
making a direct cut of $43,370 from
the taxes of Jackson county, and
this without injuring any of the

functions of the county.
If the county judge,
man of

who is chair-

the commissioners’ court,

will m
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points out the law and sets an ex
ample of business economy and ef
ficiency before the other two mem

bers in a spirit of fair play. he no
doubt will meet with their
tinn

coopera

Among the hest, if not the very
st, administrations of Jacksor
ounty within the past 30 years

have been those under judges who

were lawyers. And without casting

persions upon any person, and
without stigma against any candi
dates running for office at this
time, it is a well known fact that
the ilffil.'lr_w' of Jackson county at
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Curti photos adorning the front
of the Jacksonville pharmacy
Frank Zell, business man located
directly across California street
zealously posted huge likenesseg of
Roosevelt and Garner to even the
matter

C. C hitwood, faithful to the
party and president of his cholce
had lost no time in gracing front
of his establishment with portrait
of the nation’s two first men, much
to the irritation of Zell, a good
democrat from the old school, and
omething }ll-\l had to be done

thout it. Not being inclined to vio

lence such as breaking windows,
tearing down posters or smearing
paint on glass, Zell sought to off
et spell of the evil eves peering
it him all day long by setting up a

counter-irritant in the fo

tures of his
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of town and evened matters some
what, especially since hisa llkeness
s were much larger than the
drugeist's

Content to leave the rest of the
battle up to the glaring pletures of
thee four candidates and to the vot
rs both Chitwood and Z.oll how
hoeon conflident of victories 1
can pay attention to thelr resped
tive husing [ which Zell elalms
have gone to pot through Hoover
ind  Curtl and which Chitwood
honest)y helleve can be revived
only through his chosen team
Save for an electrified, charged alr
fillinge pace directly between the
two establishments, all I8 serene
il till on the California street
front this week, both merchants
feeling content to let the posters
do thelr act campalgning
® liringing W0 head of young
heep from the mountain range In
prime condition and In better shape
than his range sheep had ever bhe
fore been, en Dawson sold the
thock to George Colehagen of Rose-
burg the first of this week. Cole
hagen came to the Applegate Sun-
day in the Interest of the deal and
to get the sheep started on thelr
way to the San Francisco market
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