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SHADY STATE PRACTICES?

Oregon, blessed with a ( inuing resur-
gence of Demox rati :‘L.'"'- -'-i"’"--f‘- finds
the Campaign for November election as gov-
ernor d,."‘..].,;._y g into rather a hot tussle

Perhaps many of the charges _miid_e are but
of ]u-il[”‘-& But

shrewd pawns in the game

contentions have been m which deserv«
and ery out for explanations before they
resolve themselves into major governme nta

issues.

As to the personanty of the
dates in the running, the Democrat is held
up to view as one who followed one course

and proposes an entirely

as a state senator A -
different phﬂrm.p} r in his role of candidate

for the state’s highest administrative office.

His opponent, the incumbent Republican,
seems to content himself with the not too
spectacular record of accomplishment while
serving his first term. Most rec vnt in a line
of Republican governors, he a not-
too contentious appeal and seems to say
“We're doing all right—why change?

However, among the many representa-
tions offered by the Democratic candidate
the charge iz levelled that thé Secretary of
State has entered into agreement without
public bids for subsidiary state department
offices throughout the state. The assump-
tion is that this program had been consum-
mated by collusion and illegality.

It is unquestioned that the Secretary of
State has acted to meet a great need among
motorists by making more readily available
such sub-depots for license purchases and
other purposes. Yet, if the charge is true
that the public’'s money has been spent with
favoritism and against the prevailing law, it
should carry significant weight. And if it
is false or only half-true, the people deserve,
for their own information, a full and honest
explanation of the facts.

Another campaign accusation paints the
Public Utilities Commissioner as engaging in

e

two candi-

nakes

open political campaigning for the incum-
bent, in unashamed disregard for the law
which specifically forbids this. As a key

figure in state government and one of the
highest-paid appointive public servants, the

PUC commissioner should confine himself
to the tasks laid out for him by statute
without asserting his influence in fieldd

where it is sharply restricted.
It is comfortable, with the assurances of

Republican party allegiance, to totally dis-
regard these charges. It is easy to sit back
and profoundly label them *politics” and

“smear tactics”. But regardless of the com-
parable merits of the two candidates, the
accusations made deserve honest and frank
explanation.

The convenience of a political campaign is
no excuse for the covering up of shady state
practices, if such exist.

“EASY TO SAVE MONEY™

A measure which draws a lot of interest
will be subject to action in the November
7 general election. Ballot numbers are 302
constitutional

“Yes” and 303 “No”, on a
amendment lending state tax credit for
higher education buildings.
Interest in this matter is a matter of
percentage.
At present these buildings are financed

by revenue bonds and it is proposed to re-
finance them with general obligation bonds
to save an estimated $1.200,000. Present
revenue bonds amount to £7,260,000 and by
having them replaced by bonds which are
backed by the credit and resources of the
state, the same purposes may be gained,
with a sizeable chunck of monev not called
for

By voting 303 “Yes"”, taxpavers will find
it’s easy to save moneyv on the basis of in-
terest reduction,

PEOPLE WITHOUT RIGHTS

No one condemns himself quite so ch
as a person who has had a slick trick put
wer on him,

If the people of the United States should
care to wake up and acquaint themselves
with the recently passed MeCarran bill,

which purports to curb “anti-communists”
there would surely be a wave of condemna-
tion sweeping the land

If yvou remember, this measure
by President Truman, only to be

was vetoed
OVe _'"-\I' l-]T!.

ingly passed the second time, in both the
House and Senate. Yes, vou might even sav.
with such near-unanimous vote, this must
be a good bill reflecting the views of a great
portion of the electorate &

We are a robust and vigorous nation.
tradition. We have many divergent views
and many dissident voices, We rebel against
any imposition of thought control, and ab
rogation of the right of free speech, religior

assembly, and press .

There are many unsung heroes who have
undergone shame, imprisonment and dis
grace because they, with unquenchable de-
votion, demanded — and won — respect for
free thought and speech.

Yet, statutes as of the last Con-

upon the

gressional session, we now have severe pen-
alties hanging over anvone who dares sup-
port any objective also supported by what

might be loosely classified as a Communist-

organization.

nt

The

muni

preoccu) with the &~ “Com-

which distinguishes much of Amer-
and, in this case, American
law-making, eals a weakness which has
flagrant evidence in this bill which
to cut off the insidious threat of
Communi But in a distinctly un-Amer-
ican way, it sets up a definition which offers
a wide interpretation as to what is Com-
munist or Communist-front.

It is possible, following the letter of the
law, to indict sincere dissenters as guilty of
breaking such a fantastic, irresponsible stat-
ute. It can set the dangerous precedent of
outlawing anvone w hu challenges or ques-
tions the status quo of government philos-

1
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The threat
tack on a basic

ation
\_0
ican thinking
reyv
its most
purports

Sm.

which this involves is its at-
constitutional right to dis-

agree with anvone, anywhere. Certainly such
a privilege of American citizenship has
strengthened our national heritage. We are

.
any

the losers by emasculation or limitation
of this.

These are troubled times, with the ideals
of hopes of many colliding with unveilding
practices in high office and low. We are
undergoing a transition, it would seem, from
a nation of outspoken individualists to a
cowering society of collective conformists.
And we, too seldom, have the courage or the
clarity of vision to recognize the shifts and
the maneuverings which might well trans-

form us into a people without the proud
rights of traditional American free men,
L L] L]

LEAVE MAIL BOXES ALONE

There's a little bit of hellion in all of us.
And it sometimes serves us well to be fore-

warned before we do something, unthink-
ingly, which might have far-reaching re-
sults.

The traditions of Hallowe'en, among
youngsters, slyly wink at some of the re-
quirements of good social behavior. There
1S a "!llrll of h“lllid} of spec 1al }Il»l!l':.ft"
which finds expression in pranks and mis-
chief-making.

There is one area of playfulness, however,
that had better be left alone. For the special
privileges of this night of witches and grem-
lins do not extend to any even relatively un-
important parts of the United States Post
Office Department.

Damage or destruction of mail boxes
sometimes occur on Hallowe'en night and
this is extremely dangerous. Just how dan-
gerous might be gleaned from reading Sec-
tion 130,44(a) of Postal Laws and Regula-
tions:

“Destruction of letter boxes or mail. Who-
soever wilfully or maliciously injures, tears
down or destroys any letter lm\ or other re-
ceptacle intended or used for the receipt of
delivery of mail on any mail route, or breaks
open the same or wilfully or maliciously in-
jures, defaces or destroys any mail de posited
therein, shall be fined not more than \l 000
or be imprisoned not more than 3 vears

To a great extent, the young generation
18 showing a much more civilized restraint
than their oldsters. The emphasis on ma-
licious destruction has lesse mwf and in its
place has come “trick or treat” demands and
various community parties wherein mas-
querades and costumes compete for desig-
nated prizes. And the holiday, thus, passes
with much more pleasant memories for
everyone concerned.

For those effervescent spirits,
who are destruction bent, a timely
18 “Leave the mail boxes alone”

:'.1-'5\ ever,
warning

EAGLE WILL MOVE OVER

It is an accepted privilege of an
and mighty or common and insignificant to
“pop off” about matters of n “[.»-r..;. interest,
no matter how right or wrong we might be

I\nrw @.Ix'll

in our declarations

.‘l.hl' l]('lglit of ‘hl' l'llial '1".1.‘\. nowever, Is
the sweeping accusation made by the com-
mander of the VFW to the effect that an

lllhlhil'ﬂl'- campaign has been loosed by “com-
munists” to replace the American Flag with

the emblem of the United Nations.

“.‘L‘\i.‘- flll f}?‘_‘- reckless l!'..lrgl' 18 the dis-
tribution by the U. S, Department of Agri
culture of materials with which a me-
made flag of the United Nations might be
fashioned by extension units throughout the
land for display on October 24, UN Day.

Perhaps this is vet anothe: ".-i;. ation that
some of the older ge !It'.".t'_i- n 1s not quite nep

the advances of our times ‘\\M'l ,\ e,
as a goal of the United Nations,

distasteful to anyone

<N I i 11

has under

e (M w o
gone combat experience

If displaying a United Natio: SV b
will In any way r::.;-h.p:.r the 'u~, ideals
Ol anti-aggression, certainly the proud eagle
of the United States will g!qll\ move over

nl“li '\h.lll '} ¢ “”lp -L” "

q

The new $50,000 children's hospital school Eu- which is the present capacity. The buildir
gene was formally dedicated recently in impressive Speech, occupational and physical therapy rooms as
ceremonies conducted by the A. F. and A. M e '“'I‘,‘ g b ‘i“‘:fr:t"r*f‘r:i :‘_L:_;_' '
The school, operated by the Easter Seal agend ot csagt o B
has enrolled 55 children from 21 Oregon counties Plans are already being made for
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