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set up a little higher ceiling when comes an
expected freeze of prices.

It matters little, apparently, that price
controls will be accompanied by a roll-back
in prices to a certain definite date. The pro-
cedure must have seeds of hope that by
raising the prices of everything, some things
might not get caught in the eventual roll
back.

Price controls are cumbersome and re-
strictive. They are theoretically imposed as
a protection for consumers who are not well
able to protect themselves in the purchase of
necessities. But the strange goings-on in
Washington D. C. point up the gruesome
probability that little bleeds the heart of the
federal government at the nation’s con-
sumers now pressed by an ever-increasing
upturn of prices.

True, there are some legislators who have
made a bold, grandstand play of advocating
price-wage and other controls. But theugh
these characters fly the standards of a pop-
ular cause, some of the suggestions made
are somewhat suspect,

And stepping up with a measure which
purports to do a public service, yet is doom-
ed to a quick casting-off, is no substitute for
statesmanship which honestly meets a need
and sees it through to acceptance.

Maybe we are becoming alarmed too easily
and too early. Perhaps the prices raises that
will come before a curb is made will so far
outstrip present expectations that today’s
fudging by 5 and 10 percent will seem as
the dearest of normalcy.

We are not gifted with second sight or
clairvoyance. It is impossible for us'to tell
what passes in the minds of our national
leaders. It is not impossible, however, to
know what will happen to the wage dollar
we grub out if this fantastic inflation of
rices for things we need in the conduct of
usiness or supply of the dinner table con-
tinues much more.

Whether or not there is hard justification
for general price raises before the threat of
a war-time economy might be debatable. The
matter of business profit, as reported time
after time by company after company in in-
dustry after industry, repeats a common
pattern of greater and greater volume. Far
do these profits outstrip any estimate of in-
creased wages, no matter how generously
such figures might be padded.

The low man on the economic totem pole
has little hope of getting by without the
safeguard of price controls,

- * *

THE DEFENSE DOLLARS

It is somewhat startling to regard the
rising demands for more taxes with which
to prosecute the action in Korea, after con-
sidering how much money has been osten-
sibly spent on defense since the day of Ar-
mistice in August of 1945,

New military funds are being requested,
to pile upon_ the already dispersed fifty bil-
lion dollars that marked the last four vears
of uneasy peace. More taxation is being
mssed upon us all, even though there has

en practically no letup in the federal take
since the last war ended.

The appetite of the tederal government
seems to have been whetted and stimulated
by the last abnormal decade. Events have
conspired to encroach more and more deeply
upon the national income. Sometimes it
seems as though the end will never come to
the growing burden of federal taxation.

The country is well united behind Pres
ident Truman in the action he moved to ac-
celerate, in seeking an end of aggression in
Korea. There isn’t even an excess of protest
at the bland call for more taxation—with
never a possible thought at repeal of war-
time excise taxes that never have been re-
pealed or lessened.

It might be an extravagant gesture, at a
time like this, to just wonder what might
have happened to the four vear accumula-
tion of taxpayers’ money which was allo-
cated to national defense. In terms of na-
tional defense which this money was sup
posed to provide, it took only the require-
ments of the Korea expedition to bring pain
fully home the realization that huge gaps re
mained in our means of national security.

Could fifty billion have been spent wisely
and still not prepare us to a state of readi
ness for “police duty” that the international
unrest might have well prophesied?

Somewhere, in the complex jigsaw of na
tional affairs, there must exist a relation
ship between taxation and high national in
come. Whether or not the numerical ascend
ency of wealth produced is part and el
of the current, easy-spending philnsmw:f
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When jail doors clanged on Harry Bridges,
the success of a long campaign had finally

: Jlong For Every Family
reached its culmination. Repeated attempts . 2 y

to deport this president of powerful West! By making funeral ar
Coast labor union now seem to have paid off. : L

Except for his alleged political persuasions ESES v o uap i R eR RN
—for which, if true, there can be no toler- with the financial means
ance—Bridges has won respect of the ma- of the fanmily
jority of his followers, His influence, in one Bialev's oul

field, has been and is felt in many commun-
ities of the West.

It can be no more than just to admit that,
with all his hullabaloo and despite the pow-
erful enemies he made, that Bridges brought
to the once-lowly “dock walloper”, a dignity
and a social identity totally lacking before.

Because of this, attempts to carry through
on de-naturalizing and deporting Bridges
will meet powerful opposition.
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WHERE DOES IT GO?

A hospital of the area is in the throes
of labor trouble with statements put forth
claiming and denying that service and main-
tenance employees are underpaid.

With the high level of hospital rates, it
seems unbelievable that any emplovee re-
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portion to the comparatively few converts CEMETERY
to faith.
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Why Go Hunting for Xmas Gifts?
il Have Them Taken Now - Avoid The Xmas Rush!

Give the gift that is

® Easiest to find
® Most inexpensive

® Most highly appreciated
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