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PUBLIC MONEY

Where does it come from? The =

—f#rom the earnings of the citizens. No gov
ernment ever earned a dollar. If you doubt
that statement dig out your history and

trv to find the government that ﬁade mon
ey thereby reducing taxes. _

Taxes will be lower when you, the tax-
payers, regard Public Money for exactly
what it really is—namely your money

You should have a very deep interest In
how your tax money IS spent because every
f it that goes for unnmied things in
government 15 money that you could "“T"
used for a personal possession or have m
uar 'Q‘*r"‘-"r ‘ r,!" tection.
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Your earning capacity as an individual
limits what vou can do. Your s.'--'--'r:..“..w.".
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HEART OF COUNTY GOVT.
ntest-

The strength of protest proved incont
able last midweek when the county budget
committee had a change of heart and put
back provision for the mstration
agents in the coming 1)

They i d:’rdte
not particularly l’.‘ py abou

of yielding on the approxim ate M 000 item.
But the ﬂl-ni of lt"tr‘ telephone ¢ alls and
group representations underlined the deter-
mination of county extension and 4H groups
that the demonstration agents be retained.

The sincerity of the county budget com-
mittee need not be questioned, in desperately
seeking some avenue for economy. With
over $25,000 added as an additional burden
on the county for welfare purposes, at the
dictation of the state which acts -‘:r-irr the
lash of the federal government, county rev-
enues are being squeezed unmercif 11;:-'. ;

The ever present problem of county roads
—something which affects even more people
than even the home demonstration agent
and the publie health service—hangs like an
impending cloud over the budget committee
in its deliberations. The matter of trans-
portation takes top priority with a popula-
tion for., without rvads and highwayvs, busi-
ness would be at a standstill. Hardship
would directly or indirectly affect all and
vital services would cease.

Anvone who goes off the deep end too
enthusiastically in condemning the budget
committee for trying to economize, even if
the attempt backfires, would no doubt re-
ceive a warm welcome if he were to appear
with a plan by which no cut in government
services would be required. where roads
could be maintained at a standard level and
where taxation rates would remain within
comfortable distance of the 6 percent limita-
tion mark.

For the health of county citizenship, it
has been an enlightening development to
have a determined stirring around of people
affected by proposed deletion of the county
extension service home demonstration agent.
It should have brought home the fact that a
budget preparation task is monumental. Be-
yond the clamor of partisanship, too, it
should have encouraged greater appreciation
for the services in question.

Next burning issue, also deleted in pre-
liminary budget plans, is the matter of the
third nurse in the public health unit. Now
employed, this nurse would be cut off at the
paycheck, by the primary budget estimates,
a slash which the county court has learned
by a first-hand communication will cost
state and federal contributing funds on the
public health program.

The county commissioners give the rather
rueful opinion that “probably” the public
health deletion will be restored, basing this
statement, perhaps, on the voluble protests
that are even vet generating as well as the
withdrawal of state and federal support of
the department.

Final answer on the final budget deter-
minations will be forthcoming after the pub-
lic hearing of June 26, starting at 10 a. m.,
in the county court house. Here will be give n
the last chance audience for protests on
fiscal plans as they now stand and citizens
available for the hearing are invited to at-
tend.

It might be a good object lesson in citizen-
ship for a goodly delegation of county tax-
gn\'ers to make a point of attending the

udget hearing and getting to the heart of
county government.
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MARK OF PROGRESS

Many a person, feeling the temporary in-
convenience, berates the digging of streets
and the business paralysis this effects.

What might better be the viewpoint is
that every new installation of water lines
and sewer lines and every major rehabili-
tation of a city, county or state road is just
that much of a mark of progress, pointing
surely to better daw ahead

WINTER SHUCKS OFF
Weather has brightened the land, follow-
ing the recent deluge of rain, and gardens,
berries and fruit burst with the zeal of
growing. Certainly the scars of winter shuck
off in the days of blissful summer

AMERICA'S MIDDLE CTLASS

The great American middle class, by tra-
dition, is the backbone and the life of our
democratic civilization. From this segment
of the population, so truly, sometimes comes
great figures of industry. A vital portion of
the populace, as a rule not degraded by di-
rect government subsidy in any of such
myriad forms, the great middle class fur-
nishes a heavy proportion of its income and
earnings to lubricating the tax machinery of
the federal, state and county government.

Now, doesn't that make a pretty picture?

Trouble with pretty pictures is that they
are too easily overdrawn. And in this in-
stance 1s forgotten the trend of a great
middle class, in which are maintained invi-
olate the tenets and credos of American
Democracy, to be absorbed upward and
downward. In fact, where is the great mid-
dle class of today?

1

Surely the conservative respectability of
these symbols of faith is under direct and
unrelenting attack. The ferment and up-
heaval in the way of American life operates
to restrict and foreshorten the ranks of the
middle class.

Taxes are becoming utterly burdensome.

Costs of living are steadily mounting in a
slow-motion sky-rocket. Opport ul'l'n'\ for
self-betterment through thrift and the

genius of self are shrinking in direct propor-
tion to the economic weights that sometimes
seem crushing.

Subsidies and
handouts have taken
larmers.
looking for manna from
when the skies seemingly become more and
more empty.

Is it politics, is it philosophy, is it circum-
stance which depletes our middle class?

As it shrinks, so evaporates much of the
essence of Democracy and Freedom which
has made our nation what it is.

- - .

BEACHES BELONG TO ALL

Recreation is a definite need for everyone,
not only for once-a-year vacations but for
smaller occasions of holidays and weekends.
Being able to break away from the routine
of earning a living for even so much as one
day offers a lift and an assist to a well-
rounded personality.

In Western Oregon, we are particularly
well-blessed with the facilities for recrea-
tion. There is the incomparable Mt. Hood,
the many lakes and streams, the forests and
the beaches where, without much restric-
tion, we may play to our heart’s content.

Whatever the outdoors interest, be it ski-
ing, hiking, fishing, boating, swimming or
just the all-around appreciation of Mother
Nature, in Western Oregon we have the
means and the encouragement to do so.

Of considerable significance to all is the
fact that the Oregon beaches are public
property, upon which no one has a just,
private claim, no matter how imposing a
beach cottage and might be
built adjacent to it.

There is no area below the high water
mark—which takes in the full beach width

which is denied the use of anyone who
can reach it. Certain private access roads
might not be dedicated to public use, it's
true, but beach ownership still rests in the
blic domain
In addition to the general fa
ties of sand and pounding surf are .n ailable
{0 anvone, of course, 1s the added de \u*Il-p-
ment of state parks and recreational or
picnic areas which have been improved for
better enjoyment by the public. This rates
with the state and federal forest camps
where fireplaces, cooking facilities and pic-
nic tables give the traveler an opportunity
to enjoy the outdoors without too great a
tariff charged in any case.

Without question, however, the fact that
the beaches are as free to use as the city
or state highways is only one part
of the full recreational advantages accruing

Oregon vacationists. Unless there is,
vacation services, there can be
ess than full enjoyment.

Poised as most city residents are on prac-
ically the brink of a vacation interlude, it
s of some consequence to note and observe
weommaodations that may be used at
the beaches, for instance, on the occasion
two or three davs to a week of recre-
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Being practically impossible for evervone
Lo own a boat, a crab net, a beach cottage
and all the other necessities of which a
each vacation is compounded, there can
DUt be some appreciation of the myriad
smal !-'-.~ nessmen who derive their living

n supplyving the same. The appreciation of
heir rprise should not be underempha-

Sizedd by anyone who is bound for the sea-
shore for the annual week or two with pay.
S0, as you take off on vour seashore

] i ommune with the roar of surf,
the invigoration of sea-borne breezes and
the lazy days of sprawling in the sun or
cajoling a wary fish or crab, remember well
the beaches belong to all, your place in the
sun well-set for your better living the rest

of the vear around.
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