
Historians Refute Indian 
Signals at Council Crest

OWNERSHIP OF LAND CHANGED MANY HANDS IN 
TRANSACTIONS LEADING TO AREA DEVELOPMENT
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Any reader who has addition­
al Information on names, pla­
ces or events covered by Mr. 
Robinson are Invited to write 
the newspaper. In this way, a 
more complete historical se­
ries will be possible.

Address letters to Hervey 8. 
Robinson, % Beaverton Enter­
prise, Beaverton, Oregon.

AGRICULTURE’S BURDEN

The scope of Oregon agriculture is never 
more illustratively indicated than in the an­
nual report of the Oregon Agricultural Ex­
periment Station on agricultural progress 
through research.

The booklet, of some 140 pages, was re­
leased on May 27 and is available from Ore­
gon State college or through the county ex­
tension office.

The basic problem of a population is food. 
With governmental census figures expected 
to reveal an increase of over 50% in Ore­
gon’s population in the last 10 years, the 
importance of providing for this basic prob­
lem becomes one of heightening importance.

Any state or nation, analyzing its food 
production problem, must rely to a great ex­
tent on research and technology to get the 
most of the resources available. The inroads 
of plant and animal diseases and parasites, 
as well as of wasteful farming practices 
reduces, in effect, the productivity of an 
area.

It is in this field that the significant 
results of research and scientific practices 
add to a state’s or nation’s wealth.

The Oregon Agricultural Experiment sta­
tion is supported by agricultural industry 
groups, Federal, State and private financial 
aid. The U. S. Department of Agriculture 
and the U. S. Department of Interior par­
ticipate in various phases of its work. The 
goal and the achievement of the station is 
constant improvement of agricultural knowl­
edge and processes, whether on an industrial 
basis or for a diversified, one-family farm.

Fields in which agricultural research is 
recorded by the annual report include field, 
forage and seed crops; horticultural crops; 
soil and water conservation methods; live­
stock; dairy production and processing; 
poultry, wildlife and marine; home ecnom- 
ics and general research.

Suppose you were a farmer whose liveli­
hood was under threlrt of a plant disease, an 
insect or a wasteful soil practice. Without

the services of an agricultural experiment 
station whose research staff was as near at 
hand as your county agent, you might be 
reduced to abject poverty and the produc­
tivity of your land wiped away in one swoop.

The relationship of such an individual 
farmer to the state agriculture, however, is 
not of minor importance. For the problems 
of this way of life is proportionately the 
same, insofar as production is concerned.

The difficulties an Individual encounters 
in producing from the soil are the same dif­
ficulties, many times magnified that harass 
a large-scale operation. Likewise, these 
troubles will yield to the same treatment.

It is in this fact that the far-reaching 
advantage of an agricultural experiment sta­
tion contributes, through its research, to the 
strengthening of the nation. The individual 
farmer, heroically struggling for a liveli­
hood through any or a combination of agri­
cultural pursuits, is an important backbone 
of the American character. To offer him the 
services of scientific research, to encourage 
him by proper practices to get the most 
from his land, is to build for a better, 
stronger America.

Likewise, since the national and world 
demand for food is high, requiring produc­
tion in quantity, findings developed by the 
experiment station complement research of 
varied industries, in agriculture. Through 
both means, the United States is better en­
abled to feed its own as well as meet com­
mitments across the world.

Those not directly engaged in agriculture 
benefit from these research activities inas­
much as the quality of the meat, the milk, 
the vegetables and the bread we serve on 
our tables is being constantly improved, en­
riched for necessary food values and not 
Advanced in price merely on account of its 
relatively greater value.

Agriculture bears its burden more surely 
and more effectively by the services of re­
search which points the way to improved 
production and better soil management.

(Continued from  last week)
Historians generally scout the 

idea that Council Crest received 
its name because the Indians held 
their councils there. Lewis A. Mc­
Arthur, authority on Oregon geo­
graphic names, says, "The Indi­
ans may at one time have used the 
crest as a meeting place and sig­
nal station, because o f its wide 
outlook, but there is no historic 
lecord o f  it.”

As pointed out last week, the 
elevatioon that is now called Coun­
cil Crest was known to old timers 
as Talbot Mountain. It was part 
o f the John B. Talbot donation 
land claim. Miss Ella Talbot, who 
was born on her father's claim 
in 1853, relates the circumstances 
of its taking.

After her father had been over 
practically the whole Oregon coun­
try, looking for  a location and 
found nothing that exactly suited 
him, he returned with his fam ily 
to Portland, where a stray cow 
finally led him to a decision.

Miss Talbot says, “ In those days 
we did not have milk wagons. Ev­
erybody owned his own cow. Our 
cow  strayed away one day and fa­
ther followed her clear up onto 
Council Crest. He liked the place 
so well that he looked It up and 
found that there was a whole do­
nation land claim here untaken. 
So he and mother took their 640 j 
acre claim here. The summit of 
Council Crest Is about the cent“ !' 
o f their old claim.

"W hy they call this Council 
Crest beats me. I hear people com ­
ing up here and explaining to vis­
itors that this was called Council 
Crest because it was the council 
grounds o f the Indians in early 
days, and they used to light their 
beacon fires here on top o f the
Cl cst."

She declares that such peopl“ 
did not know what they were talk­
ing about. In all the time that 
I have lived here,” she declared, 
“ I never knew o f an arrow head 
being found upon this place.

The Indians traveled in early 
days almost entirely upon the 
rivers. The valley was full o f  game 
and they did not have to go up

on the mountain to shoot deer and 
elk. As fo r  the council fires and 
signals, an Indian would have to 
clim b a tree 250 feet high and hold 
a torch, if he wanted another In­
dian to see it. This whole hill was 
solid timber when we came.

“ In almost 60 years, I have seen 
but two Indians upon this hill. 
They were both squaws. The first 
one was picking wild blackberries, 
many years ago. A  number o f 
years later, I saw a squaw picking 
clover blossoms. I spoke to her in 
Chinook jargon and she answered 
me In good English. She told me 
that she was here as a witness 
in the federal court about the 
murder of an Indian at the Warm 
Springs reservation.

“ I said that this whole place 
was solid timber when we came. 
Council Crest was, but In the big 
forest fire o f 1847, some o f the 
timber near what they now call 
‘Four Trees’ was burned o ff.”

The house which replaced the 
little log cabin on Talbot Moun­
tain, in 1856, was still standing, a 
weather beaten old frame struc­
ture, on the right side o f the en­
trance to Council Crest Park, in 
the spring o f 1914, when Fred 
Lockley called to interview Miss 
Ella Talbot, whose home it was. 
The house had a fireplace in every 
room.

“ In those days,” said Miss Tal­
bot, “ the more wood you could 
burn, the sooner you could clear 
your farm  so there never was a 
time when we did not have a big 
n a r in g  fire going in eevry fire­
place.”

That same fall, Mr. Talbot sold 
100 acres o f his claim to W . A. 
Watson, for 10 dollars an acre. 
Watson was living five miles far­

ther out and wanted a place near­
er town where his children could 
go to school. He also sold 40 
acres to Mr. W atson's brother-in- 
law, R obert Patton for the same 

1 price.
The latter tract, according to 

Miss Talbot, in an interview in 
j 1914, was then named Greenway, 

divided into small residence sites 
and sold for *2500 to *4000 a lot,

I which was ten times as much for 
a lot as Talbot reecived for the 
whole forty acres. Patton Road is 
named in honor o f R obert Patton.

L. C. then bought 120 acres | 
from the Talbot claim, trading for 
it a place on the main stage road 
between M cM ‘nnville and Sheri­
dan. This left Talbot with 60 acres 
o f his original 320. He deeded this ! 
remainder to his wife. This with 
her original 320 acres gave h e ' 
380 acres, altogether.

Just after the Civil war, Mrs. j 
Talbot sold 160 acres to J. P. Fort 
for *10 an acre and took out the 
$1600 in carpenter work. Mr. Fort 
built a house for Mrs. Talbot in 
Portland between Madison and 
Jefferson on Second street.

Mrs. Talbot kept her 200 acres. 
When the Portland cable road was 
projected, she proposed to take 
stock in It and pay for her stock 
In land. But they valued her land 
so low that she went to the De- 
kum bank, borrowed the money 
on her land and paid for her stock 
in cash.

The cable road went into the 
hands o f  the reeciver! The hard 
times o f 1892-3 came and the bank 
foreclosed on our place,” said Miss 
Ella Talbot many years later, “ ob­
taining a deficiency judgment for 
*3.000.” The bank itself was in a 
bad way and failed shortly after­
ward.

Eventually, Mrs. Talbot lost all 
her property under a foreclosure. 
But, before that happened she sold j
10 acres to C. A. Beal for $25 an j 
acre. It was Mr. Beal who made 
the first improvements on Council | 
Crest. He cleared the timber on 
the top o f the hill, set out an orch­
ard and built u house. He then 1

bought 20 acres more, which in­
cluded practically ail the Council 
Crest Park.

Mr. Beal mortgaged his 30 acres 
for *1,000, which he invested in a 
newspaper», called the "Tem per­
ance Star.” Tl^e Star set or failed 
to rise or was eclipsed, or some­
thing happened to it. Beal lost his 
30 acres on Council Crest. The 
property passed successfully into 
the hands o f James Steel and 
Graham Glass Sr. For a time it 
was known as Glass Hill, and later 
as Fairmount. The latter name is 
retained by the boulevard which 
encircles it today.

On July 11, 1898, delegates to 
the National Council o f Congre­
gational Churches met on the top 
o f this hill. At the time the place 
had no suitable name and It was 
proposed at that gathering to give 
it one. A fter much discussion a 
delegate from Maine proposed the 
name Council Crest. It was ap­
proved and a report o f  the meet­
ing was sent to the newspapers.

The name met with popular fa­
vor and was universally accepted. 
The visitors were enthusiastic over 
the view from  this eminence. They 
declared that it could not be 
matched, in all its striking diver­
sity anywhere upon this earth of 
ours.

“ No city in all the w orld” , said 
Ceorge W. Himes, “ has a point so 
near from  which so much can be 
seen.”
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PGE is a

COAfPPA/y
85% of PGE’s stockholders 
live sn the 3 Pacific Coast States

Yes, most ot the people who own PGE are westerners. 
They are people in all walks o f  life, in most every 
income level. They are the elderly couple down the 
street, the girl who works in the drugstore, the 
mechanic in your neighborhood garage . . . just 
average people who have a genuine interest in the West 
and have invested savings in PGE because they 
believe this region will continue to prosper and grow.

Altogether more than 15,000 people own PGE stock. 
More than a third o f  these live in Oregon. More 
than 85% o f  them live in the 3 Pacific Coast States 
and hold 70% o f  the total shares. The remaining 
stockholders are sAttered in every state and several 
foreign countries. No one individual or group owns as 
much as a 3% interest in PGE.

Yes, PGE is owned in the West, is managed and 
operated by Oregon people. Because o f  this, PGE 
has the personal and genuine interest o f  a fellow citizen 
who wants to make electric service in this area the 
finest in the world.

PORTLAND GENERAL ELECTRIC COMPANY
O w ned tn the Wett, managed and operated by O regon people


