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VOTES KEEP DEMOCRACY

Somewhat less thar W) €7 nf recistered
Washington county voter ent to the s
on May 19, to nominate candidates tw
party tickets for the gene e_::l elect of A
vember. This is considered a "heavy vole,
in an off-presidential year What sort ol
responsible citizenship, however, does it a

tually rate?

One of the results of this primary
tion, beyond naming contestants in the gen-
eral election, was the levy of £200,000 per
yvear for three years, to attempt reconstruc-

toem

tion of the primary county road system

Thig special tax will be laid upon the prop-
erty of all taxpayers. One hundred percent
of ihd'lll. not the 50% that the time to
vote, after registering. For half the citizens
of the county, therefore, the taxes they pay
and the government which rules them, as
far as the state and county goes, will be 1m-
posed upon these non-voters, rather than by
their will. _

It is a threatening feature of a dem
government only half its citizens show
sufficient interest to vote. Is
of frustration in these
are taxed without representation,
county and state level regulation
ministered by public servants for
they had no voice at election time?

took

OCrati
wher
there no sense
inactive citizens wno
\.\J'Unl'
ad-
whom

are

There was not a contested candidate or
issue on the recent primary ballot whose
result could not have been reversed. Any
defeated candidate could have been nom-
inated. The road levy could have been 1de-

tracked. The fair levy could have passed. All
that was required was the participation ol
all eligible voters in the county

This diatribe, to be sure, is not aimed at
declaring candidates defeated should have
been elected or that the road levy should
have been turned back.

What is .pointed out, without confusing
shadings, is that those who squawk like sea-
gulls when tax-paying time comes around
or who come to the personal conclusion that
whoever someone else put in political office
is a scoundrel or a nincompoop should re-
alize they have no one but themselves and
some 14,000 or more like them to blame.

The problem of non-participation in elec-
tions has long been a matter of concern to
many states. While there is no attempt
made to dictate to voters how they should
express themselves, twenty four states have
declared by statute that employees will be
excused from their jobs up to 4 hours on
election day, to enable them to vote.

In some states, employers designate the
part of the day employees take off. In
others, the statutes specifies. Some states
rule there can be no deduction from wages,
while others permit wage penalty. Likewise,
the majority of employees excused for an
election must be entitled to vote, by qual-
ification and registration.

On the west coast, only California i1s in
cluded in this voting-persuasion category,
allowing two hours off for emplovees en-
titled to vote, with a deduction of wages
made.

Here is a project which would richly de
serve the attention of state legislators, when
they are hard-pressed to find a measure to
suggest as future law.

Whatever the wile, however the method,
any effective encourage voters
participation in elections is a substantial
bulwark to local, state and national govern
ment.

Votes keep Democracy. The will of the
people will never be substantially expressed
unless there is substantial interest in can-
didates, issues and the right of suffrage

AN END AND BEGINNING

Graduation thrills, by now, have generally
given way to a feeling of anticlimax as the
“commencement”  duly exercised with ap
propriate ceremonies becomes a cold, cruel
fact.

After the ringing speeches and marching
music are stilled, the caps and gowns care-
fully removed and sent back to the rental
agency, there remains the ever growing job
of finding a place to work. . .and wages.

We would be glad to connect any of these
eager graduates with emplovment suited to
their temperaments and qualifications. But
unable to do so, we next suggest thev all
make acquaintanceship with the Oregon
state employment service office at Hillshoro

And may the world treat vou kindly. vou
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graduates, on the occasion of an end and a
beginning.
UNTIL THE RAINS COME
The warm days, which seen ire fore

runners of a full grown summer just about
upon us are a pleasure to those of us whoss
hides take a long time dryving out and w

ing up from the weather experienced

fore part of the vear

But the pleasant warmness which exter
to the stage of free perspiring has over
which is of some
cern to the crops and the green forestlands
of our living.

Statistical report on rainfall during the

tones of seriousness

last month and a half points to the possibil-
ity of stunted harvests and withered pro-
duce unless we are visited with a little rain.

Not every yvear is the ration of weather
ideally suited for growing of crops. Some-
times it is wet, other times too dry; too
hot or too cold; season too early or too late.
This so surely puts us in the position of
weather vietims, unless we take measures to
overcome the handicaps imposed.

Extension ! encourages Lhe
proper use of irrigation to increase crop
vields, for grasses and forage crops as well
as others. Sprinkler irrigation has been rec-
ommended for manyv crops, to furnish mois-
ture critically needed at this particular stage
of the growing season.

LOO

service advice

Soil  conservation and erosion control
measures, at this time, prove their inval-
uable worth though such practices are
not an immediate solution to the drouth
problem,

In the forests of Western Oregon, the
protracted dry spell has sharpened the
awareness of foresters to fire danger. Al-
l'*-.‘ul.'-" some logging operations have been

forced to suspend on account of humidity
conditions and a great dread has been ex-
pressed in many quarters as to what a large-
scale woods conflagration might mean to
counties such as Washington county, where
economic dependence is put upon forests
and forest products,

After Memorial Day, people
ing more and more to the outdoors,
cations and picnies, With so many coming to
grips with nature, the probability for man-
made fires heightens

Sometimes careless
build fires for cooking in places that are in-
vitations to full-scale damage. Many actually
not realize, for instance, that a camp-
fire is never out until the glowing embers
underneath are extinguished.

Some also learn with the utmost alarm
and regret that fire may race madly through
a carpet of pineneedles which often can
ignite by a stray spark from an untended
campfire,

“Unchaperoned” cigarette butts, allowed
to go out alone, are another menace to the
welfare of Oregon’s green forests, State law
prescribes the use of ashtrays for all motor
vehicles and picnickers as well as woods-
travelers are further enjoined to use care in
discard of butts.

What it boils down to, the proper manners
in the woods, is common attention to the
fire danger and a little extra care in not in-
nocently starting a blaze which might con-
sume acres and acres of forest and land be-
fore brought under control.

The overtones of disaster echo clearly,
these dayvs of heat and lack of rain. We
must act wisely, for our crops and for our
timber lands, that our future does not suffer
staggering blows of Adversity

But wait. What's that coming in from the
coast ? It's clouds and cooling weather. There
18 4 suggestion of moistness in the air

We can hardly wait until the rains
come.

will be turn-

for va-

campers unwisely
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JOIN THE ROSE PARADE!

I'he big push is on,

Another Rose Festival parade float com-
petition 1s getting underway in cities outside
of Portland with each eveing a possible blue
ribbon for first prize. Designated groups
within communities are girding themselves
in an all-out effort to sell a specified num-
ber of tickets to finance float
struction and to perfect plans for entries in
the line of march

The Beaverton junior chamber of
merce, seeking to repeat its 1949 win for the
outside Portland, has hit upon
an 1dea of fostering inter-community good-
will by inviting participation of neighboring

s¢NLsOn con-

i

best ||"JL|.

vicinities to join Beaverton in the float pro
ect

This idea has already gained favorable re
ponse from service groups other than
strictly in Beaverton. It seems to give the
promise of a well-rewarded effort, if neigh-
boring communities would forget about area
limits and just prove what cooperation and
working together might accomplish

lhe scope of a parade float is 20 wide, to
be sure, that one community working by

elf would hardly have much hope of real

omnlish ment

The many tasks that re
Hre doing and the amount of thought that

L project of such proportions demands are

tter accomplished by the efforts of iny

! 'I'\.af. il T-l WA

'o the plans of Multnomah, which alwavs
et to make an impression of the flo
idges, might the suggestion be added that
i worthy program of inter-

eration might well start by appealir r for
help from its neighbors on this task

The 1 re people who participats loa
reparat the more people wh nay

erest in the end result. And whether it

n a blue ribbon or not, the evidence
munities can and will work

gether 1s more than enough justification for
lending a hand in a purely civie effort

Let's

Parade!

neighbors and 10in the Rosq

help our

com-
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County millage expected to 1

main at last year's 11 mill
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MUSIC AMAZES CRITIC
Hood River might not have 1
alized just to what degree of n
worthineéss its music association |
rated

The NEWS catried a

moderation
there 1s

real

enjoyment.

Light he_z-r‘is the beverage
of moderation. Enjoy —
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Announcing the opening of new optometry office ..
DR. FRANK McBRIDE
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