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THE JOB IS UP TO YOU!

There is a date which all eligible voters
within rural school districts should bear in
mind, Monday, May 15.

| is the time set for the rural school
district election to exceed the sIX e :'l'z'l.f
limitation, which will be conducted from o
p. m. to 8 p. m.,, daylight saving time, in
each of the elementary districts concerned.

Perhaps it is the duty of an editorial, at
this time, to burst out in a fury ol invective
and prayerful pleading in the hope that tax-
payers will overcome the usual Inertia at
the prospect of a school election and vote on
this county-wide budget and the levy it 1n-
volves.

It actually seems, though, that a taxpayer
gshould have enough intelligence and Initia-
tive to stir himself of his own volition to
live up to this constitutional responsibility
of citizenship. When it comes to influences
that should evoke consideration, a heavy
hand on one's pocketbook ranks among the
greatest. Certainly, for this reason alone,
voters should be able to get up enough steam
to reach the polls.

The total levy for 1950-51, in both elemen-
tary and high school districts, only exceeds
that approved last year by $45,668.51. This
ghows as a most modest increase, consider-
ing the number of iuitill_lun.'ll classrooms
needed next fall to care for enroliment to
come.

Of the 61 districts included in the county-
wide levy. only half a dozen will need to
make a levy beyond that of 33 mills which
will be set by the approval of the rural
school district budget.

In the districts comprising the county-
wide rural district, there are approximately
6,500 pupils enrolled in elementary and h!gh
schools. Of this number, districts having
over 81% of these pupils will be benefited.

In the eastern end of the county, all but
about five rural districts will benefit to a
significant extent by passage of the levy.
And in most cases throughout the county,
there is not too great an additional millage
which will be required by some districts to
meet the 33 mill rate set by the rural school
board.

The way the countywide rural system
works, one year a school district may find
itself paying a little more beyond its own
local budget then, at other times, it may
well benefit far in excess of the overage
levied. The board, going over all local budg-
ets submitted to it, approves or disapproves
individual items and then levies the entire
amount, proportioned to the 61 rural school
districts.

Last vear, the annual school election re-
sulted in a turndown of the county-wide
levy. Result showed in the much higher tax-
ation this made necessary by those districts
who stood to profit from the rural school
district levy

There was no who could say
other district was responsible. Because even
where the levy passed, locally, by as much
as 909%, the turnout of voters was pitiable
The proposition is not what percent of a
local rural school distriet approves the levy
but rather what percent of all the districts
approve it that tells the final story.

The atter rests entirely upon all the
voters, not the usual percentage of
them who usually take time out to partici
pate ection. In certain districts,
where there is a mathematical advantage to
vote down the 33 mill levy, interest in pass-
! ol budget might be expect-
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Continued pressures on the Fede {
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the facts assembled by the Council’s re-
search team which lead to that conclusion:

Scores of new Federal spending measures
are now being urged upon Congress. If pass-
ed, they could add as much $25 billion
eventually to the nation’s annual tax burden.

The President's 1951 Federal Budget Mes-
sage calls for a total expenditure next year
of more than $£45 billion, including 3 billion
for social security programs financed by
payroll taxes. But that's just the beginning.

The proposed budget contains almost §1]
billion (%956 million to be exact) to initiate
34 new Federal spending programs. Many of
these would carry on indefinitely and grow
much larger. It is estimated that they would
eventually add $4 billion a vear to present
Federal tax burdens.

Then there are the President’s proposals
for expanded Social Security benefits and
for a National Health Insurance system,
often referred to as “socialized medicine.”
Financed by payroll taxes, they would re-
quire an estimated outlay of $13 billion an-
nually when fully under way. And the cost
would increase with the passing years.

Congressional approval is being urged for
the Brannan farm subsidy plan. Promoters
of this plan have offered no estimates of its
probable cost. A conservative estimate by
several authorities place it at $5 or $6 billion
i Vear.

Legisglation authorizing nearly billion
in new public works projects has just been
;[]I]l['l)\'l’l] by both houses of Congress. This
expenditure is to be spread over a periond
of vears. Congress also has before it more
than 300 bills providing for a wide variety
of new Federal grants-in-aid to states and
local governments, If all the programs cov-
ered in these bills were to win approval,
they would eventually add over $6 billion a
year to the Federal spending budget.

Meanwhile Uncle Sam finds himself with
insufficient tax revenues even to balance his
1950 and 1951 budgets. Latest Budget Bu-
reau estimates indicate a $5145 billion de-
ficit this year and another of equal size next
yvear. This, of course, unless Congress makes
substantial cuts in appropriations.

Where, then, would the Federal Establish-
ment obtain the additional taxes needed to
support a T0-billion-dollar-a-yvear spending
program? Except for the Administration’s
two social welfare measures which would be
financed by payroll taxes, the advocates of
new spending legislation offer no answer,
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EXPERIMENT IN BIKES

We have just finished a new experiment.

Readership areas of Beaverton, Aloha and
Multnomah have been concerned with a
special circulation contest, with five bicycles
going to the top five contestants and a 20
per cent commission rewarding other con-
testants for their subscription-seeking ef-
forts,

As In any comparable competition, there
was unrestricted joy among the Llop winners
and an admitted sense of disappointment
from those who didn't work quite hard en-
ough to be in the favored group. Yet the
experience was a healthy one with those
producing the most results winning the ma-
jor rewards

To the newspaper, it has been an inter-
esting experience, too. The interest of the
community in various candidates not only
helped the total subscription figures of the

yvoungsters but, in many cases, gave a need-
ed boost in morale just at the time it count-
ed most. The reception of these voung sub

scription-takers was not arred, as ian
known, by any aggravated disce
which also makes the experiment

satistactory
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Sylvan Brick Co.
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See Your Building Material Dealer

Savings Account

Your Savings Are Insured for
Safety Up to $5,000.00

by Federal Savings & Loan Insurance Corporation,

an instrumentality of the United States Government

A safe, profitable and convenient way to
save or invest money.

21/2%
Current Dividend
MEMBER FEDERAL HOME LOAN BANK

Washington Federal Savings

and Loan Association
HILLSBORO, OREGON
‘HAVE A YEAR'S INCOME IN A SAVYINGS ACCOUNT’

Accounts Insured to $5,000
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Mud Lake
Gets “Cleared Up”

County officers got a notice from t—for about 30 feet! But we fir
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political courage
and rugged
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OREGON WANTS
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TO REPUBLICANS INTERESTED IN BETTER
COUNTY GOVERNMENT

i H. A. KURATLI
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