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Cholera Struck Vengefully 
On Pioneer's Oregon Hiway

tragedy and hardship stalked trails as
WAGONS CUT HUB DEEP RUTS ACROSS PLAINS

married by George Olds, a justice 
of the peace. There are six of my 
children still living. My son, Elmer 
E. Ball lives at Bonita. My son 

| Henry A. Ball is a school teacher 1 
and lives at Hillsboro. I live here 
in Wilsonvtlle with my daughter 
Ada McConnell. I have 15 grand­
children, 15 great - grandchildren 
and one great- great grandchild

Many other residents of thia 
vicinity in early days came in 1852. 
Among them, William E. Walker 
and his son Robert; Henry Tucker 
and his family, including his son 
Thomas, and Wilson Tigard. Many 
stories of that fateful year on the 
trail have been handed down to 
their children.

(Continued next week)

INCOME TAX  HEADACHE

Beware the Ides of March. On that day, a 
great upheaval will have been concluded by 
the populace and many recriminations will 
Rave been voiced. Like an overhanging 
sword hangs the impending date.

Ah, yes! On this day, the collective wage 
earners and recipients of other income, 
whether by interest, by investment, by gift 
or by lottery, make annual tithe to the treas­
ury of the United States. By this day. the 
status of a \ast horde of public sen ants 
atrengthens. At least for another year, they 
will be able to function in carrying out the 
multitudinous tasks and chores that govern­
ment requires.

There are only four days remaining of 
next week in which to complete tax state­
ments— signed under the dire threat of per­
jury— and make payment to the collector of 
internal revenue.

Perhaps there are some who must still 
busy themselves at the task. For such, the 
government has most kindly prepared a 
comprehensive booklet, boldly labelled "\our 
Federal Income Tax” which is destined to 
answer all questions that might arise.

At the outset, the booklet warns, income 
tax laws are of necessity complicated. But 
the Treasury Department has gone all out 
to simplify the matter, as far as it can be 
simplified. There is a detailed index and new 
chapters added to the edition published in 
194*.

Many of us. shamefully dilatory and pro­
crastinating, have kept putting o ff the in­
evitable job of trying to make sense of the 
matter of filling out form 1040— in its vari­
ous slib-forms. Faint-heartedness can over­
come even the most sturdy and valiant.

Obviously, there is but one course to fol­
low. Take the bull by the horns and meet the 
problem head-on* This is done by a more or 
less constant routine.

First, you rustle about half-a-dozen pen­
cils, using great care that each one is sharp­
ened to a needle point. This might well con­
sume thirty tninutes. if proper diligence is 
employed.

Next it is required to hunt up the tax form 
and spend some time in minutely studying 
all questions and all possible answers to 
these questions. You must come to a conclu­
sion of deductible and non-deductible, separ­
ate return or joint return, whether a tax 
may be paid in installments or, as it says, 
in one great, gashing lump.

By this time, your nerves are badly 
strained and a great unease comes over you. 
Recommended treatment is a cup o f coffee 
and maybe a piece o f chicken or a crust of 
bread left over from Sunday dinner.

A fter working out the answer to your tax 
three or four times, not always arriving at 
the same figure, a great light will dawn. 
You will suddenly see. with amazing clarity, 
how this whole confusing task may be re­
solved.

The American public is long suffering 
and basically honest. Tax payment, of 
course, is always painful and we do not feel 
required to pay more than the law demands. 
And so. comes this revelation that tells us 
how to determine the exact amount, taking 
into consideration all individual circumstan­
ces.

Yes. these tax consultants, whether pri­
vate or furnished by the Department o f In­
ternal Revnue. certainly cure the headache
of income tax time!

• • •

ROAD BONDS OR LEVY?
A  strong case may be built around a pop­

ular conception and yet be wrong.
Washington county is faced with a crisis, 

as is well recognized by anyone who has oc­
casion to travel over its many roads. Heavy 
rains, following the damaging freeze o f Jan­
uary. are completing destruction of roads 
that, at the start of the year, were none too 
substantial.

There are stretches of county highway 
where chances o f getting through without 
the use o f chains, jack and strong words is 
decidedly remote. And rather than have 
this condition finally “ touch bottom", the 
roads just worsen more and more.

It was in full recognition o f this situation 
that some 150 representatives o f various 
county communities came together in a mass 
meeting. February 2*. to discuss ways and 
means o f getting out of the mud.

First constructive result of the meeting 
w i  the request that a planning commission 
lie named to survey county roads and make 
an estimate o f recommended improvement, 
including probable costs. The concept is to 
not only make immediate, emergency re­
pairs but to lay the foundation for a road 
system which will stand up. even i f  there is 
another unusual winter or two.

Second constructive result of the meeting 
was a basic agreement that such an ambi­
tious program as a pUnning commission 
would set up will require money that can 
only come from the pocket of taxpayers.

A  strong case was built, by an aUy-»(wak­
ing farmer, on the advantage o f a special 
levy. He pointed out. with logic and convic­
tion, that taxes are mounting at an alarming 
rate. And with the fearful prospect of some 
sort o f recession and depression threatening

to knock the props out from values and 
prices of farmlands and other real estate, a 
continuing bond issue obligation might break 
many.

Having gone through a disastrous experi­
ence in the thirties, the speaker based his 
remarks on facts. He envisioned vast par­
cels o f land being sold for taxes and. as a 
companion effect, the repudiation o f county 
obligations.

His endorsement o f a "moderate special 
levy” for roads met unanimous approval of 
those assembled. “ Pay as you go” , it is 
called. Pay as far as you can go. it might 
more definitively be stated. A moderate levy 
o f 5 mills, it was pointed out, would bring 
in about $182,000. on present valuations.

Another speaker assumed that interest 
charges on a bond issue of $5 million would 
approximate $100,000, which charges might 
better lie spent directly on road improve­
ment.

Whether the special levy contention meets 
the requirements of the situation is open to 
question. In the first place, a 5-mill road tax 
would bring in little more than was available 
last year, when $100,000 was borrowed from 
the state to meet an emergency condition.

Then there is the question as to what are 
the requirements o f the county road situa­
tion. Are we solely concerned with madly 
throwing on more crushed rock to make 
roads passable and following the present 
routine o f not providing proper drainage? 
Is the county going to lie satisfied with a 
continuing emergency status, without get­
ting to the heart o f the matter which proves 
present roads are inadequate?

It seems a little belated that the county 
art Is now concluding emergency opera­

tions will not suffice. But it is at least a 
start of solution with this overdue beginning 
point.

Road money, it seems, will be better ex­
pended if there is some technique applied to 
construction. Full concern for drainage must 
be adopted. Proper base to stand the rigors 
of today’s traffic is believed to be the an­
swer to the roads which today are falling 
apart.

Immediate outlay should be far in excess 
of costs some five years from now, if proper 
measures are employed. These measures in­
clude a project which encompasses the en­
tire county road network with proper engi­
neering and full knowledge o f the impor­
tance o f drainage provisions.

Has any believer in a special levy the an­
swer how sufficient funds may be so raised 
to do the job that is demanded ? "Pay as you 
go” is good, conservative practice. But it 
represents a weak solution to a nee«.! that is 
paramount.

A bond issue, on the other hand, could be 
sold on a staggered basis, over a period of 
five years, and he repaid in ten years or 
more. Under such a plan, adequate money 
could lie obtaineii when needed most, at the 
start o f roads rehabilitation.

There will be a number «if new road users 
come into the county within the next five 
or ten years. And they will pay s«ime propor­
tion o f a long-range project with bonds. A  
special levy, however, will bring insufficient 
money to start the proposed road program. 
And present property owners will pay for 
roads whose service should continue for 
much longer than the taxable year.

The county mads planning commissuin 
will do well to consider all phases of the 
problem before officially recommending ei­
ther mad bonds or a special levy to rescue
the county's roads.

* • #
THE COM STORY UP-TO-DATE

It d«iesn’t make any difference w hether you 
are a Republican, a lVm«icrat or an Inde- 
pemlent; the following article from the Ber­
nice. l«a.. New »-Journal is jfixxl f«»r all to 
read who wish to see our American system 
of representative government survive.

Capitalism: I f  you have two cows, you 
sell one and buy a bull.

Socialism. I f  you have two cows, you give 
«me «if them to your neighbor.

Communism: If you have two cows. y«iu 
give them to the government .and the gov­
ernment gives you milk

Fascism: I f  you have two cows, you keep 
the cows and give the nnlk to the govern­
ment.

New Deal: I f  you have two cows, you 
sh«xit «me. milk the «ither. then pour the 
milk down the drain.

Fair Deal: I f  you have two cows, you let 
them starve so you can buy your milk in
cans, thus making business better 

• • •
Ml SICS C.RE \TEST GIFT

The world mourns the passing o f Harry 
lau«ler. wh«v*e rich mice enriched millions to 
whtim he sang He was justly famed, with 
his jaunty airs and the lilt he gave to Scot­
tish mekidies.

To many, he was Perhaps a comedian, a 
sort o f passing trouoadcr who brought a 
snatch o f j«illity. But he will be remembered 
for kmg. by many through«Hit the world.

In an almost forgotten interview he once 
answered a queslkm as to what was Music’s 
greatest gift to the world. He described it 
as "the song o f a m«»ther with a sleeping 
bairn on her Knee."

Any mtdt-r who tuta addition­
al unorauiUon on iuw hx  pia- 

or e\ etila co« <• rfd by Mr. 
Robinson srv iiiMtcd to »r ite  
tbe now«paper. In thU way, a 
more eomplct* historical se­
ries will be possible.

Address letters to Hervejr S. 
Robinson. «*. Bea.erton Enter­
prise, Beaverton. Oregon.

( Continued from last week I 
The year 1852 was the one in 

which there was the heaviest im­
migration over the Oregon TraU. 
It is estimated that 15.000 people 
came over the trail that year.

The route which, only ten years 
before had been a mere path, so 
vague and indistinct that Dr. Eli­
jah White, bringing a company of 
emigrants to Oregon on horseback, 
was obliged to employ guides to 
show them the way had now be­
come a mighty . highway where 
heavy ox-drawn wagons marching 
in an almost continuous column 
had worn ruts, hub-deep in some 
places, across the plains and moun­
tains from the Missouri river to 
the Cascades of the Columbia and 
over the Barlow Road into the 
Willamette valley.

This was the year in which the 
cholera epidemic raged furiously. 
The earliest pioneers, in spite of 
the fact that they were blazing a 
new trail, had somewhat better 
conditions enroute

They found better forage for 
their stock The grass in 1852 had 
been eaten o ff by thousands of 
animals and the later wagon trains 
often had to take the leavings or 
seek camping places two or three' 
miles off the beaten track.

The earliest comers found every­
thing fresh and pure, the water 
unpolluted. But the larger number 
of emigrants swarming over the j 
same route, camping on the same 
sites, and using the same source 
of water supply, without any san­
itary facilities, encountered serious 
trouble.

That year Barton Constable, fa­
ther of Mrs. John Quincy Adams 
Young, died upon the road to Ore­
gon. leaving six orphan children, 
whose mother had died before they 
left Missouri. Three months later 
the youngest of the children died, 
and the five surviving members of 
the family were cared for the rest 
of the way by a nephew of Mr. 
Constable.

Mrs. Nancy A Ball, of Wilson- 
ville, related to Fred Lockley. some 
years ago. her experiences upon 
that memorable trip, when she was 
a little girl, less than eight years 
old. She said

“We spent six months crossing 
the plains to the Willamette Val­
ley, and the memories of that 
Journey are still vivid “ Her father. 
William Robbins started for Ore­
gon with his family, consisting of 
his wife and eight children

One of these children, Sarah 
Jane, five years old. died and was 
buried on the plains, but that was 
only the beginning of their trou­
bles; soon four other members of

their party were carr.ed off by 
the dread cholera, not an unusual 
occurance. Wilson Tigard, who 
came the same year, states that 
sometimes only one or two mem­
bers of a large family would sur­
vive.

Said Mrs. Ball. " I  remember the 
storms we had on the Platte and 
the Little Blue. I remember twice 
when our oxen stampeded. And I 
remember, too. that it was on the 
Little Blue that the cholera struck 
us. Three of my father's sisters 
died within 48 hours of the cholera.

“AH three of my aunts were 
buried in one grave. We had no 
lumber from which to make a cof­
fin. so a broad grave was dug and 
a feather bed put in the bottom of 
it. A blanket was then spread over 
the three bodies and brush put in 
on the blankets. Then they shovel­
ed in the dirt. My uncle also died 
of cholera on the Little Blue."

William Robbins took his dona­
tion land claim near Tualatin, and 
in 1856 met with a tragic end. It 
was a hunting accident and no 
one ever knew just what happened. 
He had started out to look for 
game and didn't return, when they 
found him he was dead, his dis­
charged gun lying across his body, 
apparently he had stumbled, ac- 
cidentlly discharging the gun.

There are many descendents of 
William Robbins still living in this 
section of the country. Nancy was 
married about 1861. to Larkin Bail

She told Fred Lockley. at the 
time of the interview, “We were
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Father At 100
By (>c. V  Taylor

Abraham was 100 and Sarah his 
wife 90 and God promised Abraham 
that a son would be born to them.

Abraham gave no ‘thought to his 
own body now as good as dead, he 
being 100. nor 
that Sarah was 
far past the age 
of child - bearing.
But being strong 
m faith. Abraham 
b e l i e v e d  that

DO NOT 
STRUGGLE

A  loan on your autom obile will 
enable you to pay a ll b ills 
and have only one paym ent to 
m ake each month. See us at 
once
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1032 N E Canyon Road 

"H a ske ll Shopping C en te r"
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The real goodness 

of our American 

way of life stems 

from a gracious
.

spirit of tolerance. J 
moderation and

good fellowship.
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lig fit le e r  is the beverage  
of m oderation Enjoy
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what G od  had 
promised, that he 
was able to per­
form. And true 
e n o u g h ,  in due 
time I s a a c  the

« a* born and o h l  N. Thytar 
Abraham's faith 
justified

And for you'* Does the Bible at 
Ephesians 2 12 point to you? It 
says that the lost are without 
Christ, having no hope and with­
out God in the world. If that pas­
sage means you. then like Abra­
ham. have faith in God. Believe 
him. that Christ died for you. Be­
lieve and God gives you eternal 
life With that new life come new 
ways, days and urges. And every 
hour lean all your weight on Christ

Sum it up Abraham staggered 
not at the promise of God through 
unbelief but was strong in faith 
giving glory to God being fully 
persuaded that what God had 
promised, that he was able to 
perform. What for you*

This space paid for by a Seattle 
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S. W. McCbesney Rd.. Portland 1. 
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OPEN A 
Savings Account
Your Savings Are Insured for 

Safety Up to $5,000.00
by Federal Savings & Loan Insurance Corporation, 
an instrum enta lity of the United States Governm ent

A safe, profitable and convenient way to 
cave or invest money.

2Vî%
Current Dividend

M EM B ER  FE D E R A L  HOM E LO A N  B A N K

Washington Federal Savings 
and Loan Association

H ILLSB O R O , O REGO N
HAVE A YEAR'S INCOME IN A SAVINGS ACCOUNT*

Accounts Insured to $5 ,00 0

REVOLUTIONARY NEW 
WATER SOFTENER!

£ Lower in Cost than 
comparable pre-war designs
P&utuC&t dfocfa-WaZtc
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Only th# Electro-Mafic sof­
tens so muck w ater so fast
. . . only Permutit (fives 
v«*u the new eel d teee ie ry  in 
water-eof(ening minerals. 
Permutit

For a steady supply of 
■ re. soft water at every 
aaret get »m ating  new 

Permutit E leetromatie 
home water softener.

N O W  ONLY

$195
r.
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Check these fe a tu re s .. .
1. Simple to install
2. Fasv to operate

3. t «impletely \utomatie
4. Buy it on easy 

F.H. terms

Permutit softener save* you over $100 
a year on soap, fuel and repair bill*.
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