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Citizenship is a quality that defies iron-
clad definition. It is above party and social
status. Certainly this is a personal thing that
indicates our ability to meet the resopnsibil-
ities in the give or take of national life.

The year 1950 faces problems which will
demand fullest attention from every citizen
within the nation. Already the pattern of
serious inflation has been set with the an-
nounced increase in the priee of steel start-
ing an avalanche of higher prices on durable
goods from cars to electric appliances—and
more will yet come, no doubt.

Inflation is the curse of a society which
finds its dollars devaluated in terms of how
much food it will buy for the family table
or how many items of clothing it will allow.
This trend truly jeopardizes the welfare of
the nation and without doubt will come to
the attention of legislators in Washington,
D, U.

Whether or not there will be a wave of
tax increases to “go along” with U. S. Steel
must await developments. But surely before
the vear is out this question will be resolved,
one way or another., It is futile to shrug
aside such thoughts. No one can take refuge

perhaps other items.

From the nature of the petition, as pre-
sented to the city council in December, it
seems that Beaverton landlords have come
together into the nucleus of an organization
to lift restraints on rental charges. Whether
or not there are some more entitled to con-
sideration than others might be the case.
But it seems to be a matter of “sink or
swim" depending upon the action of the city
council following the hearing.

It is undeniable that sewer installation
has made a noticeable hardship for some
landlords, particularly where they furnish
water and so pay sewer as well as water
user charges. Perhaps the percentage of
landlords paying such charges is larger than
15 generally known. To most tenants, how-
ever, the water bill comes direct with unerr-
ing regularity.

On the matter of city taxation to pay for
installation of laterals and subsequent stub
connections, tenants might not rejoice in the
opportunity to pay through higher rents for
an improvement which will increase the
valuation of the property.

Houses and apartments are not exceeding-
ly plentiful in the Beaverton area, as vet.
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We're off to 1950—with a world full of hope for sur-
passing the progress of the first half century while
avoiding its mistakes.

Telephone service—which played such a vital role
in bringing the world closer together for the first
part of the century—has a still bigger job to ac-
complish for the years ahead.

We're tackling our part of that job, confident of
increasing our service to you while increasing the
value of your telephone for you.

Happy New Year!
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