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Joseph L.Meek Emerges As 
More Than Robust Trapper

BIOGRAPHY TELLS OF HIS INFLUENCE BEYOND 
PHYSICAL PROWESS AND DRAMATIC LEADERSHIP

Driving In Cold 
Weather Brings 
Accident Perils

By H e r w y  S. R obinson
(Continued from  las t  w eek )  

W ithin  the  past few  d a y s  we  
have th oroughly  enjoyed the  peru- 
■al of a  new  book by Dr. H arvey  
E. Tobie in w h ich  g iv es  us a sch o l­
arly and accu rate  biography of one  
o f  the founders o f  W a sh in gton  
co u n ty ’s earliest  se tt lem en t,  Joseph  
L  Meek.

P erhaps no resident o f  W a sh in g ­
ton county, old or new  has had so 
m uch w ritten  and published about  
him  as th is  colorful and dynam ic  
»sader in Oregon pioneer a ffa irs  
w ith  so little  resu lting  appreciation  
of the  m an  and his work.

C o m m en tin g  upon th is  situation  
in his n otes  Dr. Tobie says, “In 
spite  o f  h is  superior  k n ow led g e  of  
th in gs  p erta in in g  to the  P ac if ic  
N o rth w es t  o f  l i terature  and pol­
itics. he w as u n iversa l ly  belittled  
as uneducated  and even  i l l i terate—■ 
U n fortu n ate  em p h a s is  on his m ou n ­
tain adventures , his physical p row ­
ess  and exuberance  and a few  
sp ectacu lar  a c ts  such  as  his dra­
m atic  leadersh ip  at C h am p oeg  have  
tended to obscure his con tin u in g  
im portance and influence. H is  true 
g reatn ess  h as  not been recognized  
because h is  memory' has been used  
largely  as  a basis  for a m u sem en t .” 

Dr. Tobie has g iven  us in his  
book a v iv id  b iography of Meek, 
th e  m an  in terw o v en  w ith  an ab-

W il lam ette  valley. L eaders in th is  
u n d erta k in g  were  R obert N ewell,  
J o sep h  Meek and Caleb W ilk ins ,  
sc ion s  of good A m er ica n  fam ilies  
w ho had in their you th  been drawn  
in to  the R o ck y  M ountain  fur trade  
through  love o f  adventure.

T h ey  w ere brothers-in-law. In a

kins w a s  in the other drivers seat, ¡cep ted  the addit ional responsibility  
w hile  the  catt le  brought up the  ! She d ressed  the  beautiful little  
rear. j half-Ind ian  g ir l  in c loth ing left by

"The w agon  train w as obliged to her o w n  A lice Clarissa, w ho had 
break a trail over lava  beds into drow ned in 1839, and took Helen  
and out o f  canyons, across  fords. Mar to fill a  vacant place in hei 
through m ountain  passes  and over  heart and household
ev er la st in g  sage  brush, often as F rom  th e  W h itm a n  m ission the Cold w eath er  spells  and carbon  
high as  the horses heads, crash in g  little party  proceeded to the Hud- n'o n o *>de poisoning  go hand in 
under the  lurching w agons.  At so n ’s B ay  co m p a n y ’s Fort W alla b"n<t. m otor ists  w ere reminded  
last the w agon boxes were  aban- W alla  n ea r  the  junction o f  the ,od iiV by the Secretary  o f  State's  
doned but still they  struggled  on W alla  W a lla  and Columbia rivers. I ' a t t i c  S a fe ty  D ivis ion  
w ith  the running gears T hus they T here  they  le f t  their wagons. Craig T h e  d ivis ion  said m a n y  traffic  
arrived at the H udson's Bay com- and L arison  w en t  east to Spaldings acc id en ts  in w hich  the driver up 
p an y’s trading post. Fort Boise, m ission a t  L ap w al and N ew ell  and parently  fell a s leep  might bo traced  
w here W h itm an  had left his w agon  Meek w ith  their  fam ilies proceeded to ca ib o n  m onoxide fum es seeping  
in 1836. Here th ey  rem ained five on horseb ack  to the W illam ette  | in through loose f loorboards or 
days to recuperate. valley  d r iv in g  w ith  them with the d efec t iv e  ex h a u st  sys tem s. The gas

’’S o m ew h a t  refreshed they there help  of th e  S n a k e  Indians tw o is co lor less  and odorless, and will 
to ilsom e journey -W i th  sw eat anil co w s  and a bull furnished by Dr. induce drow sin ess  even  though  the
d iscom fort  they  broke their w ay  W hitm an. i co n cen trat ion  is not strong enough

country  w h ere  there w ere no wo- over the  Blue M ountains, th ro u g h  ! T h e  rem a in d er  o f  this momen- to  be lethal.
m en  o f  their  ow n  race, th ey  had a forest, over hills, w hose  s lopes tous Journey o f  W ashington  eoun D rivers  are advised  to keep a
ta k e n  for their  w iv es  three  Indian w ere covered  w ith  loose rocks, to  ty ’s ear liest  se tt lers  must be left w in d o w  s l igh t ly  open to allow
princesses ,  d a u gh ters  o f  K ow esote ,  the Pleasant plains o f  the U m ati l la  for a la ter  installm ent
a ch ie f  o f  the N ez P erce  tribe. and W alla  Walla rivers. (C ontinued  next week*
A ssoc iated  with th em  in their  plan "With less d ifficu lty , th ey  pro- ---------
w ere  three o th er  A m erican  trap- ce ‘‘ded, about the first o f  N o v em - ^  IN i *  >,
pers. G eorge W. Ebberts, W il l iam  her t0  a point near the W hitm an V ^ l C g O l l  l ^ w l l T I S T
D o ty  and J o sep h  Gale w h o  also  ! m iss ion  from  w hich  th ey  could see  
becam e noted in the a n n a ls  o f  > adobe w alls  g lea m in g  in the set- 
w a s h in g t o n  co u n ty  and th e  ter- t ing  sun beyond a cu lt ivated  area  
ritory. that m ust have reminded them  of

T h e  incept ion  o f  the plan w as 1 farm s th ey  had seen in Missouri —
N e w e l l ’s “C om e,’’ he said to Meek. 1 Xt se«*med that they m ight be com-  
“w e are done w ith  th is  life in t h e | in K borne, 
m ou n ta in s  d one w ith  w a d in g  in I

Buys Interest In 
Beaverton Clinic

W ith  his purchase of one-third  
in terest  in T h e  Tualatin  Valley  

D octor W h itm a n  received them  Clinic, B eaverton , Dr. Jack  W.
the Dutro, D .M.D. h as  announced his  

in g  a ltern a te ly  done w ith  Indian | travelers expressed  doubts as  to  a ff i l ia t ion  w ith  Dr. Vernon D.
beaver dams, and freezing p rsta rv -  e n th u s ia s t ic a l ly ,  and when

trad in g  and Indian fighting . The ,h e  a d v a n ta g e  that  m ight co m e j H ansen , M D. and Dr Everett  A 
fur trad e  is dead in the R ock y  from bring ing  th e  w a g o n s  th e  Sorensen. M.D.

en tran ce  of needed fresh air even  
in coldest w eather . In addition, the 
fo l low in g  rules for avoid ing  a c ­
c id en ts  in w inter  w eath er  were 

, listed:
1. Keep w in d sh ie ld s  and win- 

\ i lows c lear  o f  fo g  or frost.
1 2. Avoid sudden startin g  or
stop p in g  on slippery surfaces. Ap­
ply brakes  w ith  a pum ping action  
to  avoid  skidding.

3. K eep  far en ou gh  behind the  
v eh ic le  ah ead  o f  you to a llow you  
to s top  sa fe ly  i f  necessary.

4. S low  dow n well in advan ce  of  
in tersect ion s  and curves.

M ountains and it is no place for us m iss ion ary  assured them  "Oh, you  
now, if it ever  w as. W e are young  
yet, and life is before us. W e c a n ­
not w a ste  it here.

“Let us go  down into the W il­
lam ette  va l ley  and tak e  farms.
T here  is a lready quite a sett lem ent  
there  m ad e  by the  M ethodist m is ­
sion  and H u d so n ’s B ay  com pany's

sorbing narrative o f  the  period o f  retired servan ts  W h a t  do you say  
frontier  life in w h ich  he  played a I M eek? Shall w e turn A m erican  
lead ing  part. T h is  well w ritten  se t t le r s ? ”
book w ith  all the m ovem en t  and Meek agreed  but inquired. "W hat  
appeal o f  fiction is a must for have  y ou  got for me to do? I 
every stu d en t  o f  Oregon h istory haven 't  a n y th in g  to begin w ith  
and a true ad venture s t o iy  that but a  w ife  and baby.” 
will hold the in terest  o f  a lm ost  “Well, you  can drive one o f  the

T h a n k sg iv in g  P ra ise  Service  will 
he held in R eedville  ch in ch  Wed

a n y  reader.
W ith  the con sen t o f  the author  

and o f  th e  Oregon Historica l So­
c ie ty  w h ich  Is sp on sor in g  its pub­
lication w e  are b a s in g  the fo l low ­
ing account o f  the  c o m in g  of the  
f irst  w h ite  sett lers  to th e  Tualatin  
P lains  upon data assem bled  by Dr. 
Tobie in th is  work. D irect q u ota­
tions, unless  o th erw ise  indicated  
are from Dr. Tobie's book. N o Man 
i J k e  Joe. A rran gem en t  and inter­
pretations are our own and not 
n ecessar ily  those o f  the  author or 
sponsor.

As stated  in nn earlier  in s ta l l­
ment. a group of A m erican  trap­
pers in the R o ck y  M ountains decid­
ed. in 1840. to abandon their  w a y  j 
of life and join th e  se t t lers  in the
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GIFT PLANTERS 
AND FIGURINES

LABBE' FLOW ERS
6802 S. W. Canyon Road 

ATwater 1089

w a g o n s  and tak e  your fam ily  and  
t i a p s  along. N icho las  will drive  
the other, and I ’ll play leader and  
look a fter  the train. Craig will  go  
also, and w e shall be quite  a party  
w ith  w hat strays  w e  shall pick  
up.”

N ew ell ,  w h o  had piloted a party  
of m issionaries ,  H a rv ey  Clark, 
Philo  B. L itt lejohn and Alvin T. 
S m ith  to Fort Hall,  there  traded  
fresh horses  for their jaded m ounts  
and accepted  their tw o w a g o n s  in 
p aym en t  for his serv ices  as a 
guide. B tother-in-law  Caleb W ilk ins  
secured a third w agon  abandoned  
by Joel W alk er  an im m igran t of  
the  proceed ing  year.

N ew el l  traded one o f  his w a g o n s  
to F r a n c is  E rm atinger , the H u d ­
son ’s B a y  co m p a n y ’s su p er in ten d ­
ent at Fort Hall,  w h o  agreed  to 
furnish one m an and m ateria l  
ass is ta n ce  for an attem pt to “start 
w ith  w a g o n s  and open a toad from  
Fort Hall to W alla Walla," an e x ­
perim ent w hich  had never yet been  
undertaken.

On S eptem ber 27, 1840 the party  
started from Fort Hall. Meek w as  
driv ing  N e w e l l ’s w agon, Caleb  
W ilk ins  drove his own, and the  
w agon provided by E m a tin g er  w as  
driven by a G erm an nam ed N ich ­
olas. O ther m em bers of the  partv  
included the leader, “Doc" N ewell.  
W illiam  Craig, John Larison, o ther  
friends, the fam il ies  o f  som e o f  
the  trappers and a S n a k e  Indian  
w ho cared for the catt le  th ey  drove  
w ith  them .

“Doc" rode ahead as  a leader,  
fo llow ed by oth ers  on h orseback  
Then ca m e th e  w agons, w ith  Joe  
d riv in g  four horses and a mule,  
N ich o las  a four horse team , Wil-

Dr. Dutro, w h o  Is now practicing
will never regret it you have bro- as  a  doctor o f  d e n t i - , y in Corval- T TIAN K SG I\ ING P R A IS E
ken the ice and w h en  others  see  hs, will open  h is  off ice  at the
that the w a g o n s  have passed, th ey  1 ex p ected  o p en in g  of the Clinic
too will pass, and in a few vears so m etim e  in January . At that tim e .
the va lley  will be full of our be will  ren ew  h is  residency in the j n Rht N o v ’ 23 P uhl,c  welcom e,  
people.” T ualatin  va l ley ,  and will be ac- ; , _ _ . m

The Ind ians w alked  round and com p a n ied  by his wife, Mrs. W anda  J 
round the "horse canoes" as th ey  Dutro, and th e ir  three children,  
called them , and then, as  N ew el l  boys.
put it. "Seemed to g ive  It up." Joe | Dr. D u tro  c la im s  Hillsboro as 
Meek w as m uch  im pressed  on ob - 1  bis  h om e w h ere  his parents Mr. j 
serv in g  the Indian children, w ards and Mrs. G len  D utro  now reside,  
of the  m issionaries ,  "as they learn- He a tten d ed  Laurelw ood A cadem y  
ed h ou sek eep in g ,  sew in g ,  reading. *n G aston, th en  schooled at G len­
w rit in g  and farm labor as well as  dale J u n io r  C ollege  in California, 
religion." Here, sa y s  Dr. Tobie, in fo l lo w in g  w h ich  he attended the  
his narrative. "He w a s  con ten t to U n iv ers i ty  of Oregon Dental School  
leave his little  daughter, H elen  a n d g rad u ated  in 1946.
Mar, by a form er Indian m arriage S u b seq u en t  to  his graduation he 
to be brought up by these  good estab lish ed  his practice in Corval- 
people. Mrs. W h itm an  readily ac- bs.

BRICK
Common and Face Brick 

Fireplace Accessories

Sylvan Brick Co
Office , W areh ou se  Factory  

5437 S. W. Canyon Court 
N ear  Sylvan CA-1909

Your Bank is Always Open...

... when you
HANK BY MAIL
You choose your own “banking hours” when 
you use our Bank-By-Mail service. Your “tell­
er’s window" is the nearest mail box—open all 
day and night for your convenience.

You save time. You save steps. You open your 
account, make deposits, withdraw funds, have 
interest credited . . . all by mailt

Interested? Just write to us (or drop in). We’ll 
send you the necessary forms all ready for you 
to fill out, together with a few simple instruc­
tions that make everything as easy as A B G.

The Commercial Bank of Oregon
8848 S. W. C A N Y O N  R O A D  W E S T  S L O P E

M E M B E R  F E D E R A L  D E P O S IT  IN S U R A N C E  C O R P O R A T IO N

Back of this great trade-mark

. . .  all these EXTR

exclusively yours in Chevrolet a t low est cost

FISHER THORSEN PAINTS 

PLUMBING AND ELECTRICAL SUPPLIES

A LO H A/  O RE .  ★  P H O N E 4311

FOR THE BEST
I N S U R A N C E

and
R E A L  E S T A T E

FULL SAFE DEPOSIT BOX SERVICE 
AMERICAN EXPRESS MONEY ORDERS

CALL

GRIFFITH Cr MEEKE
offices

ALOHA PHONE 6711 HILLSBORO PHONE 171

Check these 
EXTRA VALVES  
before you decide 

on any car

Extra  Econom ical to O w n, 
O p era te  and M aintain

and traditionally worth more 
when you trade; for Chevrolet 
is America’s most wanted 
motor car—new or used!

Fisher Body  
Styling and Luxury

with smooth, graceful curves, 
new interior richness and such 
extra luxuries as Push-Button 
Handles.

Curved W indshie ld  
with Panoram ic V isib ility

supplying all that extra vision 
which means extra safety in 
driving with a fuller, freer 
view all about you.

Fisher Unisteel 
Body Construction

with steel welded to steel 
above, below and all around 
you for the highest degree of 
solidity, quietness and safety.

W orld'« Cham pion  
V alve-in -H ead  Engine

the extra efficient power plant 
with the valve-in-head design 
that’s setting the trend for the
automotive industry.

5-Inch W id e-B ase  Rim s, 
plus Low -Pressure Tires

the widest rims in the low- 
price field—plus extra low- 
pressure tires —for greater sta­
bility and riding-comfort.

Center Point 
Steering

with control centered between 
the front wheels for maximum 
driving ease with minimum 
driver fatigue.

CO.
PHONE 3333

Certi-Safe  
H ydraulic Brakes

more outstanding than ever be­
fore with new Dubl-Life Rivet­
less brake linings that last up 
to twice as long.

Longer, H eav ier, 
with W ider Tread

4

the big car in the low-price 
field, with all the advantages 
of more riding-comfort, road- 
steadiness and safety.

CARR CHEVROLET
BEAVERTON. OREGON


