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'Steamboat Code' Served To 
Depict Confusion of Laws

RECONVENED LEGISLATURE OF 1849 ENTANGLED 
ITSELF IN ATTEMPT TO ADOPT IOWA STATUTES

By Ht»rv«*y S. Robinson

A ny rettdor who him itddltton- 
•1 In fo rm atio n  on nainott, pl*- 

o r  event«  covered by Mr. 
R ob inson  a re  Invited to w rite  
th e  new spaper. In  tills way, a 
m o re  com plete h la to rlao l «e- 
r lea  will be possible.

A ddress le tte rs  to  lle rv ey  S. 
R obinson , %> B eaverton  K nter- 
p rlse , B eaverton . Oregon.

(C on tinued  from  last week)
W ith  its  m em orial to  C ongress 

com pleted  a n d  in the  hands of the 
d e leg a te  to  C ongress for presen ta- 
to in  to  th a t  body an d  a f te r  a th ree  
w eeks recess for harvest, the T e r­
r ito r ia l L eg isla tu re  reconvened on 
A ugust 20, 1849 to  deal w ith  o ther 
recom m enda tions in the governo r’s 
m essage. M ost Im portan t of these 
w as the  Job of p reparing , enacting  
a n d  pub lish ing  a code of law s for 
th e  te rr ito ry .

As th e  governo r had pointed out 
in h is  m essage a m ost deplorable 
s itu a tio n  existed in " the  loose and 
defective  condition  of the  s ta tu te  
law s. T he only laws prevailing  in 
th e  T e rr ito ry  were those enacted  
by th e  la te  P rovisional govern ­
m en t, w hich the ac t c rea tin g  the 
T e rr ito ry  had declared  valid and 
in  force so fa r  as they did not 
co n flic t w ith the constitu tion  of 
th e  U nited  S ta te s  and the  provi­
sions of th e  O rganic Act.

T hese law s had been adopted 
from  an  old and Im perfect edition 
of th e  L aw s of Iowa. Most of them  
w ere unsu lted  for the ex isting  con­
d itio n s  in  O regon, and inaccessible 
to  the  people who w ere to be gov­
ern ed  by them . Only one or two 
copies o f th is  Iow a code w ere to 
be found in th e  T e rrito ry . T he 
governo r declared  th a t fitn ess  and 
accessib ility  o f the s ta tu te  law  
coupled w ith  education  w ere "the 
best sa feg u ard s ag a in s t crim e and 
th e  su re s t pledge of p ro sperity .” 

"N o duty ," h e  said, "Is m ore 
dem anded  by th e  public In te r­
e s t th a n  th a t  w hich devolves 
upon you. In fu rn ish in g  th e  
people—w ith  good an d  w hole­
som e law«."
As h as been s ta ted  before in th is 

series, little  w as accom plished  d u r­
ing th e  f irs t  tw o w eeks of th e  
legislative session except th e  p re­
para tion  of a  m em orial to  Con­
gress. A nu m b er of m easu res  w ere 
in troduced  an d  considered  In com ­
m ittees  bu t no conclusive action  
w as taken .

O ne week a f te r  the reconvening  
of the  leg is la tu re  th e  H ouse finally  
go t a round  to  consider a bill In tro ­
duced by W . W. C h ap m an  of Cham - 
poeg coun ty  “to  en ac t and cause 
to  be published a code of laws." 
A fter prolonged d iscussion th is  
m ehsure passed  th e  H ouse on Sep­
tem b er 19 an d  w as sen t to  the 
council.

T he m easure, as  passed by the 
house, did not include « crim inal 
code and w as accom pan ied  by a 
resolution  th a t.  "T he Council con 
curving, a co m m ittee  of th ree  from  
each H ouse be app o in ted  to  enqu ire  
in to  w hat system  of law s upon 
crim es and  p u n ish m en ts  will b<- 
m ost likely to  m eet th e  ap p ro b a ­
tion  of the  assem bly  "

T he Council co n cu rred  and  the  
jo in t com m ittee  d rew  up  an  act 
w hich becam e know n ns the  C hap  
m an Code. T h is  ac t e n g ra fte d  som e

seven ty -tw o  law s from  th e  low* 
" S ta tu te s  of 1843" upon the pro­
posed O regon  Code, designating  
the  Iw oa law s by the ir several 
tit le s  an d  pages w here located in 
th e  Iow a code.

S ections one and two of th is  ac t 
p rovided 1, “T h a t the Revised 
L aw s of Iow a. 1843, h e re in a fte r 
en titled , an d  h ere in a fte r am ended, 
be an d  th e y  a re  hereby adopted  as 
the  law s o f th is  T errito ry .”

2, “T he sa id  laws, toge ther w ith 
such a c ts  a s  shall be passed a t 
th e  p resen t session of the Legisla­
tive A ssem bly, shall be Indexed 
an d  published ."

A lthough  au tho iized  the  code 
w as n ev e r p rin ted . A con troversy  
aro se  betw een  the  p rin te r  to  whom 
the  c o n tra c t w as given and  the 
se c re ta ry  of th e  te rrito ry .

In  response  to  a resolution  of 
th e  C ouncil in May 1850, the p r in t­
er, J a m e s  M. Moore, explained th a t 
a f te r  m a k in g  all necessary  a r ­
ran g e m en ts  fo r com plying w ith  his 
c o n tra c t, th e  S ecre tary  of the  T e r­
r ito ry  had  declined to  fu rn ish  him  
w ith  copies o f the  laws.

No ex p lan a tio n  was given a t 
f ir s t  fo r th e  re fu sa l but, "a t a late 
d a te  n ea r  th e  exp ira tion  of the 
tim e allow ed by the L egislative 
A ssem bly fo r  the  com pletion of 
the  c o n tra c t"  P ritc h e tte  explained 
th a t  " a  g re a t portion of th e  bills 
w ere not en ro lled  and if he could 
p rocure  an  office and a su itab le 
place to  b o ard  he would be pleased 
to  fu rn ish  copies.

"A bout th is  tim e." said Mr. Moore, 
“he le ft an d  w en t below."

T h is  la s t s ta te m e n t is suscip tab le 
of tw o in te rp re ta tio n s . We have 
looked in vain  fo r any  accoun t of 
Mr. P r i tc h e tte ’s w hereabout a f te r  
the a r r iv a l o f O overnor G aines in 
A ugust 1850. So the read er m ay 
d a rw  his ow n conclusions as to 
w h e th e r  M r. Moore re ferred  to 
C a lifo rn ia  o r a  w arm er clim ate.

In  th e  sp rin g  of 1850, the newly 
a rr iv ed  U nited  S ta tes  D istric t A t­
to rney , A m ory H olbrook pro­
nounced  the  ac t m ak ing  the selec­
tio n s  from  the Iow a s ta tu te s  void, 
because  It em braced m ore th a n  
one ob ject, co n tra ry  to  a provision 
of th e  O rg an ic  Act which provided 
th a t  every  law  of th e  te rr ito ry  
should  em brace  but one ob ject and 
th a t  should  be expressed in  th e  
title .

He derisively  n icknam ed  it th e  
"S te am b o a t Code" because it c a r ­
ried  such  a m iscellaneous cargo. 
T he S uprem e C o u rt w as sp lit over 
the  cap ita l location  con troversy , 
tw o m em bers s it tin g  a t  O regon 
C ity and one a t  Salem .

T he m a jo rity  a t  O regon City ac­
cepted the C hapm an  Code ns th e  
law  of the T errito ry . Ju d g e  P r a t t  
a t Salem rejected  it an d  reg a rd ed  
the  code of the P rov isional g o v ern ­
m ent as still in force. T he s itu a tio n  
becam e m ore confused  th a n  ever 
and the  labors o f Mr. C h a p m a n ’s 
com m ittee w ere w asted .

W hen the special session of May 
2, 1850 met in O regon C ity, a com ­
m ittee  com posed of W. W. R uck 
and George L. C u rry  w as appo in t j 
ed to select and  p rep a re  fo r th e  I 
press such ac ts  o f th e  assem bly  
ns m ay be of im m ed ia te  nnd  p re ss ­
ing im portance to  th e  people of 
the T errito ry  com m encing  w ith  
ac ts  on "Ju s tic e  of the P eac e .” 
"P ro b a te  C ourts,” " R e v e n u e , " ]  
"C rim es and P u n ish m e n ts"  u n til !
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tw en ty  ac ts  should  be p rin ted .
T h is pub lication  w as designed  to  

serve as a code of law s fo r the 
T e rr lto iy  a lth o u g h  it covered  only 
a  se lection  of law s. T h is  p u b lica ­
tion, w hich becam e know n as  the  
"T w enty  A cts,” w as p rin te d  a t  
O regon C ity in 1850 by R o b e rt 
Moore. T his so called  code w as 
replaced in 1851 by a n o th e r  com ­
pilation  called the  H am ilto n  Code.

A few good law s su rv ived  all 
tu rm o il and  co n tro v e rsy . T he 
nam es of sev era l co u n ties  w ere 
changed, C ham poeg  to  M arion, 
T u a la tin  to  W ash in g to n  an d  V an­
couver to  C lark . An e ffo rt to  
change  C lack am as to  Je ffe rso n  
w as defeated .

T h ie e  Ju d ic ia l d is tr ic ts  w ere 
c rea ted  and  a ssig n ed  to  each  of 
the th ree  Ju s tic e s  of th e  S uprem e 
C ourt an d  th e  tim e fo r ho ld ing  
co u rt in each  d is tr ic t  w as fixed. 
An ac t w as passed  m ak in g  it u n ­
law ful fo r any  neg ro  o r  m u la tto  
to  com e in to  o r reside  in th e  te r­
rito ry .

A school law  w as en ac ted  pro­
v iding for the e s ta b lish m e n t of a 
p e rm an en t irred u cib le  school fund  
the in te res t on w hich should  be 
divided an n u a lly  am ong  th e  d is­
tr ic ts  but as th e  school lan d s w ere 
not im m edia te ly  av a ilab le  a  tax 
of tw o m ills w as levied fo r the 
in te rim .

P rovision w as m ade fo r the  o r­
gan iza tion  of school d is tr ic ts , th e  
offices of school com m issioner and  
d irec to rs  for each  coun ty  w ere 
c rea ted  and th e ir  d u tie s  defined 
also the du ties of teach ers . All 
ch ild ren  betw een the  ages of four 
and tw enty-one w ere en titled  to  
the  benefits  of public  education .

A su p e rin ten d e n t of com m on 
schools, Jam es M cB ride w as e lec t­
ed: B. B. G énois w as chosen  te r ­
rito ria l au d ito r, J a m e s  T ay lo r 
tre a su re r , W ilson B lain  su p e rin ­
ten d en t of p r in tin g  law s an d  W. T. 
M atlock T e rr ito r ia l L ib ra rian .

No m oney hav in g  been received 
for th e  paym ent o f le g is la to rs  or 
p rin tin g  of laws, th e  leg isla to rs 
m agnanim ously  w aived  th e ir  rig h t 
to ta k e  the  rem a in in g  th ir ty  days 
allow ed them  an d  ad jo u rn e d  S ep­
tem ber 29, 1849, leav ing  som e w ork 
for the  next assem b ly  to  do.

C ontinued n ex t w eek

P E R S H IN G  R IF L E S
O R EG O N  S TA T E  C O L L E G E .  

Corvallis, (Specia l) — D avid W. 
B aker of B eaverton , a sophom ore 
in business nnd technology, w as 
one of ten  s tu d e n ts  in itia ted  in to  
P e rsh in g  R ifles, hono r m ilita ry  
u n it of the R eserve O fficers T ra in ­
ing corps. The ce rem on ies w ere 
held a t  the hom e of C apt. W. H. 
Lutz, a s s is ta n t p ro fe sso r of m ilita ry  
science an d  tactics.

N eophytes, se lected  from  la st 
years ROTC, have been undergo ing  
in fo rm al in itia tio n  m ost of the  
week.
--------------  ' 1  •

ELSEWHERE IN OREGON
EVENTS AS CHRONICLED BY OUR CONTEMPORARIES
IN SURROUNDING NORTHWEST COMMUNITIES

B R IG H T  P O W E R  P IC T U R E

O ne of the  b rig h te s t pow er pic­
tu re s  in  the  m  ‘ion an d  th e  best in 

] th e  s ta te  of O regon is en joyed  by 
th e  c ity  of M cM innville, w ith  its 
m un ic ipa l ligh t p lant, 

i D ec lares th e  T E L E P H O N E  
R E G IS T E R , a s ta tis tica l rep o rt on 
O regon e lec trica l u tilities has been | 

I released  by the s ta te  public u tilitie s  
uem m ission. I t te lls of the  c ity 's  
low est e lec tric  pow er ra te  coupled 

j w ith  th e  h ig h est use of e lec tric ity  
1 of an y  c ity  in  the sta te .

P ow er users enjoy a n  av e rag e  
ra te  p e r k ilo w a tt of 98 m ills, com - [ 
pared  to  th e  nex t h ig h e r ra te  of 
1.14 c e n ts  fo r E ugene and  1.28 | 

I cen ts  fo r P o rtlan d . T he public 
| likew ise  consum es an  av erag e  of 
1000 k ilo w a tts  m ore per cu s to m er 
per y e a r  th a n  an y  o th e r  c ity  in 
O regon.

F o r  6,468 k ilow atts  la s t year, Mc- 
| M innville users paid $63.23, com ­
pared  to  the  E ugene av erag e  of 
$58.22 fo r only  5,412 k ilow att hou ts.

N ationally , average consum ption  
is 1. 564 kw h per custom er, nearly  
4,000 kw h below M cM innville. R a te s  
fo r th e  n a tio n  are  av eraged  a t  3.01 
c e n ts  per kw h as a g a in s t 98 m ills 
for M cM innville.

O ne of th e  resu lts  of th is  fav o r­
able se tup , it is po inted  out, is the 
h igh s ta n d a rd  of liv ing fo r its 
citizens, m ade possible by a pow er 
ra te  w hic hencouraged  w ide use 
of th e  m ost m odern devices and  
labo r-sav ing  appliances.

In  M cM innville, accord ing  to  the 
survey, 84% of the  hom es have 
re fr ig e ra to lrs ; 78% have e lec tric  
ran g e s; 75% have w a te r  h ea te rs , 
21.6 have  hom es p a rtia lly  h ea ted  
by e lec tric ity ; 7.5 have a ll-e lectric  
h ea ted  hom es and 5.9 have deep 
freeze u n its .

• • •

SH O W  P R ID E  CAUSE

F R O Z E N  P IP E S  A LREA D Y

T he m em ory  o f la s t w in te r 's  
se v e rity  has  a lread y  been laid upon 
th e  re s id e n ts  of V ernonia.

T h e  E A G L E  rep o rts  th e  m ercu ry  
had  p lum m eted  to  20 degrees d u r­
ing  th e  f irs t few  days of th e  “pre- 
w in te r"  cold snaps.

Som e w a te r  p ipes w ere even 
frozen!

• • •
L O N G T IM E  AW OL

F o r a  long tim e a  p riv a te  of the 
U. • S. A rm y  had  been AW OL. he 
re la ted  recen tly  in O regon City.

As reco u n ted  in th e  B A N N E R  
C O U R IE R , the  a rm y  d ese rte r , a 
m an  o f som e 65 years, tu rn ed  h im ­
se lf in because he cou ldn ’t s ta n d  
th e  p ressu re  of being A W O L a f te r  
41 y ears .

I t  seem s th e  m an d ese rted  in 
1908, w hile  aw a itin g  tr a n s fe r  to  
d u ty  in Cuba. H e ju s t n a tu ra lly  
d id n 't w an t to  go to  C uba an d  took 
th e  s u re s t m eans of en su rin g  th a t 
he w ou ld n ’t. He w rapped  h is u n i­
fo rm  a ro u n d  a  rock, d ropped  it in 
a  ca n a l an d  s ta r te d  w alking.

W hen h is conscience c a u g h t up 
w ith  h im , he checked  in a t  an  
O regon C ity  re c ru itin g  s ta tio n  and 
w as adv ised  to  go to  F o rt Lew is 
an d  g ive h im self up. T h e  sm all, 
w h ite -h a ired  d e se rte r  is probably  
the  f irs t  AW OL p riv a te  ever to  be 
w elcom ed back to  th e  a rm y  w ith  
a h an d sh a k e  from  an  a d ju ta n t 
g e n e ra l who, a f te r  h e a rtily  g lad ­
h an d in g  h im  said  th a t an  issue of 
fa tig u e  c lo th ing  an d  q u a r te rs  would 
be fo rth c o m in g  w hile h is  record  
w as being  checked  in W ash ing ton . 
D. C.

W ith  a u th o rity , he will advise, 
"N ex t tim e you get fe a th e ry  feet, 
d o n ’t  go. I ’ve been h id ing  fo r 41 
years, ta k in g  an y  k ind  of a job  I 
could get. I t w asn ’t w o rth  It.”

S om eth ing  has happened  in Os­
wego an d  you m ay m a rk  it, the 
c ity  is u nabashed  in its pride.

T he R E V IE W  re la tes  th a t  m e r­
c h a n ts  o f th e  tow n a re  so proud of 
th e ir  new  s tree t im provem en ts th a t 
they  a re  going to  s ta g e  a F all 
F es tiv a l on O ctober 29.

A m erry-go-round  has been ob­
ta in ed  on w hich all th e  k ids of the  
co u n try s id e  will be inv ited  to ride 
free  o f charge. A pe t and  m u tt 
dog show  will be staged , w ith  m any  
prizes. A contest is se t fo r the  
best H allow e’en cos tum e and  an  
ab u n d a n ce  of non -advertising  bal­
loons will be d is trib u ted .

T h a t n igh t, a dan ce  will be 
staged  In the  M asonic hall to  b ring  
th e  F estiv a l to  its clim ax.."f , , *g -t

S T A R T  O F  RADIO
T he f ir s t  scheduled  rad io  b ro ad ­

ca s t in h is to ry  w as on N ovem ber 
2, 1920 over KDKA, P ittsb u rg h .

Riverview Cemetery
W E 8 T  E N D  

S ELLW O O D  B R ID G E

CHEMAT0BIUM
MAUSOLEUM

CEMETEBY
C om plete F u n e ra l S erv ice in  New 
C a th e d ra l C h ap rl a* No E x tra  Cosi
R iverside is a coopera tive  associ 
a tio n  w ith  a s se ts  o f over $800,<XX

The care and feeding 
of telephones

Telephones, like any other equipm ent, w ork best when 
properly cared for. So if you want to get m ore and better 
service from  your telephone instrum ent, just follow  these 
simple suggestions:

1 • Always replace the receiver carefully.

2» Be sure your telephone is on a firm desk o r table where 
it is not likely to  be knocked off.

3. Be careful to  keep your telephone cord straight and 
even. Too much twisting can damage the wire.

4. N ever leave your telephone near an open window 
w here it can be damaged by the weather.

J.P . Finley & Son • S. W. 4th at Montgomery • ATwater 2181

4,930 kilowatt hours
yearly average in the 
Willamette Valley

because the cost Is lew.*»

PGE CUSTOMERS use
3 TIMES AS MUCH electricity as 
the national average!

That’s right! Because electricity costs so little 
here, its use in the home is three times the 
national average!

Here in the Willamette Valley electricity costs 
the average family less than two per cent of its 
budget. And the cost has come down and down 
over the years. In the area PGF serves, home 
electric rates have been cut 16 times, have 
been increased only once, in the last 25 years.

Today you are getting much more electricity 
for your money than you did 10 years ago. 
Then a kilowatt hour cost twice as much as it 
does now. Twenty years ago it cost 3 times as 
much, 30 years ago 5 times as much.

Consider all the things electricity does for you 
in your home, all the comforts and conseniences 
it makes possible. You'll agree that it's the 
biggest bargain in your family budget!

PORTLAND GENERAL 
ELECTRIC COMPANY


