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THEY RATTLE NO TIN CUPS

There are a number of people, particularly
those who did not happen to serve in the
recent World War, to whom the clamor for
veterans’ bonus and other emoluments for
past services seems uncalled for. It cannot
be denied that some part of the populace
considers such appeals an imposition, trad-
ing on a response to a call of duty which is
part of the responsibilities of American cit-
1zenship.

Therefore, to clear the record and put the
quietus on any impressions that might gain
currency in regard to the pending distribu-
tion of “dividends” from G. l. insurance, the
money which is to be returned to veterans
is for overpayment and does not come out of
the public purse.

After the first of next year, according to
present plans, payments will be made to ex-
servicemen on the basis of a surplus which
has accrued over the vears. The bulk of
“dividends”, it has been announced, will be
at the rate of $.55 per thousands dollars of
insurance, per month.

What this will mean, overall, is the chan-
neling into trade lanes up to $2,800,000, de-
pending on the volume of applications sub-
mitted. The effect this might have on gen-
eral business prosperity seems significant.
Like the bonus for veterans of World War 1,
the greatest proportion will undoubtedly go
for the payment of bills or the purchase of
goods that could not be afforded otherwise.

It is only fair, however, to not have mis-
conceptions as to the release of these funds.
While it will have the effect of a small bo-
nus, these “dividends' are in fact the result
of overpayment on the scheduled table of
experience as to life expectancy of the in-
sured.

Very possible reason for the suprisingly
low rate of mortality could be the fact that
at least some standard of physical health
was required of servicemen before they were
accepted., As a result, the percentage of
deaths, even with the hazards of battle, fail-
ed to keep pace with the expected schedule.

Payments will go to all veterans who car-
ried insurance for three months or more and
is for the period from the policy sign-up
until the comparable day in 1948,

With conditions tightening up somewhat,
marked by an increasing unemployment roll,
veteran recipients of insurance overpay-
ments will find a place for the money they
receive,

And none of them need feel it is charity.
In this instance, without question, the vet-
erans are not rattling a tin cup, asking for
any special favor.

PICIURE OF THE “RAILSY

The lonesome train whistle echoing
through the still night is one of the most
tangible reminders of Youth and the day,
we have been told, when rail traffic was
heavier and more lusty.

With the many developments of highways,
buslines and airplane travel, it would be easy
to assume that the railroads are losing out
in the race to transport the people of the
nation.

On the desk, this week, has arrived
“Railroad Facts”, 1949 edition, which tells
a story of the rails, by legend and by fig
ures

For what they are worth, here are some
of the facts:

Class 1 railroads, which the booklet con
cerns, list the following table of revenue
and operating expenses (in parentheses) fo
comparable yvears of 1921 and 1948: 1921,
$2. 178,605,294  ($1,739.860,450) and fon

1948, $3,045.909.949 ($2,960,759,617)

Freight revenues were: 1921, $3.924,119,
819 and 1948, £7.976,172,091,
Mail revenues were: 1921, $95,609 962 and

19458, $199,939.418,

Passenger revenues: 1921, $1,153,791,925

and 1948, £964,303,086

For an average haul, in 1921, of 304.11
miles per ton, the railroads received g
revenue of $4.16 per ton. In 1948, for an
average haul of 4056.86 miles, the gross rey
enue was $5.54. Average trip per passenge:

in 1921 of 36.03 miles brought an averag:

revenue per passenger of £1.11 per passenger

while in 1948, for an average trip per pa
senger of 64.06 miles the average revenu
per passenger was $1.50. Average revenue
per passenger miles received by O] | wi
ern raillways, in 1921, was 3.271 cents wi
in 1948 it is 2.247 cents

Other information

Of purchases made directly by Class |

rallways, earliest available figures for com

parison are of 1926, in the amount of $1,
559, 032,000, which has grown in 1948 to
$2,183,331,000.

Average railroader’s wages, in 1921, were

$1,666.28 as contrasted to the 1948 figure,
of $3,690. Average hours worked in 1921
were 2,499 and in 1948 at 2,673. Average
hourly wage in 1921 was 66.7 cents and in
1948 1s $1.345.

In 1921, average number of employees
were 1,609,613 compared to the 1948 figure
of $1,326,906. Payroll totals in 1921, $2,765,-
218,079 and in 1948, $4,765,000,000,

Other changes have taken place in the]
span under study as is shown by: Average
freight train speed, 1921, was 11.5 miles per
hour and in 1948, 16.2. Tons of freight car-
ried one mile in an hour by average freight
train: 7,506 in 1921 and 18,779 in 1948, Tons
of freight per average freight train in 1921
was 651 but in 1948 was 1,176. The number
of cars in an average freight train, exclud-
ing caboose, was 37.4 in 1921 and 54.5 in
1943,

Fuel consumption in pounds of coal or its
equivalent in moving 1,000 tons of freight
and equipment 1 mile, including weight of
locomotive and tender, in 1921, was 162 1bs.
and 111 Ibs, in 1948. Similar consumption in
moving passenger train car one mile was
17.7 in 1921 and 15.7 in 1948,

Out of this welter of statistics may be re-
alized the comparative picture of the rail-
road industry. It seems evident that against
the threats of its competition, the *“‘rails"
still hold a highly significant position in the
transportation world.

IF YOU, TOO, DIDN'TT KNOW
~ There came a request for information,
from a reader, that had us momentarily
stumped. And perhaps there is a lesson in

that which others might note.

The question was, simply, “Who
fourth Congress man from Oregon?”

We were quick to name the following:
Walter Norblad, Homer Angell and Guy
Stoeckman. But the fourth name remained
elusive, The latest Oregon Blue Book readily
available, for 1941, listed but three Congres-
sional districts and we tried to take refuge
in this fact as backing up the contention
there were only three. But it wouldn't work.

The name was finally determined and
then we remembered well a publisher from
Southern Oregon who captured the post in
1942, when the fourth Congressional district
was set up.

Perhaps it is indicative of modern times
that a representative in Congress might not
be generally known bevond his section of
the country. But the perquisites of public
service should include recognition. Certainly,

18 the

any man who has a voice in the upper coun-
cils of government, today, is an important
personage who in some degree might well

influence the course of our future.

We best know those with whom we have
the most contact, whether it is by newspaper
accounts of their liuings or by some other|
public mention that makes us conscious of al
publie figure as a personality. Shouldn't \\.-l
make more of an effort to familiarize our-

selves with those who purport to represent
us?
Who is the representative? Harris Ells

worth, of Roseburg, if vou, too, didn't know!

MORE WILL. BE HEARD !

There is a determined effort to greatly |
improve the facilities for Washington com
ty's annual fair. By the blueprints rapidly
taking shape, eighty acres outside the city
limits of Hillsboro wiil be developed for the
purpose

There are provisions made for ample exhi
bitor space, parking areas, race track and a
network of four roads by which the crowd
of fair goers might disperse. As county
judge H. D. Kerkman points out, there is no
reason, with the facilities at hand, that '.'!1.-|
county fair shouldn’'t overtake all others in|

the state in popularity
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’[.hl' l'|1l)’ hl”'l“r' to be ]l‘.\}' o1 betweer
the plans and the accomplished improve
ment 18 the matter of a small l of a mill
or so over a three to five vear period

All boosters for the fair will readily point|
out that such a tax would be practically

painless and that the benefits to the county

terms of a better fair would much over
pay the investment. This vear, for instance,
the record attendance figures t {1 only the

as thousand

nart of the story

were turned away
Fhe impression has been not ’
tances, that the county fair seems to be

ddered a Hillsboro function, with a sort

‘cold shoulder” given the eastern end of |
the county. This has been recognized. t !
by fair planners. The proposed relo I
wross from the Hillsboro 'm;mr' will de-
stroy that illusion, they hope

More will be heard from the fair board.

in the near future

WHY TH

MISSOURI PACIFIC
RAILROAD STRIKE?

Over twenty years ago, the Congress of the
United States passed the Railway Labor Act.
It was hailed by union leaders as a model
for the settlement of labor disputes.

President Truman’s Board
Condemns Strike

HE LEADERS of the Brotherhood ol

Locomotive Engineers, Brotherhood
of Locomotive Firemen and Enginemen,
Order of Railway Conductors, and the
Brotherhood of Railroad Trainmen on the
Missour: Pacific Railroad have refused to
avail themselves of the peaceful means
provided by this Act for settling their dis
putes. They insist that they be the sole
umpire of their own disputes over the
meaning of contracta

I'here 18 an established legal method for
handling disputes involving existing writ
ten contracts— just as there 1 such a
method of setthng any contract dispute
which you may have in your daily

['he President of the United States ap-
pointed a Fact Finding Board to investi-
gate and adjust the Missouri Pacific dis-
pute. This Board reported. in part. as

folows

i s with a deep sense ol regrel Lhal we
are obliged to report the faillure of our mis-
won. |l seems inconceivable o us that a
coercive strike should occar on one of the
nation’s major transportation systems, with
all of the losses and hardships that would
follow, in view of the fact that the Railway
Labor Act provides am orderly, eflicient and
complete remedy for the fair and just set.
thement of the matters m dispute. Griev.
ances of the character bere under discussion
are so namerous and of such frequent occur-
rence om all railroads that the general adop-
thion of the policy pursued by the organiza.
tions in this case wounld soon result in the
complete nullification of the Railway Labor
Act -

mnte

I'here is no Need for Strikes

With all of the avaulable methods for the
interpretation of contracts, there s no
neexd for a strike or even a threat of a
strike, but the leaders ol these railroad
unions have gnored the ordinary pro-
cedures established by law and insist upon
imposing their own interpretations of thear
contracts by means of a stnke

['he wheels have stopped rolling on the
Miussouri Pacific. They may stop rolling
on other railroads at any time. Recently
the Wabash Railroad was foroed to dis-
continue operation for several dave under
amilar circumstances

What are 1'hese Strikes Abowt?

Ihese strikes amd stnke Uireals are not
about wage rates or bours [hey result
from dsputes over the meaning of exist-
ing contracts. They cover ciaums for a fuil
dav's pay for less than a day's work, or for
payments for services performed by others
who were folly paid for the work done.

Obviously the milroads canpol e ran

E

efficiently or economically if the leaders of
the unions ignore agreements or laws

Frovisions ol the ..aw which
are Disregarded

There are five ways under the Railway
Labor Act to settle disputes over the mean-
ing of contracts

1—Decision by National Railroad Ad-
justment Board
Decision by System Adjustment
Board for the specific railroad
irbitration

-

3— Decision by

4 — Decision by neutral referee

h— ecision by courts
The Missouri Pacific Railroad has been
and 18 entirely willing to have these dis-
putes settled 1n accordance with the re
quirements of the Railway Labor Act
Regardless of this fact. the union leaders

have shut down that railroad

Innocent vystanaers Suifer
Losses and Hardships

I'here are about 5,000 engineers, liremen
conducters and trainmen on the Missour
Pacific. Thev are known as ‘oper iting

employes, and are the most highly paid ot
all emploves on the nation’s railroads, but
their stnke 1~‘11un has resulted in the loss
it work to 22,000 other emploves of the
Missour: Pacific. I[n addition, they have
mposed great inconvenence and hard

ship upon the public and the communities
served by that railroad

I'he Railway Labor Aet was
to protect the public against
terruptone ol commerce

If these men will not comply with the provis.ons
of the law for the settlement of sach
then all thinking Americans must face
ton, “What s the next step ™
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