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FOR SAKE OF LIMELIGHT

One step always leads to another.

This truism accounts for most of the ad-
vances of Science. But it also is responsible
for mounting acts of attrition and of re-
form.

What happens in Portland, it must be ad-
mitted, affects cities and communities out-
side of Portland, whether it be a gimlet-eyved
pursuit of the dastardly slot-machine, the
determined juggling of Pacific Standard
Time or any of a number of other activities,

Living in close proximity to Big Town
and with many of our neighbors employed
there, we look thereto for leadership in
some matters and can but follow along in
others.

Mayor Dorothy McCullough Lee took
firm, aggressive steps, shortly upon her
election, to dig out the evil roots of a slot-
machine organization which was becoming
bolder and bolder. Of course, by so doing,
she stilled the wheels of numerous machines
that were going a long ways toward build-
ing charity funds, paying off building loans
and otherwise bringing in funds that
strengthened or prolonged the solvency of
various fraternal groups.

Shortly after Mavor Lee charged forth
with the sharp lances of her official power,
most all the counties of the state fell in line
and instituted a “heat's on" attitude toward
all mechanisms of chance. Even in places
where a city had collected license fees, was
the sharp reverse in practice instituted.
State law, to a marked degre, was enforced
in regard to slots,

The heat now seems to be slackening off.
In mounting instances, slot machines of one
kind or another have carefully edged out of
hiding and are running more or less openly,
as circumstances permit.

Punchboards fell under the evil eye in the
purity campaign—up to the point beyond
which there were no holds barred in fight-
ing off further retreat. But, having the
momentum of her anti-slot drive to move
her along, the lady mayor says with char-
acteristic determination that all gambling
devices— including all punchboards—must
vanish from the fair confines of her city.

Not questioning the sincerity of either
the proponents or the opponents of such an
edict, some of the claims put forth have a
familiar sound. And some of them, it must
be admitted, are logical.

A pastor includes punchboards among the
things that make “for unhappiness in the
home or destruction of social responsibili-
ty.” A retired educator blames punchboards
and slot machines as “getting many children
off on the wrong foot” and “unmoral if not
immoral.”

Another minister discounts the possibility
that a ban on punchboards might result in
small cigar stores, restaurants or taverns
going broke by saying that at least ten fam-
ilies will have better food and living condi-
tions to every one family that goes broke
because of it.

Perhaps if one is not aware of the close
line between solvency and bankruptey that
complicates the worrying of many small
businessmen, the contributions to a monthly
business return of punchboards might not
be considered of much moment. But there
are a number of instances, in Portland and
outside of Portland, where net profit is not
great and every boost to income is grate-
fully welcomed to help pay off high fixed
costs of rent and other overhead.

For every such small businessman forced
to the wall, there would be employees who
would be jobless, not to note the cumulative
effect which supplying firms would feel in
their business and their employment vol-
ume. In time of mounting unemployment, as
statistically established by the state unem-
ployment figures, it would seem _tvmmu-ntlj
advisable to encourage small business and
the employment it provides for others,

If this were purely a moral issue, perhaps
believers in punchboard leniency would be
without a leg to support them. But neither
in Portland nor elsewhere does the popula-
tion live in a moral vacuum, regardless of
how much pious good might be proposed.

Does the mayor of Portland or the council
of ministers raise sharp, aggressive voices
at horse racing and dog racing”? Noble
sports they are, indeed, enjoying high pop-

ularity, we might as well admit, because of
the chance to wager on the results.

The list of benefactors from these two
out-and-out gambling fields is long and im-
pressive. Does the city of Portland talk a
different language on the morality of ac-
cepting kickbacks from the parimutuel win-
dows and thus dignify the process as reve-| il
nue “in lieu of taxes”?

The main contention in the purity cam- ||l
paign seems to be that state law prohibits | [lili
gambling and that's what must rule. There | |fiif
was another situation which had a law—
Prohibition—but it did nothing to counter-
act the evil which caused its enactment, It
aggravated, rather than corrected the use
of liquor and disregard of the law.

Certainly, we in no wise favor the un-
bridled flourish of gambling and corruption,
We do not endorse the nurturing of long
tenacles of lawlessnes, of gambling syndi-
cates, of profligate criminals. But a degree | |
of tolerance might be more wholesome than |
to drive a human instinct underground or|
into the careful backrooms of more daring|
operators. |

Gambling is gambling and the element of |
chance is part of everyvone's instinet, wheth- |
er it be expressed in a game of bingo, a
chance on a raffle or a series of evenings
spent urging the dogs to vietory.

Somewhat alarming is the prospect of
Portland's anti-gambling ecrusade continu-
ing to pave the way for imitative action |
outside Portland. It begins to smack of steps|
for the sake of limelight.

HIGHWAY CASUALTY LIST

According to the listing of fatal accidents ||
which occured in the state of Oregon in the
yvear 1948, the most dangerous locations as
far as fatalities are concerned were primary
state highways and city streets,

Because is its comparatively greater con-| [l
gestion, the city of Portland, dast year, ac-|[{i
counted for the most deaths within cities, a| |[jllf
total of 54. Seventeen were on primary statf'! ;”'
highways, 4 on secondary state highways| .“;
and 88 on city streets. Total urban deaths | [{ll
were 98, il

In rural areas across the state, casualties| i':."
were 267 of which 180 happened on primary ,hl‘
state highways, 39 on secondary state high- | [l
ways, 47 on county roads and 1 in other lo- ||
cations.

Out of 88 counties in the state, Washing-||
ton county ranked sixth from the top of the il
list as to casualties, reporting 14 fatalitiea"
and 12 injured during twelve months of i
traffic. Wheeler county, in the lesser pop-
ulated center of the state, reported no high-| jil
way deaths during the entire 12 months. (I

Washington county’s deaths happened in|[iiil
a total of 138 accidents. Seven of the drivers| i
involved were in normal condition, three in-||if
toxicated and the remaining three either! ||
blinded by oncoming headlights, asleep or ill.

There is a moral in this bundle of rather | [l
startling statistics. A moral that refutes a/[lll
current belief that most traffic accidents||
;:rel' due to the mixture of gasoline and alco-

ol,

While there can be little argument that!
intoxication on the public highways is an in-|
vitation to disaster, it must also be recog-|
nized that under normal conditions a driver
is not safe. '

Taking the list for Washington county as ||
an example, two pedestrians walked in front
of an oncoming vehicle, abstracted with | [iif
their personal cares. They made the casual-
ty list.

Cars came to grief when passing in face Jill
of oncoming traffic, skidding off a curve, [l
swerving to avoid a car, running into a|
truck which was sanding a highway, runn-| [iii
ing without lites, falling asleep and hitting |
a power pole, entering highway without §il
looking and speeding. ]|

In effect, the tabulation reads like a rec-|
ord of thoughtlessness and inattention to| |jill
the dangers that lurk in traffic. Speed, j|'
faulty mechanics, defective tires, and hu-/ [l
man failings, whether in yvour car or that of g
another driver invites the tragedy of death,|
injury and mishap.

Presentation of advice for safe driving
sometimes goes without reward. It is only
brought to mind by the undeniable shock in
reading a highway casualty list.
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ANNOUNCEMENT
of IMPORTANCE

*

For the convenience of our readers who mayv

—— e e

wish to submit news items to the Enlerpriz_«'.

news boxes have been left at the co-operating ‘

establishments listed below. This service is made
| .

available to those who are unable to contact their
local correspondent or who find it inconvenient

o come to our office.

All news left in the boxes will be picked up
every Tm*sda_v morning and will appear in that

week's issue of the Enlt'rprisv.

= ——————————

Classified advertisements may also bhe left in

the boxes.
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