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Rule By The Mmorlty

A great deal of effort has gone into the building

that a democracy is a method of government wherein
all matters of law and taxation

of its citizens decides

Great care is exercised In the United States
the right of American citizens to participate In
tected. Guarantees are bolstered by guarantees th

voter has the right of franchise on matters subject

cedures,

In the state of Oregon, at the recent general

f

up ol lea
the '|.;_pu‘_:f_\.'

for Instance, that
elections is pro
at every qualified
to election pro
election this

right was broadened to Include school elections, by striking out
the requirement of property ownership as a restriction on ballot
casting. Thereafter, by will of the election returns, anyone who had
lived 8 months in a school district was eligible to vote on all school
issues, from budgets to school directors.

Now., in the Tualatin valley, the full import of this new regula
tion has been vividly tested. The jeaverton union high hool
(joint district 10) put before the people the matter of a 33000
levy for needed improvement of school facilities

We do not contend that this was an unreasonable req I
fact, it should have been highe But the thing that d
that out of more than 10000 voter vt vill be uffe ¥
school levy and were eligible to pass on the measure, nd i
564 accepted thelr responsibilities as citizens to cast vols n L
measure,

In other words, about 1/18 of those who should have " o
an assessment of $300,000

This is an alarming trend. Although the school district widely ad
vertised the election and had the high school students briefed on the
matter, the people pald little heed And the energy put into |
licizing might as well have been less generously spent
On April 18, rural school districts come to grips with di
school budgets, Every registered, qualified voter responsible f
the decisiom which will be reached But there is a question a
how many will show up

Participation in elections Is basically more important than
voter's conviction. It is only Iin the exercise of citizenshij I
izenship stays strong and vital
Rule by the majority is sound and a guarantee against the tyranny
of the few. The more a people takes note of its responsibilities, the

of the issues

more attention is given to an intelligent evaluation
involved. There is no other way to make a democracy

for each citizen to take upon himself the complete
part.
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Otherwise, government is a rule by the minority

Easter’'s Hope And Promise
er's Hope And P

There is perhaps no one who is not affected, in one way or ano
ther, by the arrival of Spring. The warm days, the eager growth
the quickening pulse of the entire cosmos finds a response in the
heart and spirit of mortal man

But even more than physical response is the annual dedication Anew
to the spiritual philosophies, occasioned by the celebration of Easts

BEaster, of course, I8 more than a signalling of Spring. It | A re
liglous holiday commemorating the Resurrection of Chri after Hi
Crucifixion.

Upon this fact, and its acceptance by the Christian world icle
the entire crpdibllity of the Christinn faith. The rising of Chri
from the dead becomes the miracle to prove the Say "
that there is a God and a Hereafte:

And so to the United States, Easter Is rightly an nportant religi
ous date. As the philosophy of our government i b ] in Chri
belief, appreciation of Easter's meaning broaden ry appt
tion of the natienal origins, as well

The story of Christ suffering on the Cross, His ent bment and
His arising from the grave completed the prophecy that He would
die for the sins of man, Without suffering, death and victory ovs
death, the crucial test of Chrisianity would not have been made
verify the significant faith it asked

So vital has been the lessons of the Resurrection, however, that
the world, with all its varying denominations and protestations of
non-belief, pays tribute to the fact by acceptance of an every day
usage of year designation. Everytime 1M9 is used, for instance
there Is recognition of Christ's triumph

And Springtime, it seems, is a notable time in which to celebrats

the promise and the hope in Easter
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