
Augustus Fanno Took First 
Beaverton Claim, Year 1847

SETTLER DEVELOPED LARGEST ONION PLOT 
IN STATE WITH SHIPMENTS FURL N. WEST

BY IIKKVKY S. ROBINSON

Seven years after Joe Meek and 1 
“ D oc” Newell swam their animals j 
across the W illamette river be­
low the falls and climbed through 
rain and mud over the hills to; 
North Plains to begin the settle­
ment o f present W ashington 
county, Augustus Fanno came 
from  Missouri to become the first 
settled in the Beaverton vicinity.

Fanno, who had been a sailor 
in his early youth, had traveled 
extensively and finally settled 
down, as he then believed, in 
Missouri where he took up teach­
ing as a vocation, married Mar­
tha Ferguson and became the fa­
ther o f a boy who was named 
Eugene. But Augustus was a rest­
less soul and found it hard to 
tie himself down to the humdrum 
life of a school master.

Missouri in the early 1840’s was 
a gathering place for emigrants 
bound for the great W est and 
soon he found himself in the! 
westward moving throng. E ugen e ' 
was four years old in 1846 when I 
his parents brought him across 
the plains to Oregon.

The journey was accom plished | 
with no more than the usual d if­
ficulties. Arriving at The Dalles, 
Augustus helped the other mem­
bers o f the party fell the trees 
and whipsaw lumber with which 
they built heavy flat-bottomed bar­
ges to bring themselves and their

belongings down the Columbia ri­
ver to the W illamette Valley.

The used pitch from  the trees 
to caulk the boats with which 
they descended to the upper Cas­
cades. They portaged around the 
Cascades, floated their boats down 
the sw ift current, caught them 
again at the lower Cascades, pat­
ched them up, reloaded and went 
on down to the mouth of the 
W illamette. Then they poled and 
lined them up that stream to Ore­
gon City where Fanno arrived 
with just fifty cents in his pock­
et.

The fam ily settled at Linn City 
across the W illamette from  Ore­
gon City. Shortly after their ar­
rival Mrs. FAnno died in ch ild­
birth and she and her baby are 
buried at Linn City’ .

In 1847, Augustus Fanno came 
to W ashington County and took 
a donation land claim eight miles 
southwest o f Portland on the 
trail from  Oregon City to T il­
lamook Bay. The claim  was ab­
out twelve miles from  Oregon 
City on what is now called Fan­
no Creek.

There was no roadway then 
and the traveler was guided by 
blazes on the south side of the 
trees. That was the way they mar­
ked the cou rse -m ig h t be blazes 
on the north or west side, but 
you paid no attention to them. 
Only the ones on the south side 
marked the way to go.

In 1849, Robert and Thomas
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Denny came and took a claim 
next to Fanno’s on the north. 
Robert was a single man when 
he came to Oregon, but Thomas 
was married and had a son nam­
ed Fielding. With the Denney 
brothers was an unmarried sis­
ter, R ebecca Jane.

The young widower at once 
sought the acquaintance o f his 
fair neighbor, and before the 
year's end they were married and 
started to make a home and pros­
perity on that homestead claim.

It is said that Augustus Fanno 
grew the first onions produced 

■ in Oregon. Be that as it may, 
Fanno developed the onion in­
dustry in the Beaverton country 
until his farm, later under the 
direction o f two sons ,was the 
largest onion producing plot in 
the state. Shipments were made 
to all northwest points and to 

; Alaska.
Six children were born there 

on the claim, according to Alon­
zo Fanno, in an interview with 
Fred Lockley in 1937. Augustus 

j J. died in Portland October 19, 
1923. Zantophine became Mrs. T. 
L. M orlock

Her daughter became Mrs. T. L. 
M orelock and was living on the 
old donation claim. Ziona mar- 
mied James D. W ilm ot o f Bea- 

| verton and was living on part 
of the old farm. Zarcada died at 

i the age o f sixteen. Altrem died in 
childhood. Alonzo makes the list 
complete. All these children at­
tended the M cKay School about 

j half a mile from  Progress post- 
office  on the Old Scholls Ferry 
Road and Tualatin Academ y at 
Forest Grove.

Alonzo states, “The house In 
! which I was born is stall stand­

ing (1937) and in good condition. 
Its cedar shingled roof is appar­
ently as good as ever, though put 

j there fifty  years ago."
Other early settlers on Fanno 

! Creek were W illiam  J. Robinson, 
James M cKay, James Davies,

! John and George Richardson, W il­
liam Robbins, David Graham, 
John Hucklin and Thom as Stott.

thus much valuable material al­
though In a form  not readily ac­
cessible, for  no one except hisl 
torians and libraries save old 
newspapers. W e are borrowing 
some o f this material for use in 
this series.

Perhaps some o f the numerous 
deseendents o f the pioneers still 
have interesting historical mater­
ial worthy o f publication. If so 
let us hear from  you. Help us 
preserve the story of old W ash­
ington County for young W ashing­
ton County.

The Outlook From 
Cooper Mountain
HACK TO SCHOOL 

Cooper Mountain grade school 
will resume teaching activities 
next Tuesday, Sept. 7. Mrs. On- 
eita Dooher will preside over the 
fifth  to eighth grades and Mrs. 
Heard will have the first four 
grades. Enrollm ent flbures are 
expected to be large this year.

ON VACATION
Clarence Satterlee, Connor Road, 

is at this time enjoying a ten 
day vacation from  his work at 
the Terminal Company of Port­
land.

VISITING OLD FRIENDS
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Vinning, 

form erly o f Connor Road and now 
o f Portland spent a day last week 
hero visiting old friends.

SCENIC VACATION
Reporting a scenic vacation trip

to Kadoka, South Dakota. Miss 
Florence R ice returned to Bea­
verton this week. W hile In Kadoka 
Miss Rice was maid of honor for 
a college friend. On her return 
trip Miss Rice was joined by her 
parents, Mr. and Mrs. Clarence 
R ice of Oak Ave., Beaverton, at 
Couer d'Alene, Idaho where they 
visited old friends. The return 
trip was made via Lewiston.

An interesting highlight o f the 
trip was the keen com m unity in­
terest displayed by the town of 
Kadoka (population 300) in the - 
activity of the town baseball 
team. Business firm s close their 
doors and everybody goes out to 
the ball park to support the club.

WELCOME! HOME— SALTA I.Ol
Sally Lou, daughter o f Mr. and 

Mrs. EVederick M. Pulcipher of 
Beaverton, made her debut Fri­
day, August 27, at W ilco Memor­
ial Hospital. Mother and daughter 
are reported preparing to come 
home to Beaverton.

Thq proud grandparents are 
Carl Christensen o f  619 7th St., 
Beaverton and Mrs. Lucy Teller 
o f Reedville.
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MILLS CITY GUESTS
Mrs. H. Schoff, her daughter, 

Mrs. Marlon Schiff and Mrs. 
S oh iffs  sons, Don, James and 
Glen o f Mills City, Montana were 
guests last week at the F. J 
Seidl home.

SW EDISH PICNIC
The Cooper Mt. community was 

well represented at the Swedish 
ptcnio held at Oaks Park on 
August 22nd.

TACOMA W E E K  END .—
Mrs. Laura Clausen spent last 

week end at Tacoma, Wash, at­
tending the Norwegian convention.

T R IP  TO OKLAHOMA
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Clayton

are on a two week trip to Okla­
homa.
IN JVKED

Bobby Bye was injured last 
week when he was thrown from
a horse.

ATTEN D IN G  CONVENTION
Harry W old  son of Mr. and 

Mrs. Gunlief W old, Bany Road, 
is spending 10 days in Bremer­
ton, W ashington at the Junior 
Red Cross convention.

TILLAM OOK VISITORS
Dan Brasmeyer and his son Fa­

ther Dominic, O.S.B. of Tillamook 
visited at the home of the F. J. 
Seidls August 27th on their re­
turn from  San Francisco, Cal.

O V E R  NIGHT GUESTS
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon W illiams 

form erly o f Sutherlin. were over 
night guests last week o f the J. 
J. Bloomqutst family. They were 
on their way to their new home 
in Wallace, Idaho, where W il­
liams, who is employed in the 
Silver mines, has been trans­
ferred. Mrs. Bloomquists is W il­
liam ’s sister.
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i Samuel Stott settled on Beaver-1 CHICAGO VISITORS
Mrs. Ella Hobbestad and three 

children o f  Chicago spent last 
week visiting at the Gunlief Wold 
home.
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ton creek at the present site of 
Beaverton in 1851.

A ccording to an old map o f ' 
1852, W illiam Lockerm an was 
northeast o f him across one o f 
the beaver sloughs which almost 
surrounded the place. Farther 
east along the road to Portland 
were Anthony W. H art and W il­
liam Pointer.

W est toward Lafayette were 
John Innis, James Reid and Da­
vid Ellerson. A little farther 
south on the Oregon Clty-Hills- 
boro road were W illiam  H. W il­
liams and P. L. Spencer. North 
and west of the Stott homestead 
were John H. Mellen, Edward 
Barton, Luke (or Lawrence) Hall, 
and W illiam  Hall. A little father 
north in the next township were 
Josiah Hall, G. W oods, Edward 
Lennox, Lemuel A. Sparks. Dudley 
Busten, Lewis P. Day, Francis M c­
Guire, George W. Jones, James 
McGill, James a Fllppins, Paul D. 
Shackleford and others.

W hat stories o f frontier life and 
adventure they could tell us if 
they were still alive. But they are 
gone and with them some inter­
esting history o f this locality 
which will never be told.

Many, however, left accounts 
o f their experiences in letters, 
diaries, newspaper stories and 
scrap books which will be valu­
able to the future historian. As 
yet, so far as we can learn, no 
one has attempted to collect and 
organize this material into a his- 

I tory o f W ashington county.
A few  years ago R oy L. David­

son, at that time connected with 
the Forest Grovfc News-Times, 
went about among the old timers 
collecting their stories for publi­
cation In the local newspapers and

EATONVILLE, Wn. GUESTS 
Mr. and Mrs. John Erickson and

son o f Eatonville, Wash, visited 
last week at the G. W old and 
L. Clausen homes.
VACATION O V E R  

Miss Hilda Jacobson has re­
turned to work after a two week 
vacation spent at the home of 
her mother, Mrs. John Johnson 
on Hart Road.
TW IN FALLS V ISITO R

Mr. and Mrs. A. Rom m etvedt of 
Twin Falls, Idaho were recent 
visitors at the home o f Mrs. 
Laura Clausen.

You Are  Cordial ly  Invited

OPEN A SAYINGS ACCOUNT
Your Savings Are Insured For Safety 

Up to $5,000.00
by Federal Savings & Loan Insurance Corporation, 
an instrumentality of the United States Government.

4 safe, profitable ami convenient »cay to nave or invest money.

2\%
Current Dividend

MEMBER FEDERAL HOME LOAN BANK

Washington Federal Savings
and Loan Association

HILLSBORO, OREGON
" HAVE A YEAR'S INCOME IN A SAVINGS ACCOUNT "

Accounts Insured to $5,000

To Enjoy the Tasty Food 

and Modern Facilities of Our 

Dining Room

We are now equipped I o  uccommo<lute 
groups of any size. Mrct your friends at 

the LEGION CLUB LOUNGE and Dining

Boom !

Merchant* Lunch I I ;.IO A. M. to 2 I*. M. 
(Except Monday*)

WE FEATURE HOME STYLE COOKING

V

DINE and DANCE
SATURDAY EVENINGS TO OUR 

SPECIAL ENTERTAINMENT

"Dine and Dance by Candlelight"
Phone Beaverton 4164 for Reservations 

(Please Use Guest Cord Below)

O
<*fV.

The Whole Family Will Love

'A Our Delicious PAN FRIED CHICKEN 

and home-made biscuits. Cooked to
J

/ j) o golden-brown, you will enjoy this
chicken dinner to the last bite.

INTRODUCTORY OFFER

American I>cgion l*o*t No. 121- 

GUEST COUPON

Thi* conpoii entitle* hearer and parly 
to enjoy an evening in our modern cluh 
and dining room.

Good for ONE SATURDAY NITE ONLY. 

Please bring thi* coupon with you.

Legion Club Lounge Dinii|g
Phone 4164 
Beaverton

Y 'JAmerican Legion Bldg. y ̂  
1st & Wash.


