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Now The People's Turn
I t  is one th ing  to  * t e  an  econom ic 111. B ut i t  is an o th e r  th ing  

to  realize the scope th a t is encom passed in try in g  to  cu re th a t  ill- 
D em ocrats. R epublicans -n d  P rogressives all o ffe r versions of the 

m agic touch w hich will re s to re  to  som e sa n ity  the  p resen t u n re®*“" '  
able prices charged  for every th ing  from  w eekly m agazm es to  food» 
to w ash ing  m achines to  au tom obiles ad in fin a tu m . P a r tis a n s  of these 
politcial oi gam zations. of course, look to  th e ir  self-chosen vehicles 
of leadersh ip  to  help them  plot a  course a ro u n d  obstacles in public 
m a tte rs  w hich politics m igh t influence.

W hether p a rtisan s  or not of a political p a rty  w hich has been elected  
to  national power, the  b road  m ass of A m erican  citizens look, and 
righ tly  so. to  national leaders in such an  im passe as  ap p e a rs  th ro u g h  
th e  con tinu ing  swell of prices .again st all law s of econom ics. To the 
W hite H ouse and  to  Congress, we righ tly  a d d ie ss  an  appeal fo r re­
lief from  a burdensom e Influence w hich so re d u c e , incom e th a t soon 
th e re  will not be enough of the la t te r  to  go around , in the  sa tisfy in g  of 
the  necessary  needs of fam ily  sustenance.

How can  the snow ball of Inflation  be halted , an d  w h ittled  dow n to 
some degree of san ity ?

T here  is a  problem  th a t h as  occupied th e  th o u g h ts  of all. The ex­
perience of OPA and its re stric tio n s on p rice is n o t rem em bered  too 
fondly p articu la rly  du rin g  its  period of con tro l a f te r  th e  end of the 
last w orld w ar, when all were clam oring  for a " re tu rn  to  no rm alcy  .

Big business and  m any of its  political spokesm en sp earh ead ed  the  
drive to  kill OPA. W hat glowing p ic tu res w ere p a in ted  by th e  w ords 
of these spokesm en, ask ing  only for a re tu rn  to  the  econom ic p rov ­
ince ru led  by the law s of Supply and D em and! I t  seem ed such a 
sim ple th ing . S trik e  the shack les of g o v ern m en t con tro l an d  prices, 
of th e ir  own accord, would rea d ju s t them selves dow nw ard  as a re ­
su lt of com petitive trad e !

Yes, we all know w hat has happened. We don t  need fancy  tab les 
from  the D ep a rtm en t of Labor, nor d e ta iled  ta b u la tio n  of price 
indices before and  a f te r  the dem ise of OPA. J u s t  ta k e  ten  d o lla is  
to  any com m unity  g rocer and try  to buy enough  s ta p le s  to  la s t a  fa m ­
ily of four for one week. T he an sw er is in the  sm all change, if any, 
you receive—an d  the  q u an tity  of g roceries w hich, under one arm , you 
c a rry  ou t of th e  sto re.

F or solution, th e re  urises a  clam or to re-im pose price contro ls. P ric e  
contro ls a t today ’s m a rk e t level, w hich has so fa r  ou tru n  th e  average 
w age level? T h is would seem  to be so lid ify ing  prices fo r  a n  in ­
defin ite  period, reg ard less  of w h a t m ight o therw ise  happen  to  econ­
om ic conditions of the country .

P rice  con tro ls cu t back to O PA tim es m ig h t b ring  som e relief to 
consum ers. B ut, how fa ir  would such tre a tm e n t be fo r m e rc h an ts  in 
the com m unity?  M erchan ts w ho paid A ugust 1948 p rices fo r  the 
stock on the ir shelves should  no t be forced to sell th e m  to  the  public 
a t  a  loss an d  so be leg isla ted  o u t of business. Yet, th e  d e te rm in a tio n  
of w age-earners, p articu la rly , th a t  th is  in fla tion  be h a lted  m ust be 
expressed.

L as t S a tu rd ay , in the  beg inn ing  of a  public-sp irited  d em an d  by 
housewives, the effec ts  of consum er resis itance  w as fe lt oy b u tch er 
shops in the E as t T u a la tin  valley. T he one-tim e effec tiveness  of 
such a m ovem ent p robably  did no t put uny b u tch ers  ou t o f business, 
though  som e adm it they m igh t as well have stayed  hom e fo r  all the 
m eat they  sold.

By a long-range cam paign , of course, th is  idea goes r ig h t to  the 
point. B ut consum er resis tan ce  will no t be noted, to  an y  effective 
degree, un til the  b a ttle  h as  ex tended  deep w ith in  every  household.. 
Peoole m ust say, flatly  an d  w ithou t fudging, th a t they  will no t pay 
m ore th a n  60 cen ts  a pound for m e a t and  then  ca rry  th ro u g h  a t the  
m eat co u n te r—before the com m unity  bu tcher, him self, will be able 
to  pu rchase  m eat a t such  a  p rice th a t  he can  o ffe r 60 cen t ceiling 
m eat to  h is custom ers.

The way out of th is  jung le  of in fla ted  p rices m igh t be an  im posi­
tion of p rice con tro ls on w holesale sources of supply  an d  th e n  let 
the  econom ic law s of Supply an d  D em and in a  com petitive  m a rk e t 
opera te  tow ard  m ore reasonab le price schedules.

By such a plan, m e rc h an ts  and  bu tchers of a  com m u n ity  w ouiu 
no t be forced to  pass h igh  p rices on to th e  consum ing  public but 
to  decide for them selves w hat m arg in  of p ro fit would be ta k e n  for 
th e ir  m erchand ising  services. And under such a p rice-con tro l se tup, 
consum er resis itan ce  would really  be the deciding fa c to r  as  to  th e  
p rices th a t rule the  g ro ce rs’ shelves and  bu tch ers ' m eat c o u n te rs  

The people, the  o rd in ary  Mr, Jo h n  Public, w hose p u rch a ses  of 
e x tra v ag a n tly  priced necessities of life ac tua lly  keep h igh  p rices in 
effect, have a w eapon of s ta r tlin g  power .if they  w ould choose to  
use It. T h a t pow er is a s tubbo rn  refusal to  m a in ta in  th is  fa n ta sy  
of u n reaso n ab le  prices by ab s ta in in g  from  buying o th e r  th a n  the 
b a re s t m tn im um s du ring  a derisive ba ttle  to  overcom e in fla tion .

T he po litic ians have had am ple tim e to contro l h igh  prices. Now 
it is th e  tu rn  of th e  people them selves.
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E vents As C h ron icled  by  
O u r C on tem p o ra ries  In 
N orth w est C om m u n ities

POSTAL P A Y O FF
B e tte r  th in g s  a re  loom ing fo r 

post office p a tro n s  of G resham , 
follow ing the  to ta ling  up of rev ­
enues for the f irs t six m onths 
of the  year.

If  the steady  clim b of receip ts 
con tinue fo r the  re s t of 1948, says 
th e  OUTLOOK, th e  po st office 
should  move from  a 2nd to  a  3rd 
b rac k e t w ith in  the f ir s t  class pos­
ta l c lassification .

R evenue cred ited  by Ju ly  1 w as 
$28,324.59, exceeding the  figu res  
of a s im ilar period in 1947 by a l­
m ost $3,670. B usiness a t  th is  clip, 
dec lares the  po stm aste r, should  re­
quire, norm ally  41 popu la tion  of 
som e 6,000.

To en te r the  th ird  b ra c k e t of its 
p resen t c lassification , a  post o f­
fice m ust do a t  least $60,000 w orth  
of business in a  ca len d ar year.

In  1940, G resham  w as aw ard ed  
f irs t class office des ignation  w hen 
its revenue exceeded $40,000. I t  
s tepped  up in to  the second b ra c k ­
et, as p resen tly  occupied, in  1947, 
w ith  business to ta lin g  over $56,000.

P o s ta l boosters a re  b an k in g  on a 
no rm al C h ris tm as ho liday to  p u t 
th em  over th e  req u ired  figu re . 
L as t yea r d u rin g  C h ris tm as, rec­
e ip ts  h it over $10,000.

« > »
T IK E S  TOO TOUGH

In  the  offices of th e  s ta te  board  
of fo re s try  ,in Salem , one of the  
y a rn s  m uch chuck led  over on one 
h an d  an d  a n g rily  d iscussed  on 
th e  o th e r dea ls w ith  the sabo tage  
of a  p a tro l g ra d e r  by a porcupine, 
in  the  n o r th e a s te rn  end  of the 
s ta te .

I t  seem s .accord ing  to  re p o r t by 
the  b o ard ’s F O R E S T  LOG, th a t  
th e  o p e ra to rs  of the ro ad -m ak in g  
m ach ine p a rk e d  the vehicle along ­
side a  fo re st se rv ice  ro a d  w hile 
they  a tten d e d  a  3-day f ire  school 
a t  a nearb y  g u a rd  s ta tio n .

U pon th e ir  r e tu rn  to th e  g ra d e r, 
they  found  th a t  po rcu p in es had 
rea lly  gone to  w ork.

They had  ea te n  the  fan  belt. 
B oth  up p er an d  low er ra d ia to r  
hose connections. In su la tio n  on ev­
ery  w ire w ith in  reach . B a tte ry  
cables, w ires from  sp a rk  p lugs to  
d is tr ib u to r, h o rn  w ires an d  every  
Ind iv idual tyire h ad  been nea tly  
an d  com pletely  sho rn  of ou tside 
cover.

B u t th e re  w as one b it o f ru b b er 
th a t  slow ed th e  po rk ies down. T he 
tire s  w ere s till in ta c t. A pparen  
they  w ere too tough.

•  * •

A T H L E T IC  A C R ES
W hen St. H elens goes ab o u t the 

m a tte r  of p lan n in g  a  new  school 
a th le tic  field, it doesn 't hold the 
horses.

A recen t vote by sa id  school 
d irec to rs  approved  the  acqu isition  
of som e 18.9 acres, on th e  site  of 
a n  old golf course, fo r fu tu re  use 
a s  an  a th le t ic  field, rep o rts  the  
S E N T IN E L  M IST.

Im m ed ia te  s tep s tow ard  develop­
ing the  field  will no t be tak en . 
IBut th e  school board, c itin g  the 
expected  co n tin u a tio n  of p o p u la­
tion  g row th , hopes th a t  a  fully 
ad e q u a te  a th le t ic  in s ta lla tio n  can  
even tua lly  be m ade a t  th is  site.

T here  is a possib ility , of course, 
th a t  th e  zoom ing g ro w th  of the 
com m unity  if it g ets  to  th a t  — 
m ig h t requ ire  th e  s ite  fo r an o th e r  
school. B u t th e  school d irec to rs  
cross th e ir  f in g ers  on th a t  score 
an d  say  th a t  a th le tic  ac re s  alone 
encou rage th e ir  decision to  buy 
th e  land.

Along w ith  th e  favorab le  nod 
given  th is  pu rchase , th e  board 
likew ise d isposed of a school bu ild ­
ing and  p ro p erty  w hich it acqu ired  
in  a  conso lida tion  little  over a 
y e a r  previously. S even th  Day A d­
v en tis t ch u rch  bought the  school 
p la n t fo r som e $3,000, fo r u*e as a 
new  location  fo r th e ir  ow n school 
w hich they  a re  o p era tin g  nearby.

• • 0
P U L I’ S Q U E E Z E D  OUT

T he w ord "p u lp” has been 
squeezed o u t of th e  iden tify ing  
n o m en c la tu re  fo r a  large-scale op 
e ra tio n  a t O regon City, w hich had 
supp lied  a num ber of new spapers 
on th e  P ac ific  C oast w ith  a  degree 
of th e ir  n ew sp rin t requ irem en ts.

U nder a  liqu idation , described 
by th e  B A N N E R  C O U R IE R , the 
P u b lish e rs ’ P a p e r  com pany has 
ta k e n  up  its  op tion  of last April 
an d  ta k en  over all p ro p ertie s  of 
th e  H aw ley P u lp  and  P a p e r  com ­
pany, w ritin g  a defin ite  period to 
the  o rig ina l f irm ’s 40 y ears  of p a ­
perm aking .

T he new  concern  re p re se n ts  
ab o u t fo u r large-size new spaper 
f irm s th a t  have banded to g e th e r  
in th e  p u rch a se  of th e ir  m ost c r i t ­
ical Item  o f supply—new sprin t. 
T he fu ll Im pact of th is  business 
deal, w hile  i t  solves a  c ru c ia l 
prob lem  fo r th e  new ow ners, will 
fa ll w ith o u t so ften ing  upon the  
h ea d s  of sm a lle r  new spapers w ho 
w ere rep re se n ted  on th e  back log  
lis t of o rd e rs  of the  now  ex tin c t 
firm , th e  te rm in a tio n  of w hich 
o rd e rs  w as p a r t of th e  tr a n s fe r  
nego tia tions.

! H O P E S  B E T T E «  THAN 
M ILLIO N

T h e c ity  h a ll a t  H illsboro  hopes 
for b e tte r  th a n  $1 m illion in  b u ild ­
ing  c o n s tru c tio n  d u rin g  1948, 
w hich  w ill be a record  fo r the  
coun ty  seat.

N u m b er o f p e rm its  fo r Ju ly , 
how ever, fell below th e  av e rag e  
of the  p rev ious six m o n th s  even 
th o u g h  a  new  $80 th o u san d  f ire  
hall boosts values for th e  m o n th  
to  over $105 thousand , co m p ared  
to  th e  Ju ly  average in 1947 of 
ab o u t $86 thousand .

L a s t y e a r ’s f irs t-sev en -m o n th s 
fig u re  passed  $485 th o u san d  w hile 
fo r th e  sam e period in  1948, the  
to ta l so fa r  accom plished is over 
$775 th o u san d .

C E N T R A L  SCHOOL PLAN
O ut of F o re s t G rove com es w ord 

of a  p rom ised  issue on th e  ballo t 
in  W a sh in g to n  county, lead ing  to ­
w ard  th e  possib ility  of a co u n ty  
u n it p lan  fo r the o p era tio n  of 
schools.

As d e ta iled  in the  N E W S T IM E S  
b ack ers  of th e  plan hoped to  have 
th e  m e asu re  ready  in  tim e  fo r 
th e  N ovem ber genera l election  b u t 
o ffic ia l adv ice  has sw ayed them  
to th e  idea  of w aiting  u n til th e  
e lec tion  of April, w hen ru ra l  
school b u d g e ts  a re  su b m itte d  to  
th e  vo te rs. Such a schedu le  w as 
o ffe red  w ith  the  idea of p ro v id ­
ing m ore tim e  in w hich to  p rese n t 
th e  issue to  th e  public.

U nder th e  cen tra lized  plan, all 
schools In th e  county , except dis­
t r ic ts  of th e  f irs t  class, union high 
schools d is tr ic ts  co n ta in in g  dis­
tr ic ts  of th e  f irs t  c lass and  union 
h igh  schools w ith  jo in t d istric ts , 
w ould  com e u n d e r one adm in is­
tra t iv e  head.

T h e  rep o rt in te rp re ts  th e  p lan  
to  m ean  th a t  B an k s union high 
school, T ig a rd  un ion  h igh  school 
a n d  a ll g rad e  schools w ith  th e  ex­
cep tio n  of H illsboro , B eaverton  
an d  F o re s t G rove, would tom e 
w ith in  the  scope of th e  u n it se t­
up.

C oun ty  su p e rin te n d e n t of schools 
is sa id  to  have expressed  an  opin­
ion th a t  th e  proposal has  defin ite  
m e rit an d  shou ld  be th e  su b jec t of 
a  coun ty -w ide s tu d y  before calling  
a vote.
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W. E. PEGG w  M SPEARS

Carpenters Keep 
Busy With Job Of 
OSC Construction

P h y sica l p la n t crew s here  a re  
experienc ing  th e ir  busiest sum m er 
In co n s tru c tio n  an d  re p a ir  w ork, 
w ield ing  h am m ers  an d  saw s w hile 
c lasses in th e  post su m m er session 
c a rry  on w ith  an  en ro llm en t close 
to  800.

A m ong m a jo r im provem en t pro­
je c ts  a re  reb u ild in g  of th e  th ird  
floor of B en ton  h a ll to  provide 
m odern  q u a r te rs  fo r the  d e p a r t­
m en t of m usic, re roo fing  of t h e 1 
m en ’s sw im m ing  pool In th e  g y m - ' 
n as iu m ; an d  rem odeling  the  in te r­
io r of th e  old m useum  build ing  to 
prov ide a sm all au d ito riu m  sea tin g  
1000.

N ew  c o n s tru c tio n  Includes com ­
p le tion  of a  se ries  of steel-a lu ­
m inum  bu ild ings fo r expansion  of 
th e  in d u s tr ia l a r ts  shops, an d  con­
s tru c tio n  o f a  new  beef b a rn  and  
o th e r  re la te d  college fa rm  bu ild ­
ings. M eanw hile c o n tra c to rs  a re  
com ple ting  th e  new  do rm ito ry  for 
w om en, th e  e lec trica l eng ineering  
bu ild ing , an d  a re  well s ta r te d  on 
the  pavilion.
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Life Span H ere E xceed s U. $. A verage*

CHIC«*

Oregonians can expect to li\e longer than 
the average United States citizen. Perhaps 
it’s our climate of mild winters and cool, 
“air conditioned" summers. Perhaps, be­
cause we live in a natural playground, we 
take more time away from the tensions of 
everyday work. Our guess is that, in an 
Eden like Oregon, people just "natcherk" 
want to live longer.

Whatever the cause, sties say the 
life span in Oregon is better than the U. S. 
average. Infant mortality is the lowest 
in the nation. Maternal mortality is be- 
¡0 * the national average. Still other tig-

d h d J I C M
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' » M U  D U S  j . l l  

O F E N  SU N D A Y 1 • 1

ures bear out the statement that in Oregon 
one may expect to live longer, and better.

AS THIS REGION GROWS SO GROWS PGi

Healthy people mean a healthy growing 
state. PGE expects Oregon to grow and 
is confidently carrying on a consistent 
program of expansion in electric power 
facilities and sen ice. Seven million dollars 
are being spent by PGE this year for 
new construction. PGE likes to feel, too, 
that idbor-saving electric service contrib­
utes to the happiness and health o f  
Oregon citizens.

* V. S. death rate per 1.000 population is 
101 Oregon's is only 9.3.

B o n n e v i l l e  Pow er D istributor
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