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Try Atom Power 
In Locomotive

Engineer Say» Formula Uses 
Mercury and Steel to 

Supply Energy.

BELLEVILLE, N. J. — A New 
York Central railroad locomofive 
will roll up on a si din g here soon 
and work will begin to convert It to
atomic power-drive, says the As- 

; sociated Press.
Ralph Lucas, chief engineer for 

the United States Industries and De­
velopment company, Elmira,'N. Y., 
said the locomotive would be fitted 
with a mercury turbine employing 
a formula for disintegration of mer­
cury and steel atoms.

He said "One teacupful of the 
mercury atoms, exploded, would run 
a locomotive, pulling 120 freight 
cars, for 45 round trips between 
New York and San Francisco.”

Formula Patented.
Lucas said the locomotive would 

be run onto a siding of the Belle­
ville plant of the concern and that 
he would build his workshop around
it.

lie obtained a patent on the for­
mula in 1939, he said, to manufac­
ture electronic power by fusing steel 
and mercury through intense heat 
created by electronic disintegration 
of the mercury and steel atoms. 
Lucas said the formula produced a 
controllable disintegration of the 
atom.

The turbine, Lucas said, works
this way:

"It has a 300 horsepower gasoline 
driven engine, generating 220 volts 
alternating current, which Is In­
creased to 1,440 volts direct current 
by transformer coils. This, in turn, 
creates an electron discharge be­
tween two electrodes in an eight inch 
thick steel casting which will with­
stand 500,000 pounds of pressure per 
square inch, although it will use only 
350,000 pounds.

Generates Great Power.
"The horsepower generated from 

that atomic pressure will be 350 
times greater than that created In 
the ordinary locomotive."

Lucas estimated that a 300 horse­
power engine, working with a heavy 
freight load, would use up an aver­
age of five gallons of gasoline per 
hour.

Lucas said he believed the turbine 
would be ready for installation in 
about four months and that experi­
ments with the locomotive would 
last for six months to a year.

Lucas, now a resident of Newark, 
is a native of Elmira. He was grad­
uated from Rensselaer Polytechnic 
institute, Troy, N. Y., has worked as 
research and engineering specialist 
with the Pierce-Arrow Motor Car 
company, the Watervliet, N. Y., ar­
senal, and the Curtiss-Wright cor­
poration ut Buffalo, N. Y.

"W e use our potatoes for ba irag« 
balloons.” — Gov. HtUlreth Maine. 
"W e ship ours one to a flat car.”— 
Gov. Gossett, Idaho, in debate on 
spud magnitude.

Open Second Harnd Market 
For Civilian» in Berlin

BERLIN. GERMANY. — An Al­
lied approved second hand mart for 
civilians opened on ’ Brunnenstrasse 
recently and more than 3,000 Ber­
liners jammed it with every con­
ceivable kind of used article for bar­
ter or sale.

The mart was opened by the Ber­
lin city administration to help curb 
the black market. An admission fee 
of one mark, or 10 cents at the mil­
itary exchange rate, is charged.

On one bicycle was a sign: “ In j 
exchange for camera, automobile 
rug or cloth for suit."

Gray haired women with dresses j 
reaching their ankles offered opera 
glasses.

Three teen age girls put up sev­
eral of their party dresses for bar­
ter for walking shoes. Other items 
Included door‘ hinges, water color 
paints, shoes, handkerchiefs, grand­
father clocks, handbags, a carpen­
ter’s saw, woolen yarn, cigaret 
cases, draftsmen’s tools, phono­
graphs and a radio amplifier.

War Cost Army 737,714
Tons of Cargo at Sea

WASHINGTON, D. C — The war 
department reported that 737,714 
ship tons of army cargo were lost 
at sea during the war as the result 
of the sinking or damaging of 148 | 
vessels outbound from the United 
States.

The total included 200,058 tons 
j from the sinking of 31 vessels and 
j the damaging of two others in the 
I Pacific and 537,656 tons through the 
I sinking of 105 vessels and damag­
ing of 10 others in the war against 
Germany.

These figures, the army empha­
sized, cover only losses on vessels 
of American and foreign registry 
sailing from this country. The army 
calculated , the losses amounted to 
62 tons out of each 10,000 tons 
shipped from tills country from De- 

j cember, 1941, to August 1, 1945.

Red Army Stop» Mixing
Of Men With Officer»

MOSCOW.—The Red army, which 
has permitted every one from pri­
vates to generals to mix in army 
clubs, will hoist "officers only”  signs 
in the future.

The army newspaper Red Star, 
announcing the change in policy, 
said:

"Under present conditions of cul­
tural enlightenment work it is neces­
sary to have sharp differentiation 
and separation."

R adio m anufacturers expect to 
empley 9 »^  more people than in 
prewar.

Price paid for Alaska $7,200,000, 
nearly 80 years ago. is less than 
1944 output o f minerals there!

Four thousand obsolete U S. guns, 
howitzers, tanka and other ord­
nance Items soon will be released 
to com m unities to replace Civil and 
W orld War I trophies donated during 
the early days o f the wai to the 
scrap metal drives.
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Toys-GIassware-Tools 
Hardware—Tinware-Paint

W e have many Xmas items in stock

"AD M IRAL" RADIO HEADQUARTERS 
"NORGE" GAS RANGES-HERE NOW

West Portland Lumber Co.
Barbur Boulevard and Capitol Highway
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CONCRETE PIPE
CULv m r t SEWER DRAIN

SBE YOUR BU ILD IN G  M A T E R IA L  DEALER
mi —
I  . . .r>»19 S W . Macadam Av., Pertlaad. 1, Oregon

Portland Concrete Pipe & Products Co.
hi ATwater 8384
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Save 20 to 25% on your FIRE INSURANCE COSTS
Oregon Mutual Pollrtr* are NON- A HAEM A M .E . You N E V E R  pav 
more than the premium on the faee of the policy. Oregon Mutual 
maintains more than three time* the surplus required hy Oregon 
Insuranee law s.

Oregon Mutual Fire Insurance Company
O P  M c M IN N V Il-I .E

Organised 18*4— 40 yra. of Reliable Hes-tlee 1 has 1. Walker. Agent

New Location 112 So. 3rd Ave. Phone 1732
"E very Form o f Protection” Hillsboro Oregon

m 0 * * * ~ * * 0 W " * m 0*m i'*s me

N O V E M B E R , 1955 . “ J o b a , 1 won’ t h i» «  to can  sa y  m ore s in ce  we gol the 
f r o i t n  food locker.**
“ Y e a  he«,”  says M r. F a rm e r . “ I ’m  g lad I kep t iny  V ic to ry  
B o n d s fo r  it . T h s  food w il l  taste m uch  b e tte r ."

U. S. Treasury Department

Total voluntary enlistments In the 
peacetime Regular Army reached 
44,799 as o f October 19, it was learned 
today at Ninth Service Command 
headquarters at Fort Douglas, Utah.

One of these days we will take a
long vacation; it will begin with a , 
slow walk.

LEGAL NOTICE

Ritz Theatre
BEAVERTON

Tel. 2482 •
Shows every Night 7 to 11:30 

Special Saturday Matinee 1:30 

Sunday Continuous 1:30 to 11:30

Friday and Saturday— Dec. 12 to 13 
BETW EE N  TW O WOMEN
Van Johnson— L. Barrymore 

UNSEEN
Joel McCrea & Gail Russell 

Matinee Ecatur«'— Monster A the Ape
Serial

Sunday-Tuesday— Dec. Iti to 18

A FF A IR S OF SUSAN
Joan Fontaine—George Brent 

Also—Cartoon and News

Wod.-Saturday—Dec. 19 to 22

ENCH ANTED COTTAGE
D. McGuire— Robt. Young

W EST OF TH E PECOS
Bob Mitchum—Barbara Hale 

Matinee Feature— Monster A the Ape
Serial

Cut this out for Future Reference

N O T IC E  O F  B O N D  & A L E
Sealed proposals will be received 

by the M ETZG ER W A T E R  DIS­
TRICT. W ashington County, Oregon, 
for the purchase o f $80,000 par 
value General Obligation Bonds Df 

! said District in denominations e f 
$1000 each, dated January 1, 194«,
bearing interest from  the date there­
o f and maturing as follow s:

$4000 on July 1st o f each year, 1946, 
to 1963, inclusive.

AU Bonds maturing after July 1st. 
1955, may he redeemed at par. plus 
accrued Interest on any Interest pay- 

! ing date, on or after July 1st, 1935, 
by notice In writing to the paying 
agent not less than Thirty (30) days 

i before such Interest paying date, and 
by publication o f notice In a news­
paper o f general circulation In W ash- 

j ington County, Oregon, not less than 
Ten (10) days prior to such interest 
paying date. Interest payment dates 
on said Bonds shall be January 1st 

I and July 1st o f each year.
Bidders shall name the rate o f In­

terest bid on said Bonds, and the 
! cost o f legal opinion required shall 
i be paid by the purchaser. Bids 
must be delivered to the undersigned 
at 527 Railw ay Exchange Building, 
Portland, Oregon, by 4:30 o ’clock. 
P. M., Decem ber 14, 1945, and must 

I be accom panied by a certified check 
| in the sum o f $1600 as a good faith 
deposit. Bids will be opened pub­
licly at the regular meeting o f the 
Board o f Commissioners on Decem ­
ber 14, 1945, at the residence of H. 
C. Patton at Metzger Station, Ore­
gon, at 7 p. m. o 'clock . The right 
is reserved to reject any or all bids.

T. C. TRAPPE.
Secretary

Date o f first publication: November 
30, 19(6.

Date o f last publication: Decem ber 
! 14, 1945.

WILL THERE BE A
/

STEEL STRIKE?
Not if the C IO  abides by its 

pledged word, given only last spring.

Question: What would be the general effect on the country 
of a steel strike?

Answer: Over 40 percent of all the factory workers in the 
country earn their living by making steel into useful 
products for American life. A shut-down of the steel in­
dustry would be a disastrous blow to reconversion and 
would cause a serious loss in both wages and industrial 
production at a time when they were most needed.

Question: Is it true that the Steelworkers Union has pledged 
itself not to strike?

Answer: Yes. Every contract which the Union has signed 
this year with the various steel companies has a clause 
wherein the Union agrees not to strike during the life of 
the contract.

Question: Are those contracts still in effect?

Answer: Yes. They were signed in the spring of 1945 to run 
until October. 1946.

Question: Who signed for the Union?

Answer: Its international officials — Philip Murray, Van 
Bittner. Clinton Golden and others — and the local Union 
heads at the various plants.

Question: Is there no "escape clause" by which either side 
could end the agreement»?

Answer: No. The Union demanded a fixed, long-term con­
tract and got it. d t  . . __ .

Question: Why did they want a long-term contract?

Answer: In the Union's own words before the War Labor 
Board. “ The Union’s request for a termination date of 
October, 1946, is not made capriciously or pressed here for 
bargaining purposes. It represents the considered view 
of the Union that only such a term will adequately serve 
the needs of stability

Question: Did the recent strike vote violate the contracts? 

Answer: No. Only an actual strike would violate them.

Question: Haven’t there been strikes already during the life
of the contracts?

Answer: Yes. There were 998 strikes in steel plants during 
the past year alone. They were ntostly local strikes which 
the Union characterizes as “wildcat," but they meant a
big loss in production.

Question: Does the end of the war justify changing the
contracts?

Answer: No. The bond was sealed on both sides and should 
be kept whether times be good or bad. The steel companies 
are continuing to live up to these agreements. If a strike 
is called, it will be in clear violation of the existing 
contracts.

A strike in the face of existing contracts would shatter any 
confidence in the validity of union agreements In the steel 
industry.

American Iron and Steel Institute
350 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y.

J  OUR COMPANY MEMBERS EMPLOY 95 PER CENT OP THE WORKERS IN THE STEEL INDUSTRY


