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Lewis and Clark
The G reat Am erican Odyssey

A Condensed S to ry  o f the 
H istoric Expedition o f 1804-6 

opyright 1945 by W alter M eacham

(Continued from  last week)
■iit F a lls  of the M issouri 

The Ind ians had told Lew is and 
' rk  th a t m any days' journey to 

• it they would com e upon g reat 
i’s and rapids, w here th e  w ater 

hed m adly over rocky cliffs , 
•'re It w as im possible for boats to 

li •“. C aptain  Lew is and four of the 
i • i went ahead o f the m ain party 

h u I, on Ju n e  13, cam e upon the spot 
the Indian had described. H ere, 
to r a  d istance o f nearly  tw enty 

'it, the M issouri plunges over 
ia c u la r  fa lls  and rapids, tak in g  

i hat d istance, a to tal drop of over 
1 jiii' hundred feet. T he great fa lls 
them selves have a drop of over 
eighty feet.

The sight of th is m ighty work of 
i’. iture was an inspiring one to the 

ptaln and his men, and assured 
•em th a t they were on the real 

ouri. Nam es w ere given to 
le various falls as they cam e to 
tu rn. The firs t and m ightiest was 
■ lied the G reat F a lls ; then cam e 

'rooked F a lls  ltulnbow, C olter and 
lack E agle. Ju s t  below the la tte r  

’alls was a sm all island. H ere stood 
cottonw ood tree  on which a black 

igle had built its  neat. D isturbed 
y its uninvited guests, the eagle 
plead its wings and flew  over the 
arty  as on a trip  of inspection. F ln - 
'y satisfy in g  itse lf th a t the group 
ean t no harm , the eagle returned 

its nest and settled  Its ruffled  
athers. N ear th is  spot is the pres­
it city  of G reat Fa lls , M ontana. 
Continuing his m arch, Captain 

.ewls cam e upon a river flowing 
uni the west, called by the Indians 

lie M edicine (Su n) river. Beyond 
the W hite B ear Islands, where 

i imp was made. H ere they had 
cveral lively encounters with the 
rizzly K 'a rs  w hich Inhabited  th e  

islands, and resented any encroach- 
lent on th e ir dom ain.
Captain C lark  soon arrived w ith 

the m ain party  and preparations 
were made to portage around the 
fa lls  and rapids. The portage, cov­
ering eighteen  m iles, took two w eeks 
to accom plish.. Out of a co tton ­
wood tree  they m ade wheels for a 
wagon on w hich to haul th e ir boats 
and supplies. . A portion of th e ir 
goods were “cach ed " a t th e  mouth 
of Ih irtage  (B e lt M ountain) creek  
to  lighten th e ir burdens and crea te  
a  reserve fo r the retu rn  trip , if  they 
w ere lucky enough to  return.

I^>wis and Clurk hnd brought from  
the U nited S ta te s  the iron fram e of 
a boat, w hich they now put togeth­
er nnd covered w ith sk ins of elk  and 
buffnlo. B ut, when th e  boat w as 
launched. It leaked so badly It had 
to  be abandoned. Tw o canoes were 
made from  cottonw ood trees to take 
its  place. T h e  portage was slow 
nnd laborious. The m en’s feet were 
cut by sharp  rocks and prickly pear, 
and they had to keep a sharp  look- 
out fo r rattlesn ak es.

During the portage, C aptain C lark, 
ork , Cliarbonnenu, Saca jaw ea 
and little  B ap tiste  were caught In a 
ravine during a cloudburst w hich 
threatened  to  engulf them . C lark , 
at im m inent risk of his own, saved 
’ he lives o f the Indian woman and 
'ter papoose.

In th is wild d istrict, fa r  from  the 
'in ln g  influence o f civilization, they 

observed Fou rth  o f Ju ly . A great 
.st was prepared o f the tenderest 

i its  o f elk and buffalo m eat. The 
last o f the w hisky was drunk in a 
toast to  P resid ent Je ffe rso n . The
fla g  was flow n from  a ta ll pole and 
saluted w ith a  volley from  their
rifles  C ruxatte tuned Up his prec­
ious fiddle and the old hills echoed 
to the stra in s  o f the lively melodies 
lie played. T he men sang and dan­
ced and m ade m erry, for there was 
no telling  w hat the morrow m ight
1 ing forth  T h is was the first 
Fou rth  o f Ju ly  celebration  ever
•aged in present M ontana.

As soon as all was ready, the party 
pressed on. On Ju ly  15, they dia- 
overed a river flow ing in from  the 
outh which they nam ed Sm ith 's 
tver, for R ob ert Sm ith , secretary  of 
he Navy. T h ree days la ter a tribu- 

‘ ary  from  the north  was named 
D earborn river, In honor o f Henry 
D earborn, secretary  o f W ar. l e a v ­

ing th e  D earborn. C lark  and three 
com panions stru ck  across country 
hoping to encounter som e Indian 
tribe  and secure horses fo r t h e i r 1 
trip  across the m ountains.

Lew is, with the m ain party, pro­
ceeded up th e  riv er and on Ju ly  19. 
reached th a t g reat conform ation  of 
nature w hich they named G ates of 
the R ock y  M ountains. The rocky 
w alls o f the canyon stand twelve 
hundred feet in height and extend 
fo r six m iles along the M issouri, 
w hich is here one hundred and fifty  
yards wide. T he “g ates" are  about 
ssventy-five m iles south o f G reat 
F a lls  and tw enty m iles n ortheast of 
H elena, the cap ita l city  of M ontana.
T h ree  F o rk s  of the M issouri

The boats kept up th e ir daily, to il­
some task  of b attling  th e  cu rren t of 
the M issouri. T he jo u rn als of the 
party recorded the high winds which 
they encountered and of the sw arm s 
of m osquitoes which infested them , 
day and night. Gam e was becom ­
ing Scarcer the c loser they got t o !
the m ountains and the problem of | __________________________________________
providing food for so m any persons I
w as becom ing a serious problem . ! here he was received in a friendly 

On Thursday, Ju ly  25, C aptain  m anner. Captain Lew is sm oked the 
C lark  and his land party  arrived  a t pipe of peace with the Indians, dis- 
the th ree  fo rks of the M issouri. . tributed sm all presents am ong th e  
T h eir fe e t were in bad co n d itio n ,; ch iefs, and explained to them  as best 
being pricked by the spines of t h e ! he could th a t his m ission was a 
prickly pear w hich grew in g r e a t ! friendly one. He told the Ind ians 
profusion. C aptain  Lew is and his I th a t a large party of w hite men was 

! river party  arrived  a t  the forks on ' on the other side of the m ountains 
Ju ly  27. I^ewis and C lark  soon a t- j and soon would be with them . He 
tached  nam es to the three stream s j set out with Cam eahw ait, ch ie f of 
w hich converged a t th is  point. T he ! the Shoshones, and a num ber of his
south-w est fork was named the J e f - [ -----------------------------------------—  ■
ferson, in honor of P resind ent Je f-1  
ferson ; the middle branch w as ca ll­
ed the Madison, for Ja m e s  M adison, 
secretary  o f S ta te ; and south-east 
branch was nam ed G allatin , for Al­
bert G allatin , secretary  of the T re a s ­
ury. At the fo rk s is located the 
present town of T h ree  Forks, Mon­
tana.

S aca jaw ea  recognized th is spot as 
the place w here she w as captu ren  
by th e  M inatarees five years before.
A fter a  b rie f survey Lew is and Clark 
decided th a t the Je ffe rso n  was the 
stream  fo r them  to follow. The fa ­
mous landm ark, known as the B eav ­
erhead, wus reached on August 7.
I t  is located a few m iles south of the 
present Tw in Bridges. Saca jaw ea  
told the cap tains th is was the sum ­
mer re tre a t of the Shoshones. From  
here, the river to  the present A rm ­
stead is known as th e  Beaverhead.
A nother form ation  south of Dillion, 
also known as the Beaverhead, 
bears a stro n ger resem blance to a 
beaver than  the one fa rth er north, i 
This was a fine beaver country and. 
in la ter years, w as a fav orite  trapp- j 
ing ground.

I t  being im perative th a t some vil­
lage o f th e  Shoshones be reached in 
order to  secu re horses to continue 
the journ ey , C ap tain  L ew is and 
three of th e  men w ent ahead to try  
to  co n tact the Ind ians. T he head- 
u arters of the M issouri were reach ­
ed on August 12. M cN eal straddled 
the stream , waved his arm s and 
thanked  God th at he had lived to  see 
the day when he could bestride the 
great M lssiouri. Lew is but smiled 
a t h is youthful indulgence and they I 
hurried on. Soon they stood on the j 
backbone o f the continent. Behind 
them  lay the sources o f the winding !
M issouri, ahead lay the Oregon, the 
G reat R iv er o f the W est.

D escending the w estern slope o f 
th e  m ountains. Lew is and his men 
drank from  the Lem hi, one' of the 
farflu n g  trib u taries  o f the Colum bia.

T he follow ing day I^ewis cam e 
upon two Shoshone women, who 
guided him to the Shoshone camp.

— R -ilieiAit'eetfof-f -

The Low Down 
From Hickory Grove

My lectu re today is on “backbone” 
Not backbone like grandpa used to 
nibble bac .¡ione of pork where the 
m outhfuls of tenderloin linked . T h at 
kind of backbone is  extin ct. T h a t 
delectable food along with the ba­
con and ham —went out the window 
when "P lan n in g  for the F a rm e r” via 
swivel chair, cam e in—when exper­
ience and com mon sense were put 
in the ash can.

It is backbone and determ ination 
in men I have in mind today. I f  I 
was to hunt up a nam e for the 
tim es we been going through, it 
would be the “era  of being pushed 
around and not pushing b ack ." I 
am  on th is su b ject on account of the 
speech I ju st heard com ing from  
W ich ita , in K ansas. The fellow said 
it  is tim e to fig h t back, and p ro te c t : 

,ou r right to w ork a t the job  of our 
ch o ice—and w ithout paying tribu te  j 
and dues. And it is costing the ! 
gent plenty for pushing b ack— it has 
already cost him  his radio job. The 
speaker was Mr. deM ille, the moving 
picture fellow. He is w arning our I 

| slum bering nation th at we can  lose 
our freedom  by being docile.

L ike  P aul R evere warned the folks 
there around Boston , th is here Cecil 
B . deM ille is ridin' even wider.

Y ours w ith the low down,
JO  S E R R A  i

WANTED

TURKEYS
ALBO

Live Poultry and Eggs
R eceiv ing  & Dressing P lan ts: 
P ortland , McMlnnvllls, Salem, 
A lbany, Eugene, Roseburg,
Redm ond, Oregon.

Main Office and P lan t

Northwest Poultry & 
Dairy Products Co.

S. E . Oak S tre it , Portland, Ora. 
Phone l'A ii 5141

F o r Stove and D iesel Oil Call H arry 
B arnes. Phone B- averton 3231. tt

P u t down th a t torch, honey—I'm  
hom e! R eturn ing G I to the S tatu e 
o f L ib erty . ,

“ They’re staying home every night and saving their money lor a War
' >nd!”

0e Laval
S EP A R A T O R S  — M IL K E R S  

C O M P L E T E  E Q U IPM E N T  AND 
S U P P L IE S  FO R  T H E  D A IRY  

IN D Ü 8T B Y

nimm kÇriseU
1 Imtributan ’

tV tR Y T M IN G ^
— DA IRYM  ANv" ■fcsff  orti ano. Cri.-  i ait Last (iiy

135 NW P ark AT. MSI
Ja p an ese  recently  announced that 

—  — they were certa in  of w inning if—the
I w ar were prolonged 100 years.

w arriors to meet C aptain  C lark , who I -----------------------------
was laboring up the cu rren t of the ; W hile shopping in Beaverton  stop 
Je ffe rso n  w ith his boats. ; in at th e  Greyhound Coffee Shop for

Captain C lark  followed the river to kunch. 
the site o f the present Arm stead. ;
M ontana, w here he turned to  the 1 The in terests  o f the U. S. extend 
west and, on A ugust 17, m et C aptain to the whole world.—Sec. of S ta te  
Lew is and the Ind ians a t Shoshone i S tettin iu s.
Cove, a  beautiful little  m ountain vai- j —------------------------------------------------------------
ley, on the (present H orse P ra ir ie  cess they had in securing horses de­
creek. I t  was a happy m eeting a n d 1 pended the resu lt of the expedition. I 
an Im portant one, fo r upon the sue- (T o  be continued)

BUYERS—PACKERS
— .All B erries , Prunes, Grapes—  

F E R T IL IZ E R , I»UST, W E E V IL  
B A IT S , A V A IL A B L E  IN SEASON

R. I. McLaughlin, Inc.
B eaverton  3271

H ere’s a ch an ce to save J42.000.000 
a year and end a m en ace !— R ep. G a-

DON'T W AIT-

The Man Who is
Contented to Wait 

For Customers
To Find His Store

Will Find Instead
W hen I t S  TOO 1 i t C  

That He Need Not
Wait Anymore

W H A T YOU 
H A VE FO R  S A L E

With an Advertisement 
In This Newspaper

There I go... making 
the same wish again!

Ill-IIIA -  I N - I I I -

CO NCRETE P IP E
C U L V E R T S E W E R DRAIN

SEEMS ALL girls get wishful— es­
pecially in the kitchen department!

FOR INSTANCE, what about a new 
Gas Range? Wait, don't croud! After 
Victory, there'll be the most wished-for 
gas range a girl ever set her heart on — 
the new CP Gas Range.

SO FAST . .  . so dean . . .  so practical 
. . .  so desirable!

EVEN TALKING «bout a 'CP’ - o r  
planning what you could do with it— is

fun. A range where high temperatures or 
loware minutely controlled, w here clean, 
smokeless spatterless llame broils fo: is 
to perfection. A range u here all six sides 

of the oven are heavily insulated. All this 

— and economy, too— will he yours the 

day your new CP Gas Range starts lop­

ping extra minutes off cooking time.

WHY NOT BUY a War Bond today ?\i'% 
heeded today. It brings tomorrow nearer.

SEE YOUR BUILDING MATERIAL DEALER 
Portland C oncrete Pipe &  Products  Co.

J  Ml# A W . M acadam Av„ Portland. I, Oregon

i w a i i ia ih a in a i i i e i i i a i i i B m a u i a m a u iB M e r a a m a u ia H i c iM B u if l

ATw ater »384 PORTLAND GAS & C O K E  C O MP A N Y
IUY WAR BONOS NOW FOR YOUR ‘ NEW FREEDOM* GAS KITCKEH A?tt® Tf:£ Y ;

/


