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David Lofgren Writes
Of Trip to Paris

In a letter to his parents Mr. an
Mrs. David Lofgren, David Jr. tells
of visiting different partsof Germany
and now he wants to take an ai
plane trip to Paris to see the sights
His very interesting letter
Dear Folks

Well, tonight I will try to write you
a little more than usual Yeste:
day I left with one of our offi

follows

“ar's
for Weilmar, Germany and returned
this afternoon about 2:30 It was

really a lovely trip and the weather
was grand Four of us went down
n two cars a jeep and a dilapidated
old Ford sedai that Col. Haight pick
ed up (along with three others) the
other day. To call that car dilapid
ated is only a mild description
There was no spare tire, the steering
wheel was loose you could shake it

wires dangled all over that should
have been connected someplace —we
don‘t know where, the hood had no
sides, the cluteh was slipping

some of the doors wouldn't €
open vn the way It vihieezed

stop in the Harz Mountains nd ¢
had to be pushed up by a jeej

Finally we got to the top of the
mountains and it ran the rest of the
way OK Leave it to a Ford! Des
pite the car, the trip was really
prand The Harz Mountains
certainly lovely—heavily wooded with
evergreens and deciduous trees

were

quaint chalet-type homes scatte:
through the forests We passe
several veritable Christmas tree

ests, You see, the Germans ha

practiced a very high form of fores
conservation for many
there were acres of

greens growing.

years and
Young evel
They seem to use
methods—one of thinning out forest
and then planting it with youn;
trees which will all mature at the
Bame time. It has become a regu
lar crop system here. There were
several places where large trees had
been completely cut out and logged
off and small trees were growing in
neat, straight rows. These moun-
taine were not tall by any means
but we could still feel a crispness
in the air and a fresh woody smell
There is a variety of fir, as well as
other evergreens—larch, spruce, ete

Then, there are lindens, alder and
oher deciduous trees, We drove for
miles through these tree lined high-

Ways. Occasionally
waterfall or a small brook The
Harz Mountains, you know, are fa-
mous for their canaries, and we saw
several. In the lower areas we saw
some of the finest, richest, greend
and most productive farms you could
imagine Soll conservation is wvery
carefully practiced here by strip
farming and other cultivating prac-
tices. What was particularly notice-
able was the lack of farm houses as
we know them—a farm house, barn
yard and sheds in the center of an
acreage. On the other hand the
people live in very small villages
and walk or ride out to their land
All the way we could see young and
old working in the farm There
were mostly women, for the men
are still away as prisoners of wal
There were old, old grandmothers
down on their knees picking weeds
out of a tract of land where corn o1
some other crop had been planted
There would be a small strip of
vegetables —beans cabbage corn
and then a strip of grain, and then
one of clover or alfalfa It was all
orderly, neat and thoroughly well
kept There were entire familie
working in the fields and all of
themi looked so healthy and we

The Germans who lived on the land

there was

have t suffered judging from
their outward appearance The lit
tle children look wvery husky and
brown and evervone has a well fed
appearance Anothe: thing too
the German girls are VEery well
dressed--and there were a few peas
ant costumes still The people look
comfortable and certainly not in
happy For them it must be a re¢
lief They are all quite afraid
though, that the Russian ‘ O
ing to take ovel Judging from the
agricultural situation, It would seer
that this part of the countr: would
adapt tself very vell to the R
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Portland; Flo President Truman §s an honest
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