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TWO
KEYS

CHAPTER I11—-While the girls talk the
mystery man returns Gay, surprisingly
encugh, Introduces the man to her, He is
John Houghton, a young doctor whom Gay
had known in previous years. Soon after
arriving ot the cottage Gay dise vered his
identity through an old monogrammed sweal-
er, Immediately aggressive, Gay asks him
by what right he is In the cabir His right,
she finds, is greater than her own He, too,
possesses a key, but more than that, s helr
to it from his Uncle John, Gay's godfather
Gay is high handed with him, and he
states courtecusly that he will leave. Look-
ing at him in the doorway, her old feelings
return. She knows that he is more neces
sary to her than is Todd Janeway, the man
she Is to marry.

Before he leaves, John
goes for a walk When he returns he finds
Gay sitting before the fireplace. They begin
talking on a more friendly basis, and she
asks him to reconsider his decislon to leave
The next morning brings a different feeling,
and John decides to remain for his vaca-
tion—one more week.

CHAPTER I1I

CHAPTER IV—The night before Gay and
Kate are to return home to New York John
gets an urgent reguest to call at a nearby
farm. Gay sccompanies him while he cares
for the patient. Returning to the cabin at a
late hour, John stops the car. He tells Gay
that he loves her, and she admits that he s
necessary to her happiness,

CHAPTER V—Meanwhlle, worried by
their absence, Kate has called Todd Jane-
way in New York. She knows that Gay and
John feel a strong attachment for each oth-
er, and wants Todd to come to Maine where
he can talk to Gay. Todd arrives while
Kate is alone, She breaks the news to him
Todd, warm hearted and generous, s heart-
sick but refuses to become melodramatie.

CHAPTER VI1—Gay and John, who have
been canoeing, return to the cabin, there to

find Tedd John leaves tem ;.ururn_\' and
Gay tells To |1 that she has fallen In love
with John, 1 1. understar ~;,;l 1{ 11 is un
§ fable '|'4rq|'r s still her t friend.
Gay reallzes that Todd will a 4\.Imr-
friend, and that |f§l0»ll[+l1!|".,llr

has but to turm to him

CHAPTER VII
Is home In New York, awalting John's ar-
rival for the holidays. She meets him at
the station, and they go to her home o be
met by Gay's moe r and step-father, Mr,
and Mrs, Robert Cameron. John likes her
father, but is #Hl at ease in the presence of
Kitty Cameron. Gay's mother is an unusual
woman. Frequently divorced, she remains
on friendly terms with her former hus.
bands. She divorced them because she grew
bored by their company

LHArFTER VIII—Jonn eried hard to under-
stand the point of view of Gay's sleek young
friends. They are wealthy, spolled and clan-
nish. Gay knows he does not feel at home
with them, and this leads to petty bickerings
and gquarrels. They try w avoid it, but their
different modes of living ralses a barrier
between them. Gay's Aunt Flora, a social ty-
rant, does not approve of the ma \
Gay quarrel, but Gay has the last word,

“I do aamure you, I have always.
I feel toward you, now,
felt any one of the hundreds of
times I've climbed this slope since
we were kids."

‘““How is that?"

*'Oh, that it's fun to be with you,
that I can say anything without be-
ing afraid you'll misunderstand. I
don’'t wonder what you're thinking
when you're silent, or watch your
reaction to every move I make. I
hoped, when we came through the
grove, that you might be coasting.
It was good of you to make us wel-
come."’

“You're always weicome."” He
hesitated, then asked, "Is there—
Has anything—?"

“Nothing of any importance—Just
Aunt Flora, 1 was disappointed
about something I hoped could hap-
pen. And last night—it was diffi-
cult.”

“Don't worry about it."”

“l won't any longer. This was
just what I needed. Coasting, silly
fun, exercise. Everyone has been so
solemn all day. Being with you—-"'

“1?7" He laughed with a note of
embarrassment in his voice. ""What
have I done?"

“Just been natural, and allowed
me to be. There's no strain in
being with you."

“*Not now,” he said gravely, *'but
there was. You felt
strain last summer, after our en-
gagement had been announced, when
you were trying to persuade your-
self that you wanted to marry me-—-""

She was silent for a moment.
Then—""Was that a difficult time for
you? Forgive me for asking but 1—
It's strange, isn't it, that you should
be the only one 1 can talk to? The
others—'

“It was difficult,” he said in re-
ply to her gquestion. *'l went through
hell.”

“And vou seemed so casual."

“1 told you that night at the cab-

" he said slowly. "I thought you
wanted me to be casual I was
afraid that if 1 let you know how
felt it would irritate you. It was a
relief to know, in spite of the fuss,
in spite of having to accept the fact
that you loved John I'm getting
over you. I've done pretty well and
I'm going to do better.”

“Oh, are you?" she said so In-

dignantly that they both laughed,
*1 didn't mean that,”” she said
when the laughter was stilled, *'1
want you to be happy."”
“1 shall be, if you are. Or con
tent, at any rate Of course being

here with you like this is

keep thinking

disconcerting 1

That's enough of that I'm glad
we've had this time together. You
won't keep on trying to avoid me as
you have done until now? We have
something left. Oh, anything I n

SAY W sound asinine, but we
be friends A

“There's no question
voice was not quite st

cant we
f that." Her
cady After

—all the years we've known each
other, the fun we've had

“1 hope so 1 don't want to lose
you entirely If there's ever any
thing—If you need me or—'" Hue

broke off with an embarrassed
laugh “Skip it We'd better get
back to the others. They're proba
bly thinking things which aren't
trua. This siow- ‘ion vrodresa

It 18 Christmas and Gay

tch. She and |

just as I've |

a sense of |

Kitty Cameron lifted her eyes
from a magazine i Gay poke to
her at the door of her dre 1
room.

“Hello!"" she vid “Have you'!
just returned? Where's John?"

“Here." Gay drew him forward
“Yes, we've just returned.”

“Hello, John! Come u There's !
a photograph of the ‘Gabriella’ in
*Town and Country,’ Gay Todd has
sold it to Tony Merrill."”

“Has he?'" Gay | ed her moth
er. ""Whew, it hot in here. May 1 |
raise a window?"

“Let me." John lifted a sash be
hind taffeta curtains, letting a
stream of ai nto the softly lit, fra
grant room. Lights bloomed through
the dusk A few tal hone At
an angle he saw a f{reighter moving !
.‘iil\\\.]}' on the lark irface of the
river below, traitling a brighter wash
of churning foam

“Br-r-r!" Kitty Cameron sat up

| and leaned forward to reach the fur
coverlet folded t the foot of the
chaise :\|'L||| “You come in here
glowing like mountain climbers and
ll'{illl(li to freeze mda t

“You invited u Gay dropped
mto a chau beside the c¢halse
longue “You're a hot 1s¢ bl
som, Kitty. Where Robert?

“Playing hand-ba at the club."
Gay's mother lay back aga cu
jons, under e fi 0 He's
distressed about his waist e. Sit
down, John, bul t t chait
This is the only one Robert
trusts.”” She ge |

and lengthened her
match his.

She laughed
stride to

credible, now

exXercise she ! e Lhe pe at
Todd's side, that - d allowed
Aunt Flora to a i that in her
unreasonaopie 0 | & ni e
had tlared wug L . I '
Cager 1o o [ |
Lh
W a

Shie 1 ..f
voices greeted ni 141 ide laugn
ing replies but her eyes flew John
He rose, at hei ppl i I n the
pile of blanket 1 whicl ¢ had
been sitting with Ellen Janeway and
her guest, little Julie L e from
Charleston H { ¢ brightened as
his eyes met hers through the ruddy

e one went to |

glow of the
smiling

CHAPTER X
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