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Lida Larrimore

Two Keys
to a Cabin

CHAPTER II—-While the girls talk the.
mysiery man returns Gay., surprisingly |
enough, Introduces the man to her. He Is |
John Houghton, a young doctor whom Gay |
bad known In previcus vears. Soon after |
arriving at the cottage Gay discovered his
identity through an ol wnogrammed sweats
er. Immediately aggressive, Gay asks him |
by what right he is in the cabin. His right,
she finds, is greater than her own. He, too,
possesses a key, but more than that, is heir
to it from his Uncle John, Gay's godfather
Gay s high handed with him, and he
states courteously that he will leave. Look-
ing at him in the doorway, her old feelings
return. She knows that he is more neces-
sary to her than Is Todd Janeway, the man
she is to marry |

CHAPTER Ill—Before he leaves, John J
goes for a walk. When he returns he finds

Gay sitting before the fireplace. They begin
talking on a more friendly basis, and she
asks him to reconsider his decision to leave.
The next morning br ings a different feeling,
and John decl l-s to remain for his vaca-
tion—one more week.

CHAPTER IV—The night before Gay and

Kate are to return home to New York John
Eets an urgent request to call at a nearby
farm. Gay accompar n him while he cares
for the patient. Returning to the cabin at a
late hour, John stops t ells Ga
that he loves her, and hat he is
necessary to her happiness

CHAPTER V-—Mean by |
their absence, Kate h 8 C | .J'.a:.e‘l
way In New Yor She knows t ‘L Gay and |

John feel a strong attachment for each oth-
er, and wants Todd to come to Maine where
he can talk to Gay. Todd arrives while |
Kate is alone., She breaks the news to him.
Todd, warm hearted and generous, is heart-
slck but refuses to become melodramatie.

CHAPTER VI—Gay and Jol
been canoeing, return to the
And Todd. John leaves temporarily and
Gay tells Todd that she has fallen in love
with John. T derstanding that it is un-
avoidable, tells her he is ier best friend.
Gay realizes that Todd w ways be her
friend, and that if she ever needs help she
has but to turn to him.

. who have
in, there (o

CHAPTER VII—-It is Christmas and Gay
is home in New York, awaiting John's ar.
rival for the holidays. She meets him at
the station, and they go to her home to be
met by Gay's mother and step-father, Mr,
and Mrs. Robert Cameron. John likes her
father, but is ill at ease in the presence of |
Kitty Cameron. Gay's mother is an unusual
woman. Frequently divorced, she remains |
on friendly terms with her former hus-
bands. She divorced them because she grew
bored by thelr company.

Thne twinkie in wtne gray-blue eyes
was reassuring. John realized,
gratefully, that Gax’'s father, what-
ever embarrassment he suffered,
bore no resentment against him. The
constraint lessenea a little. David |

Graham leaned back in his chair.
John lit a cigarette. i
“I meant an apology for my share
in the great deal of—unpleasant-

ness,'”" he said, smiling.

“It's a pleasure to meet someone
who employs the use of understate- |
ment." Gay's father returned the
smile. “The only apology you owe |
me, personally,’”” he went on, "is
for making me rush home from Lon- |
don before I'd had a chance to bid
on a painting I very much wanted."

“I'm sorry about that, sir."” John
was beginning to understand the
life-long friendship between this man
and his Uncle John. He even felt
that he understood why Kitty Schuy-
ler, at eighteen, had married him.

“Perhaps it is I who owe you an
apology,’’ David Graham said, pres-
ently. “Gay calls my attention to
the fact that I, originally, was at
fault. I invited John Lawrence to
be her god-father. Of course I had
no idea that the nephew he spoke of
so often was going to grow up into
a menace, or I should have made
other arrangements."”

“Gay has told you,” John said, |
“that our meeting at the cabin was |
not pre-arranged?’’

“But it was pre-arranged, wasn't |
it? Yes, Gay has told me. 1 refer
to the arrangement John Lawrence
made. No one ever suspected him |
of his genius for pulling strings. He |
had it, though, to a remarkable de-
gree. I remember when we were in
college—""

He went on to speak of John's un-
cle who had been his friend, quietly,
appreciatively, in a pleasant, un-
hurried voice. The anecdote he told
was familiar to John. Though he
gave the appearance of listening in-
tently, his mind was occupied with
the task of fitting together from
what he had heard of him, from
what he had r‘-‘« rves d, a clear un-
derstanding of Gay's father.

As he 1:,: wught of her, he heard
h \r voice

'\ e you getting along, you two?"’
“Splendidly,"”" her '.'.‘«r said
‘Hh- j.--u been telling John -!.s—i

graceful episodes in my ;""'F'r.e.
came {t« i }
and lightly througt
light, touched

ing, went t sit
father's chair.

“The youn are self-centered.,”
David Gral < No, my dear
I've been i t the days
when I was young and not so hand-
some. I've enjoyed it but John has
probal d,"”

““Not at all, s

“] expected that you'd either be
leading John t gh the gallery
or that you'd be s g here utter |

silence.”
"“You underestimate the privilege

mves 1, i1
l.sr;_t.. a :"\.:'t: of cour

“Grandfather had an operatior
there." Gay's voice was excited and
happy. "Considerate of him, wasn't
it

John looked directly at David Gra-
ham.

“1 appreciate what you've done,”
he said, “but I couldn't accept a
place there the first of the year.”

“Gay h
ham's embarrassment visibly in-
creased “But I—we—she seemed
to think that some arrangement
might be made."”

“Isn’t it possible, John?"

“I'm afraid nnt."”” He saw a little
of the brightness go out of her face

but continued, “‘I've gsn'n Dr. Sar-
geant 1 promise to remain in Port-
land until tober. Y-.-:; see, Mr
Gr I i harging an obliga
ti ) . eant possible
fi I £ I med i
course and that was the stipu !
“But if it's only a question eof
money."" ( s color «u‘]wui and
her eyes were very bright. ouldn’'t

you—'" She paused at a \\.url:ng
glance from her father, looked down
at her hand.

“It isn't entirely. I've been work-
ing with Dr. Sargeant since October.
He's leaving for a cruise the first of
the year. There wouldn't be time te
break in another assistant even if—"'
“_Even if you could swallow
your—'" She broke off, her eyes blaz-
ing, her chin held high.

“Gently, Gay."” David Graham's
face was very troubled. *“This is a
decision which John must make.”

They were staring at each other
like strangers, John thought, antag-
onism humming between them in
vibrations across the dim, richly
furnished room. But he could not,
he would not yield. It was not, he
told himself, entirely pride, not only
stubbornness. There was a deeper

reason, something he was unable to |

analyze fully. It had to do with
all the other pressures being ex-
erted upon him by this life into
which he had been plunged.

“I'm sorry,”’ he said, conscious of

David Graham's eyes fixed upon
him in compassion. ‘I can't break

that promise, Gay. Dr. Sargeant is |

depending on me. I can’t let him
down.”

There was silence for a moment.
Then Gay's expression softened, She
gave a low shaken laugh.

“I'm as bad as Aunt Flora,” she
said. “I've just been despising her
because she very kindly offers to
arrange your life for you. 1'm deing
the same."” Her breath caught on a
sob. ‘“Forgive me. I'm sorry." She
slipped from the arm of her fa-
ther's chair and came toward him.
“I'll be patient. I can wait."”

He looked down at her as she
gtood beside him, lovely in this
changed and softened n;m:d

“You do understand, Gay?" he
asked, wanting to take her in his
arms, to heal the hurt he had been
obliged to give her in the only way
at his command. Diffidence held
him motionless, self-conscious in the
presence of her father.

Her eyes fell away from his plead-

! Ing glance, *"Of course I under- |
stand.”” She laughed too quickly, too |

brightly. “It's just that Grandfa-
ther's offspring have always had too

much of everything, I suppose. We |

don’t accept disappointments grace-
fully, Except you, Dad. You're the

“We don't accept disappoint-
ments gracefully,”

as told me—" David Gra- |
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“l hope not.,” David Graham
smiled but his eyes were grave. “I
€ the pleasure of a pro-
Bt i ta e
‘At t t I mean. This
se, Swa g W relatives. No
v der we'r 1 edge you
excuse S D J i 1 are

CHAPTER IX

The sun, dropping toward the ho-
a dazzling sheen on the
snow, which covered the wide lawns

ng away from the gray stone

101 like waves on sand, where the
snow had been blown by the wind
They ploughed through, kicking up a
fine white mist t} sprayed their

faces with stinging cold

“It's like a Maine snow,'" John

said, as Gay became silent

“Yes, isn't it?"" she said brightly.
“Dry and like powder. We don't

often have them like this."”

“Do you ski near here?"” Why

wouldn't she loock at him? Her arm,
linked through his, was unrespon-
sive bene L"" the
sleeve. When he glanced sidewise
and down, he saw only tr-r‘.-.it':'::: of

ick fur coat

d-brown hair curling out under her
cap, the curving line of her 1,.ul\
half-buried in fur. He had thought
that here, alone, out of doors he
Wi 1d = i but she ad

nterpre

ed his d ( ts effect a
e that he no lot r

made an effort to break through

the brittle gaiety of her mood.

‘“We have,” she replied. “On the |
slope just beyond the grove, be-
tween the Janeway place and ours,
It isn't very exciting though. Coast-

1';.. there is more fun."
‘The Janeway place is beyond

the grove?' John asked. Why should
he apologize again? he asked him-
self. Gay had known that he was
..lu sated to Dr. Sargeant until the

yming October. She shouldn't have
mmit‘ plans for him which she knew
he would be unable to endorse, She'd

always been able to buy what she
wanted. Well, in this instance, there
was something more important than
money. It was his services the doc-
tor needed. Besides— .
“Yes, ‘Highelifl,’ ' Gay said in

reply to his question. “It was a
show-place until ‘Dunedin’ was

built. Originally—I don't remember |

but I've seen photographs —people
spoke of it as an Italian villa. It
looked like a steel-engraving with
terraces descending in a series to
a lake and balustrades and urns and

weeping conifers. Our family are

parvenus in comparison with the

Janeways. The land was granted

to one of Todd's ancestors in 1630.

That's why they can live simply

now, without observing all the silly

conventions that Aunt Flora strug-
gles to maintain."”

A hemlock branch, weighted with

| snow, cut across the path,

“Duck!" he cried and reached for-

| ward, too late, to thrust it aside.
. Ht' caught hf:r as she stumbled.

““Heavens!'' she gasped and
looked up at him, snow covering

her face like a mask. She blinked,

then laughed, a gay laugh, free from

constraint. ““You look like a snow-
man,'’ she said

He blinked to clear his vision.
“You look like a snow-maiden.”" He
laughed with her. ‘‘No, that's too
poetic. You look as though you'd

fallen head-first in a barrel ol soap
flakes. I can’t see anything but the
tip of your nose Here. Wait."

His arm held her while, with the

other hand, he brushed the snow

from her face. As he bent toward

her, he saw the laughter dim in her
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