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A PROBLEM  PRESSING FOR SO LUTIO N
There Is frequent mention of the National I.abor Itclatlons Act In 

newspapers these days. Most of this news has been the kind of 
smoke that really Indicates the presence of a fire.

Not I he least Important Item o f this type was the recent derision 
handed down by the United Htates Supreme Court to the effect that 
Fad tun I courts have no power to pass on the rightness or wrongness 
of Wagner lloaid certifications of labor unions. The case In question 
was brought to the court by one national labor union which felt that 
a Wagner Board decision had been too sweeping and had dlsreg&r- 
iled minority rights.

The problem of the Wagner Act has cried out for solution for ft 
number of years now. Ho far. the Acts' defenders have done a skill­
ful Job of thwarting the desire of the public and of all grou|>a In the 
country to hnve It amended. But the knowledge that, the wide 
powers of the Board cannot In many Instances be checked by the 
courts ought to make the need for amendments to limit that power 
seem even more urgent to those most concerned.

Coupled with this recent news event come continued revelations 
made during the Congressional Investigation of the Board Itself that 
tend to show that the body with these extremely broad powers does 
not always employ them wisely.

These revelations of bickering among Honed members, of bins 
evidenced by Board representatives, of wide powers assumed or 
usurped by the Board point, of course, partly to nn unsound atti­
tude on the part of the Wagner Board Itself. But far more 
significantly they throw the spotlight on the flnws, omissions, and 
loose constructions of the Act Itself which make this situation 
possible.

Congress .with the International situation growing hourly and 
dally more tense, must he wise enough to do everything In Its power 
to help get our domestic affairs shipshape In the field of em­
ployer employer relations, so Important both to recovery and na­
tional defense Congress can best serve this end by amending the 
Wagner Act along lines that will mean a fair deal for nuinagement 
as well as labor. This action would mark a substantial contribu­
tion to real employer employee harmony.

Thai Congress will follow this line Is a consummation devoutly 
to be wished by all real friends of labor, of Industry, of the consum­
ing public, nnd of Congress Itself.
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What more moving spectacle than 
tax drunk relief ngeneloa trying In 
vain to spend their allotments as fast 
as they gel IhemT For Instance, San 
Franclaco papers recently announced 
that the local National Youth Admin 
Istratlon office, "with a monthly pay 
roll of $39.000 to spend" had lk>0 on 
Its rolls, with room for 200 morn and 
"the Jobs are there, almost for the 
asking. The only qualifications are 
that the applicant be a cltlsen of the 
t ’ H, finished with schooling, pre­
ferably from a family in the lower 
Income brackets and eager for ex 
perlence."

The NY A hires young men and wo­
men an average of 60 hours a month 
on non profit projects where employees 
lemn "everything from clerical work 
and gardening to photography and 
how to be a skilled housewinker." An 
additional 2,000 In San Francisco 
make up to $30 a mouth through 
NY As student aid project

t he area supervisor was quoted as 
complaining The NY A spends 
enough money annually to build a
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battleship, but moat people never 
heard of It."

Seemingly, they were heartbroken 
a( the thought that even a few young 
people might have found honest, full 
time Jobs In private Industry amt 
wore In a position to spurn handouts 
from Uncle Sum. However, the an­
nouncement did the trick. The rolls 
were quickly filled. Now there's a 
waiting list.

• • •
We are told from Idaho that the 

President'a announcement of a "lim ­
ited" emergency, In September, was 
his 40th emergency since March I, 
1933. Personally, we have loot count, 
but we do know that emergency re 
lief still Is with us, after seven years 
and over 20 billion dollar* spent.

| ♦ •
Salaries paid to official* of the 

California state relief Administration 
Increased more than a million dollar# 
In the first 11 months of 1939 The 
exact total was $1,408,394 over 1939. 
and "executive expenses" went up an 
other $190,000. Meanwhile, Edwin 
James Cooley, SHA director of the 
city, said of the children of families 
on relief:

"Undernourished and set apart, they 
can develop neither the physical nor 
mental health necessary lo stand up 
In a tough world."

Some of thiwe extra salaries to o f­
ficials might help the children out. 
Anyhow, that Is where we stand 
Extra millions each year for officials 
and Just as many people as ever out 
of work and on relief. This Is the 
"humanitarian" New Deal. And It Is 
YOUK money.

• • •
Seasoned commentators tn Wash 

tngton seem to agree that this will 
be the strategy of the White House I 
xvtth congress To propose drastic 
cuts In spending, suggest the need of 1 
tax increases amt call attention to j 
persisting problem* of agriculture 
and Industry then let congress listen j 
to the howls and wrestle with the 
problems.

In other words, congress, having i 
rubber stamped the White House 
policies for seven year*. Is now given I 
the lob of pulling the country out of 
the hole without changing the poli- |
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des that arc making all the trouble!

Congressmen may feel that the ad­
ministration can be charged with 
poor apoi (smnnship, for passing the 
buck but "nil's fair in politics,’ in 
eluding anx'urlng.

Speaking of sportsmanship, a friend 
tells of going pheasant hunting on a 
great southern California ranch with 
Irvin 8. Cobb. He came suddenly 
around the side of u hill and saw 
Irvin drawing n bead on a mother 
hen pheasant, walking along followed 
by her brood. •

‘’Good Gosh," said my friend, 
‘‘you’r« not going to shoot that hen 
while she's walking on the ground, 
are you?"

“ No,” said Cobb. "I'm  waitin' till 
she stops."

• • •
Wonder what a third term would 

get us except bankruptcy that we 
haven't already experienced: reckless 
spending, ruinous experiments, utter 
disregard for campaign promises The 
Incumbent would seem to have had 
enough time in which to make good.

I-lke thd remark attributed to the

late Will Kogers, when a fellow com­
plained about the 2 oclock closing law 
for bars: "What I always say is if 
a man ain’t drunk by 2 a. m.— he 
just ain't been tryin'!”

• • * »
Here's the inevitable aftermath of 

the spendspree: Come election year, 
the Great White Father will try to 
reduce expenditures. Already the 
pleasure groups ara. forming, with 
the slogan "Cut somebody else not 
us." And quiet pleas are being made 
by senators to spare this or that 
activity.

Whutever new spending is done will 
be blamed on the necessity for na­
tional defense and there may be sur­
prising cuts made in budgets. Th<‘ 
kick-hack, observers say, will come 
in January, 1941, when elections are over. Then we will learn how much 
Is needed for DEFICIENCIES. Thus, 
cash outlay in 1940 will likely equal 
the record-breaking 1939 figures, but 
we may not know it for a long time.

Some say congress will duck the 
tax problem and find that the treas 
ury can squeeze through until after 
the campaign is over, without chang­
ing the public debt limit.

Grim and Far-Rea.hing 
War of Substitutes

Continued from Page I
plastics iuiaiiy come to g><p* wita

— igmol unc ol tOe ----- i*al ma
lei nils aaluiiiobile bom - - me

cuter Its Iinai stage. Moreover, 
it is uot oemg loo optimistic to 
luma u. ali-piosiic autouioones and 
ail-pias-ic an planes.

I'ossiUilllieB o f P lastic Plane*
America s plane capacity could be 

speeded tremendou-ly if “duiamold 
a plastic made of hardwood veneers 
pressed with phenolic resin) proves 
successful. One of the big time- 
takers in plane building is the driv­
ing of as many as 300.UUU rivets in 
some planes. In contrast, the shell 
of the "plastic plane" comes in only 
three parts wings and body. Suc­
cess of this process means stronger, 
lighter, I aster and far more economi­
cal methods of building and operat­
ing. I ’rom plastic airplanes to plan 
tic terraplanes (automobiles) would 
be the next step.

This War of the Substitutes means 
more than a battle between mater­
ials. It means vast social changes. 
For instance, a town built around a 
factory whose metal product is cap­
tured by “ Ersatz” must find a new 
article to make or lay o ff its work­
ers. Metal mines, ore railroads, 
cabinet shops, silk mills, may all be 
caught in the backwash of this 
epoch-making War. Big beneficiaries 
will be farmers. The Plastic Army 
carries a bright beacon of hope for 
them settlement of their two-decado 
old problem of price-busting surplus­
es. Remember, the basis of two of 
the four plastic groups is farm pro­
ducts!

Friday, January 19, 1940

IARY ANN YOUNG FALCONER
Mary Ann Young Falconer late of

iC .' LiW 54th. Maplewood, died Jan.
1! .

H ENRIETTA H1RSCTI
1 inert:! services were held Monday 

at Finl. y's Morninglight Chapel for 
He:: ief a Hirsch late of 7111 SW 33d 
placo, sister of Mrs. Helen Carlton of 
Po.tland, and Chet Ridgeway of Sa­
lem, Oiegon. Committment Lincoln 
Memorial Park.

• Want Ads The little fellows with 
the big pulling power.
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M ill Orders Promptly filled

Apron Specialty Shop
12:11 SW Morrison Portland

Some things, you had better watch 
your step doin' this year, an one of 
em is running’ fer president of the 

j U. S. A. Jus' look what has hap­
pened beginnin' with 1840. Since this 

i year, an includin' it, every man 
elected to our presidency in a year 
endin’ in a zero, "naught”, died in 
office. Look, 1840 William Henry 
Harrison; 186.0, Abraham Lincoln; 
1880 James A. Garfield; 1900, William 
tdcKinley; 1920, Warren G. Harding; 
and low, WHO will be the victim of 
Hodooternally. Bill.

“That's it, Dad, the VINCENT way 
is best when it comes to building 
our new house better see abo-ut it 
now, so we can get the work start­
ed.”

YES, EVEN DAUGHTER IS 
ANXIOUS TO HAVE A NICE 
ROOM ALL TO HERSELF.

Figure with Vincent, see your 
choice plan and pay the easy way.

Vincent Lumber Co.
A L O H A
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Official Results G ILM 0 R E-Y 0 S EM IT E 
EC ONOM Y RUN, JAN. 4 , 1940, SHOW 
FO R D  B ES T  IN G A S O LIN E  M IL E A G E  
O F  A L L  T H R E E  V O L U M E  S E L L E R S

F O R D  V - 8  " 8 5 "  2 4 .0 2  M.;. PER GAL.

» ‘W  *ŝr-.aBiWHr * tj

8  C Y L IN D E R S  M O R E E C O N O M I C A L  T H A N  6
Look at the official records! Y e ir  after year 
Ford's compact, efficient V-8 engine shows 
better gasoline mileage than engines with 

fewer cylinders. And in addition to greater 
economy —you get added pickup, smoother 

traffic control and longer engine life.

America’s highest priced cars all have " V  type 
engines. .All Ford-built engines are "V "  ty pe.

B E S I D E S  G R E A T E R  
E C O N O M Y  

FORD V-8 GIVES YOU
• hydraulic brake* ever u^j oa

t low-priced cm.

• Smtn  »fling —in»,de u well u  out

• Smooth power tad fat jerawsy.

• - rule -  with new nde
ttabilixrf

• Roorick ForJ interior ever built«*
With lo* tjt Mil CUlhtOAft.

• f *’ 7 -vkyJ car with • V |
•nfurc-
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