
The Court House
Happenings of the Week 

at the County Seat
By HOSE CAVE

Gillespie Files 
New Trial Motion

R ay Gillespie. Edward Greeley and ! india 
W alter W ebster. Forest Grove union
m em bers convicted last m onth in cir-1 "t certainly am

After 56 years in the m issionary; 
field of India Miss Em m a Dean A n -' 
derson now 82 years old occupied the 
pulpit at M ultnomah Community j 
Church Sunday m orning, May 1st. | 
She told of her experiences in mis- ' 
sionary work, m ost o f it being in

be here
cu it court on assault and b a ttery ! and *° see th is crowd of people, es- 
rhnrtrpa filter! motinna ThursHnv fnr a  pCCially the yOUFlg folks. . . and Icharges filed m otions Thursday for a 
new  trial.

Circuit Judge R. Frank Peters set 
May 14 as tim e for hearing argu­
m ents on the motion and for im posi­
tion o f sentence.

Gillespie at the present tim e is 
under parole from  a penitentiary  
term  granted two years ago by Judge 
P eters in Clatsop county, after the 
m an had pleaded guilty to a charge 
of rioting, arising from  the fatal 
rioting which occurred October 7. 
1936, at the Crown W illam ette lum ­
ber cam p near Astoria.

Circuit court orders w ere filed in 
the follow ing cases. Lutie Mapes, 
vs H enry Behrm an, dism issed; Mark 
T. Cox vs W. J. Gerrish et ai, judg­
em ent and decree on foreclosure of 
m ortgage; H. L. Jensen e t  als vs 
Frank R inck  e t» a ls , default, judg­
m ent and decree on foreclosure of 
m ortgage.

want to say that boys and girls the 
world over are very much the sam e,” 
said the reknowned m issionary at the 
beginning of her address.

She stated she could not think of 
retiring from  active work at a tim e 
when she expected as she recounted  
too many things to do in India.

‘‘The people of India believe that 
no sin can be com m itted that can­
not be washed aw ay by bathing in 
the sacred river. The cow of India  
is a sacred anim al and m ust not be 
slaughtered and they believe pork Is 
contam inating and m ust not be eaten  
People who declare them selves to be 
Christians are subjected to prosecu­
tion and much torture by other na­
tives,” she declared.

Even little children of India m ar­
ry and one tim e she w as am ong a 
crowd of 300 w idows, m any ranging  
from  nine to 15 and all o f them  re-

estate of George B. Clark: fixing
tim e and place for hearing objections 
to final account estate o f  Charles J. 
Hom m; H enry Clallaeombe; appoint­
ing Rose C. Strieker adm inistratrix  
o^ esta te  p f Andrew Strieker; ad­
m itting estate o f John B. D Insm ore!

, . . _ . , gardless o f their ages would subject
E state orders signed by Judge thcm selvcs to extreme m ourning for

Tem pleton and filed w ith  the Clerk < ieng t^y periods of tim e, attired a e - !
cording to custom  and m any would!

*-*- _ drop from exhaustion after long vig ils L J
of worshipping idols in respect to j
their dead—and th is is kept up Junior Flower Festival
m ost of their lives. T  L LI 1J  I a

She told of various tim es when 1 O b e  r i e l d  J u n e  4
she becam e responsible for fee d in g ! ------------
a large num ber of people, m any of | Saturday, June 4th, has been se- 

to  probate and appointing Melvena j them  children, when there seem ed . lected as the day for the annual 
Dinsm ore adm inistratrix. appoint- j f0 he no possible w ay of obtaining > Beaverton Junior F low er Festival, 
ing Martin Stadlem an adm inistrator anything to feed them  . . but the I The parade, flower show, track m eet 
o f estate of John Carl Stadelm an: m issionary had faith  and food w a s : and dance w ill all be on a larger 
approving final account in  E. C. provided. \ scale than in any preceding year.

Many folks believe m ore m ission- j More entries have been prom ised in 
ary work is needed here in  t h is ; all events and a greater number of 

The inference o f Miss prizes will be awarded.

R ichardson estate: fix in g  tim e and
place of hearing objections to final 
account. Thom as W. H astings, estate j country  
discharging adm inistrator and clew­
ing estate o f  N icholas Bangs; ap­
proving third annual report in guard­
ianship o f  E lm er Burch: approving 
final accounts in estates o f Peter  
H eim  August Bornett' settino" estate  
for hearing of D. C. Mvers, deceased.

Rosser Indicted 
Trial set tor May 24

Archie Jesse, republican candidate 
for County Com m issioner in Beaver­
ton Tuesday says th ings look pretty 
good over the county. H e has been 
a resident of the county since July  
4 1901, that w as the day he first saw  
daylight . He has a sm all farm  near 
Banks and has worked for the county  
nearly 16 years.

The Rebekah lodge held their 
initiation and candidates. N ine 
m em bers visited Tigard lodge Tues­
day.

Funeral services w ere held Mon­
day at P egg’s chapel for Mrs. Sarah 
Covell, aged 87.

Mr. and Mrs. Revard Rhodes en­
tertained at dinner Mr. and Mrs. Guy 
Alexander, Mrs. Woody of B elling­
ham, W ash., and Mrs. Jennie Alex­
ander of Aloha. Saturday evening  
the sam e group had dinner together 
with Mr. and Mrs. Glen Alexander 
at their home in Portland.

Mrs. W. H. Boyd was a luncheon 
hostess to members o f the Tuesday 
Bridge club and Cheerio club and 
other guests at the home of Mrs. A. 
A. Fisher Thursday of test week. 
Mrs. H. R. Nelson won first prize 
and Mrs M. Lyon the guest prize.

Miss B etty H ansen entertained  
mem bers of the Sub Debs at the 
home of her nunt Mrs. F. H. Schoene 
last Thursday afternoon.

A large group of relatives gathered  
at the home of Mr. and Mrs. W. F. 
D essinger. the occasion being in cele­
bration of Mis. Dessingors birthday 
anniversary.

The Past Matrons d u b  O. E. S. 
met at the home of Mrs.Le land Shaw  
Portland, Friday. A pot luck din­
ner w as followed by a business meet ­
ing. Mrs. Geo. Thyng w as hostess, 
assisted by Mrs. S. Iuiurence and 
Mrs. H. R. Nelson.

Mrs. Elm er Stipe was a luncheon  
guest o f Mrs. Mona H ansen at her

Precinct Vacancies 
Filled by County Court

W ashington county grand jury re­
turned 3 true bills into Circuit Court
this week, indicting A. E. Rosser, un j borne in Salem  Saturday, 
ion official in alleged connection I Mrs. Am arette Barnes is confined
with Tigard bombing early in May I to Ai'or ,Y'th f 'ripp'
1935 appearing in court Tuesday. L Mis* Christine W agonhouse, who 
R osser plead not guilty. Trial date ha« «P0"» se7 ™ ' m onths with her
was set for May 24. - h ? r l ! * ,  J v  D ow n,n^‘ ,p ,t f° r

Other indictm ents Included Alex ^  h ° J ^ J n_ y ™ couver‘ B ‘ C” <hp 
Neetens, declared by the sheriffs o f first o f the week

Mr. and Mrs. Lewis Hughson and 
fam ily drove to Lake Lytle Thursday 
of last week, returning Sunday. 
W ith them  at the coast were Mr. 
and Mrs. Hiram  D avis of Glenwood

Mr. and Mrs. Howard Glenn of 
Skam okawa. W ash., visited at the

A nderson’s ta lk  po in ts to  th e  c o n - | F ive m ain  p rizes will be given th is
elusion th a t  it w ould be h a rd  t o ' y ea r  as a g a in s t th re e  in 1937. T ic k e ts  ^ ce lo h a ve a  long c n m in a i record
find  a  very  la rg e  sp o t tn th is  coun- m ay be o b ta in ed  from  an y  rJeav erto n  w as charged  w ith ob ta in in g  m oney
try  w here  th e  chances to  acq u ire  ■ s to re  along  w ith  p u rchases. T he under false p re ten ses ; he is accused
relig ious te ac h in g  is no t a lread y  tic k e ts  a re  fre e  an d  all cu s to m e rs^ b f bad check  o p era tio n s a t  B an k s  ___ _____ _______
ava ilab le  should ask  fo r them . M any sm a lle r L ester N elson an d  R ay  P ie rce  w ere  an d  M r an d  Mr(J Grog of F o r

In  the  a f te rn o o n  ?.Iiss A nderson p rin ts  will be o ffe red  by th e  local i cL^rged w ith  la rceny  in a  jo in t in- G rove,
spoke a t a  tea  given a t  the  hom e of business houses. F lo w er show  con- dictnvent; th e  tw o alleged ly  sto le  a
M rs. F. H. S la te  by K ings D au g h te rs  te s ts  will com pete fo r cash , w hile saddle n e a r  T im ber. ___ _
an d  h e r  su b jec t w as “B eing  a  M oth- j th e  p a ra d e  an d  field m eet e n tra n ts !  O rval H a r t. E rn e s t K ell an d  E llis  j hom e o f Mr. an d  M rs. R . R . S um m ers
e r  of V arious G irl C onverts  in Ind ia , look fo rw ard  to  cups a n d  ribbons. | B u rr  R ussell ind ic ted  jo in tly  w ith  | T h u rsd ay  an d  F rid a y  o f la s t week
M rs. F. H . W eatherly , M rs. W. E. D anc ing  in th e  h igh  school au d ito r-j Jo h n  N ew land on ch a rg e  of m alic-j a  g ro u p  o f friends en joy ing  a  pot
P a r k e r  an d  M rs. W a lte rs  w ere  pres- ium  in th e  even ing  w ill round  o u t , ious d es tru c tio n  of personal p ro p e rty  luck d in n e r S unday  a t  th e  hom e of

ap p eared  before Ju d g e  P e te rs  T h u rs -jM r. an d  M rs. J. E . Com ley a t  th e ir  
day. Kell changed  h is p lea  to  g u ilty  j hom e in N ew berg  w ere Mr. an d  M rs 
an d  w as sen tenced  to  9 m o n th s  i l l ; E . E . Leslie, D undee, Mr. and  M rs 

'J a il ;  H a r t, w ho e a r lie r  had  p leaded  R ock H ull and  Mr. and  Mrs. C arl 
i gu ilty  to  a  s im ila r charge , d rew  th e  K linge, G aston , and  Mr. and  M rs. J a y  
f sam e te rm . R ussell received a  post- G ibson an d  son J a y  J r .,  o f B eaverton  

poned sen ten ce  to  M ay 7. All w ere  an d  th e ir  house guest Mrs. Lyon-, 
accused  of d am ag in g  th e  B row n M ug Larry, sm all son of Mr. an d  M rs 
d in e r  a t  B eaverton . P au l D ow ning is m uch  im proved

F ra n k  Brow n, ind ic ted  on a  r e c k - ' from  an  a t ta c k  of in flam m ato ry  rheu- 
less d riv in g  ch a rg e  w as found g u ilty  j m atism .

cu it co u rt to  u ch a rg e  of m alicious hy a  ju ry  W ednesday  S en tence w il l ! Mr. an d  M rs. C. N. D ow ning m oved 
d es tru c tio n  of personal p ro p e rty  in he ren d e red  Mny 7. acco rd ing  

’ connection  w ith  labo r d is tu rb a n ce s  ju d g e  P ete rs .

am ount w as given over to th is unu- _____________
sual m issionary worker whose main j
work now is to encourage people to i  t •__ • .  r x ____ _
keep up their m issionary sntrit as U n i o n i s t s  D r a w
the good work is greatly needed and S u s p e n d e d  T e r m

V acancies caused by resignation, | m orning offering o f sizable the day.
death or rem oval from  precincts have ' 
been filled by the County Court: a 
total o f 44« were named to serve as 
election board officia ls in the various 
precincts.

Follow ing a recent ruling of the 
D istrict Attorney that present can d i-1 
dates in the com ing election would 
be ineligible to serve as election offi-1
cials. all except one of the Republi- sjoner Club Holds 
can and Dem ocrats w ithdrew  t h e i r ' .
filings, m aking it necessary to dis- IMonster Meeting
qualify only one. Judge Templeton  
said.

A1 Kommer. Portland attorney, re­
sid ing in Beaverton, the one excep­
tion has been reoorted w illing to

j she surely is prepared to tell why.

Geo. J. Davis for Commis- I E llis Burr R ussell o f Portland, 
wtio previously pleaded guilty  in cir-

new hom e in Portland

The Geo. J. D avis for Com m issioner appeared before Judge R. Frank Pet- 
com m ittee, nearly 100 strong, met at ers Friday and received a  postponed  
the A1 W atson home on Canyon sentence.
Drive, the m ost enthusiastic m eeting

Club President

to into their 
j Tuesday.

Mrs. J. A. Miller w ho suffered a 
j broken hip in a fall a  few w eeks  
ago, Is still confined to the hospital

m ake a test cose in the court o f the yet held in Mr. D avis’ behalf. Re- on condition that R ussell report
The suspended term  w as granted j  r a m  1 L I  J  slow ly im proving
i c o n d i t i o n  t h a ï  R u s s e l l  r e n o r t  lO f  4 - M  ClUD L e a d e r s  Miss H e l e n  C n

issue. K em m er had been named to 
serve as judge in precinct No. 9—

Davis Appointed 
Manager of County Fair

Leon S. Davis, secretary of 
Hillsboro Chamber of Commerce

the
has

ports from  the various parts o f the tw ice a m onth to R ussell Morgan, 
county indicate a trem endous demo- district attorney, abstain from  liquor Mrs. H arriet A. Ford, of

Miss H elen Cavlness went to E u ­
gene Friday to attend the Freshm an  

Leisy- dance, w hile there she was an over-
cratic vote for Mr. D avis in the com- keep out of union controversies and ville> honored last year at the 4-H night guest o f Miss Esther M cEwen  
ing prim aries. i turn over his pay check to his w ife, i t,lub sum m er session in Corvallis as The Florence Beauty Shop are of

A partial list of those a tten d in g :; R ussell w as one of four unionists one o t Oregon's veteran club leaders fering a spring perm anent for $1 
Mr. and Mrs. H. Dahl, Mr. and indicted on charges o f having thrown w,as ®lected president of the Wash- if you secure one perm anent at the 

Mrs. B. C’lltus. Mr. and Mrs F. a rock barrage at the Brown Mug 'Uff10" County 4-H club le a d e r s ’ as- regular price from $2.50 to $7.50. 
Moore, Mj\  and Mrs. E. Terrill, Mr. diner near Beaverton last year in a r e la t io n  W ednesday night. She sue- Bring a friend. The M isses Florence 
and Mrs. Furlong, Mr and Mrs. A. beer war flare up. Ernest Kell and ceeds Cecil H eyndericks of Schefflin. Lucas and Eileen W olf 'are In the 
H. M atson, Mr. and Mrs. F. Nichol, Orville H art are each serving nine Clayton Nyberg of Tualatin was Comm ercial H otel and are open ev-

namod vice-president, Kathryn C aw -'ening* by appointm ent, 
rse of North P lains is secretary. O. j The Drorbaugh fam ily spent the

____i  „ . . . .  J°bn N ew land, the fourth man ac E^euse, county school su p erin -: week end at Taft. G uests for Sun-
® °  °  Mrs. G. Clark, R. McCarthy. Mr. and cused in the Indictm ents is facing tendent, was re-elected treasurer, day m orning breakfast were Mr. and

more serious charges in other counties Elected to the board of ¿directors, Mrs. Sorblts and Mr. and Mrs. Carter 
Carl Jepson, 31, from Oakland, Cai. WPre Fred Jossy of H elvitia  and 1 of Cooper ML 

was sentenced Thursday to five years ''r'rda W cstcott o f Fern Hill. Mrs. W. A. Hardman has been ill
in the penitentiary for burglary, by . ^ b o w in g  the general m eetin g 'w ith  flu.

l  _ _____ . .  ,   ___ _ .  „ _  j _ -■ -------  - ■ - — ....... '-'■vine n a n  are eacn serv ing  nine
been appo in ted  m a n a g e r  o f th e  an- Mr. an d  M rs. Geo. D avis. Miss D avis, m o n th s in th e  co u n ty  jail having nal
n u a l M a sh in g to n  C ounty  F a ir , by the  Don pavis, Mr. and M rs.P . H. G ard - pleaded gu iltv  to  a  s im ila r  c h a r e .  rse
B oard . D avis succeeds Ed. L  M oore n e r  M r an d  M rs D W hite, Mr. an d  Jo h n  N ew land  , hp r „ „ r t h mnn B.
who resig n ed  on acco u n t of o th e r , M rs. G C lark , R. M cC arthy. Mr. and 
du ties . Mrs. G. E rn s t .  Mr. and  Mrs. V. O.

R. N. B anks of B anks, is p resid en t s te e n ro d , Mr. and  M rs.T. M. M cH ugh, 
o f th e  board . R. G. S co tt of Sher- Mr. and  M rs. W. C am eron, Mr. and  
wood, v ice-p residen t an d  W. J. E n Mrs. Joe  K einzle, Mr. and  M rs. A.
schede. of Hillsboro, has been named 
director and treasurer, on resigna  
tion o f H. T. H esse D ates for the 
fair have been announced as Sep­
tem ber 1. 2 and 8.

Strieker Inquest Held
Inquest into the death o f Andrew  

Strieker, 60, o f near Beaverton, was 
held Thursday w ith the coroner's 
Jury m aking no recom m endations in
th e case. Strieker, a pedestrian, was --------------------------
injured fatally April 2». when struck Local Restaurant Sold 
by a car operated by Barbara Jean  
R om ig, 17, of Baker.

_ Y,' B utts. A A. Spears. Miss Grace Judffe P eters. j eps0n pleaded guilty lead<*''» of girls' clubs organized into Mrs. M. C. McKercher, w ho is
following his arrest at Garden Hom e a branch group leading exclusively , chairm an o f the flower show to be
by Multnomah county officers, who w i'b that phase o f club work. Mrs. beld  June 4 entertained her assist-
surprised him in the act of prowling B ay Heinrich of Schefflin  was elect- ants at lunchson W ednesday In-
a beer parlor there. H e hagan serv president; Merle Davis, Beaverton. 1 eluding M esdam es F. O. Donaldson, 
ing sentence Friday. vi''p Pres.: Viola W estcott secretary; W alter Van Kleek, I. R. Metzger,

vi,- „„a c i„ „  /-Vw.ii Frank Brown of Hillsboro, eon- Frances Post o f the Bend district; Bell Walker. W. H  . Grauer, R. H.
ra rn fth erRMvtr Ms NorveH victpd ,ast wppk of reck less driving ’‘ir * flp|pn Austin of Laurel and Mrs. j Stew art and W m  Stratton. P lans
.•  “ . n . . , '  ’ appeared in Circuit Court Saturday Hazel Baker of Beaverton, directors, i for the show  were discussed.

B um s, H. Shciland, Mr. and Mrs, 
A. Jones, Mrs. Metzins, Mr. and Mrs. 
G. Murrey, Mr. and Mrs. K Woods. 
W. Shaw, S. K. Bowman. H. D. Hous- 
ted, Mr. and Mrs. R. G. Mueller. Bill 
Pangle, Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Davis.

Mrs. E. S. Davis, Mrs. A. Benz, guests 
were Senator and Mrs. Layman Ross. 
Ed Moore, A1 Kem m er and Mayor 
McCloskey.

Last Week
W ednesday noon, May 4 "The Cof- 

The following polling places were Cup” restaurant across from °ln er  passengers received m inor 
established for May 20, 1938. primary Atipes Garage on Broadway in Beav- juries, according to the officers  
election: Sherwood. Boy Scout erton, was sold by Charley Dond to vest ¡gating.
room in H otel Bldg,; M iddleton— F. W. Fauteck, who w ith his fam ily — -----------------------
School house; Tualatin—City Hall; S. lately  cam e here from Eastern Ida-
Tigard I. O. O. F. hall; N. Tigard ho, the new proprietor took posses- J. L. Anderson Out

Saturday
m orning and w as fineQ $150 and as 
sessed court costs . The ease »rose 
from a traffic accidentt D ecem ber 6,
1937, in which a car operated by 
Brown and the truck of William  
E lchoff. Gaston. were involved.

and Mr" FranpPS Sumoski. O sw ego, jDonald R ichter were taken to a Port- M r s  A n n ' «  _ u  llette Carter.
land hospital efter the crash, and Mrs.' Josephine W isn iisw sk i. o ly m  w Mr% OMo E r,ck»on and

ir«.». 1 ^ ---- K osm alskl, r*

Mrs. H. R. Nelson entertained with
V IC TO R IA  KOSM AI.NKI O u e ^ I n ^  . afternooai.

May 4, at her home Rt 1. Beaver- i S n a ld s o n  W C McKeM W  l  
ton, V ictoria K asm alski age 78 yoars <Vv)tt A A F i.h  r \ v  it  n  i
died at her hom e She was m other ^  ^

Mary Sehechla, W ilsonvllle, | . __. ,  _  ’ , ,
li Oswego " * -  stra tton * Doy Gray, and Ju

Mrs. Annie Lorence, Cornelius r

of Mrs.

In- pta. Wash., and Frank W. Anderson of
Mr. and
Portland,

B asem ent of M. E. Church; Metzger 
Com m unity Club House: Garden
H om e School H ouse; S. E. A loha—
Huber-Aloha School; S W. Aloha 
Buck's Bldg.; K in ton —School house;* future 
Scholls -I. O. O.  F Hall; L a u r e l-  
Comm unity Hall: Reed ville School
House: N. A loha—Grange Hall: Ce­
dar Mills—Union Chanel- North 
B eaverton—H aulenbeok Bldg.; South 
Beaverton—P ublic .«ohnr>| building;
W est Slope—Cobb Bldg.

sion Saturday, m orning May 7.
Mr. and Mrs. Doud have built up a 

fine business here and while they  
have no plans for the im mediate 

.they mav continue to reside

were '¿oth ers Day dinner guests of 
Mr and Mrs. Guy Carr Sunday. 

Sunday dinner guests o f Mr. and 
Anthony church. Tigard. Tuesday Mrs w ,ll,P r Van K,ppk wpre Mr. and 
with interm ent Tigard Catholic cem e M>" B^lph Van Kleek and son Der-

in- Beaverton; ;35 grandchildren, 
great grandchildren.

Funeral scrvicea were held at S t .1

For County Judge tery. A rrangem ents in care of P eggs rp" Portland. Mrs. M. C. Mc- 
Chapel, Beaverton. Kercher and George McKercher

_______ I_______  were dinner guests at the Van Kleek
,  .  ,  ! Andrew C. Burk, the sh er iff of M ar-!hom * Tuesday evening.

The candidacy of John L. Anderson lon County, and one of the Judges of Mr and A. Gilmore and
for County Judge was inspired by the Catfish derby to he held In Med- d aUKhter Elizabeth of Portland were
nothing less than an honest desire ford on 20th day of May will Sunday dinner guests o f Mrs. M. C.

in Beaverton indefinitely. Mr. Doud's
health is not good n w  and a rest is __ _____ ____ w ______ ______,
much needed. Miss Florence Vaalleff Lr*ve 1° public the sam e ser- t-i!««» to the air to keep his appoint- McKercher.
will continue in her position at the v lop he has given so unstintingly to m^nt. Mr. Burk who Is one of the Eleanor and I^anor, twin datigh-

eandidates for R epresentative on o f ?«fr. and Mrs. Boyson of Ken-
the Dem ocratic ticket In the First nedy Acres, sm allest o f  the 1000 
District w ill remain In Salem  to cast Turn Verln pupils, are selected to 
his ballot and hoard a plane for. lead the grand entry march the 31st 
M- dford where he will he met at annual exhibition at the auditorium

restaurant for the new proprietor, ihem  in his private business for
She is well known in Beaverton and m any years. B elieving as he does
her m any friends are glad she is to that this is the best county in the
continue her work here. world in which to  live, he declared

Mr and Fauteck w ill continue h im self w illing to sacrifice his own
This being H ospital W eek Mrs. the service much the sam e as has business and giving to the r#n m un - the Airport by a car from the Sher- Saturday.

Pearl Shipley. Supt. invites the pub- been known at the Coffee Shop ex- ity the sam e wholehearted attention Iff* office and rushed Into the city. Mrs. E lm er Stipe has been enn-
llc to inspect the W ashington Countv cept thev will popularize their mer- if the citizens so desire. Your atten- Mr. Burk has taken to the air sev- fined to her home for the past week
hospital Saturday afternoon Mav 14. chants plate lunch. Various interior tion is hereby called to  his statem ent eral tim es during h is cam paign to j w ith cold and grippe.
1 to 4 and 6 to 8 p m Dr. D. C decorations and im provem ents will o f qualifications elsew here In this keep from being aw ay from is office Stipes H arare received a new  eoat
McDonald is County H ealth  officer, take place here soon. | paper. during working hours. of paint this week. ' 7

Babson Pork, Maos., May 13—The 
recession is now stretching out 
through the rural areas of America. 
Up until several m onths ago the farm  
com m unities were not suffering from  
the recession so severely as the shut­
down industrial centers. We are now  
entering a new farm  season. Pros­
pects indiuate a  m am m oth w inter  
w heat crop. Taking this as the ba­
rom eter ,the other crops should also  
be large, granted good grow ing con­
ditions. Prices of farm  products, 
however* have declined greatly, 
lien ee , the farm  outlook for 1938 is 
very uncertain

There are 15,000,000 farm  fam ilies 
in the United States. They are a  
vital factor in the nation’s retail 
trade. Today they are up against 
a trem endous problem. It boils 
down to this: The farm er m ust re­
ceive, in proportion for nls wheat, 
potatoes or apples w hat u m anufac­
turer charges for cloth, shoes, or 
tools. S ince a year ago farm  prices 
have dropped nearly 30 percent. 
M eanwhile prices for the goods which  
farm ers m ust buy have dropped only 6 
per cenL This m eans that the buy­
ing power of farm  products is  m ore 
than 20 per cent lower.

P rices Stabilizing
The price decline is still going on 

although the m om entum  is easing up 
Sharpest drops have com e in the 
quotations on gruins, fruits, vege­
tables, m eats, butter, and cotton. Milk 
eggs, and poultry have made a better 
showing. Farm  w ages have eased  
off slightly  since last Sum mer, but 
are as high as a year ago. Taxes, o f 
course, are no lower H ence, the 
profits o f the American farm er havo  
slum ped badly in the last twelve  
m onths. Dairy farm ers are tbo one 
exception. W hile their prices are 
lower than last Summer, one m ajor 
item  in their production cost—feed— 
has fallen sharply.

• H uge W heat Crop
Now that the new farm  season is 

underway. Acreage o f som e crops 
will be slightly under 1937 but w heat 
acreage will be close to a record.. 
The governm ent forecast o f the win 
ter wheat crop places It well above 
700,000,0000. This would be the 
third largest in history The average  
of the past five years Is 485,000,1)00 
bushels. Even the so-called drought ■ 
areas, particularly the Prairie Prov­
inces of Canada, should produce the 
first real harvest In years. More 
over w e are going into the new crop 
season with huge carry-overs. Tho 
cotton surplus, for Instance Is the 
largest on record and alm ost equals 
an average annual crop.

A new Agricultural Act w as okay­
ed by Congress last W inter. Under 
Its provisions much of the various 
1938 crops will not be allowed to go 
to m arket. This m eans an outlay  
of m illions of dollars by the Federal 
Government. In cotton alone the cost 
could run as high as $600,000.000. 
This program mav tem porarily help  
farmers. But It may become a tre­
m endous burden on the rest o f the 
country. . Furthermore a big back­
wash o f rural sentim ent Is rising  
against governm ental control and Its 
allotm ent plan. Farm ers are talk­
ing of refusing “to sacrifice liberty  
for prosperity.” They are rugged  
individualists and Secretary W al­
lace’s new program m ay strike a snag  
in rural resistance to “R egim enta­
tion.”

Grasshopper l ’lague?
May farm  forecasts, however, can  

easily turn into July boomerangs. 
This happened in 1934 and 1936 as 
June droughts withered the Great 
Plains. This year farm ers are 
worried by the possibilities of 
grasshopper p l a g u e  W eather
conditions have been Ideal for 
these insects. Scientists and tech­
nical men are so fearful of this men­
age that they have already mapped 
out thplr plans to combat the “hoop- 
pers .should they strike. Those who 
*aw the m oving picture, “The Good 
Earth” have a realization of w hat a 
real grasshopper Invasion m eans 

Drought, grasshoppers, or som e 
other event could change present 
forecasts radically. Smaller crops 
sold at higher prices would probably 
bring more farm incom e than bum­
per harvests at low prices. Big crops 
will certainly help those businesses— 
railroads, elevators, etc.—which han­
dle the crops. But regardless of 
the size o f the 1938 harvest, there 
should be Improvement In som e pri­
ces between now and Fall as general 
business pick ups. I doubt, however, 
if  such an Improvement would bring  
farm  Income up to the 1937 level. So 
farm  prospects for the next few  
m onths are questionable. In  fact, 
country retail aales are only now be­
ginning to reflect the sharp drop In 
rural Income which we have already  
experienced this year.

Don’t P ity the Farm er 
The longer term picture has not 

changed In recent m onths. The real 
answ er to the American farm  prob-
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