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G etting  crops planted to provide 

needed hay supplies is the m ost ser­
ious jo b  con fron tin g  m any W ashing­
ton couny farm ers. Due to th e  long 
dry fa lls  red clover stan d s that looked 
exceptionally  good last sum m er w ere 
killed or thinned out badly by cold 
w inter w eather. V etch  and oats 
have in som e cases nearly  all been 
frozen out and in o th er in stan ces the 
oats were killed w ith vary ing  am ounts 
o f vetch  left. L asin g  so m uch o f the 
clover and vetch  m eans a  short hay 
crop unless som ething to  tak e  its 
place is seeded th is spring. T h is  laps 
o f the hay crop w as the m ost serious 
result o f th e  w inter freezes. Spring  
hay cropg a re  under ordinary  w eather 
conditions never as sa tisfaco ry  as 
fall-seeded hay crops.

Som e farm ers seeded o a ts  and vetch 
last week. W e a re  now around to
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much as 90 pounds o f peas to the 
acre . W h ere  it is desired to take 
ad vantage o f vetch th a t w as not kill­
ed out the ra te  o f seeding o f the peas 
m ay be decreased  accord in g  to the 
am ount o f vetch  th a t is left.

In  1933 C anadian  peas and oats 
w ere seeded as la te  as  th e  middle o f 
April and hay yields o f tw o tons and 
more per acre  w ere harvested . T h at 
y ear we had a  long cool m oist spring 
and conditions fo r the grow th of our 
annual legum es w ere exceptionally  
good. W e can  hardly expect such 
favorab le conditions again  H agg 
B ros., south o f  R cedville , th a t year 
had a  field o f peas and oats  th at av- 
eragwd approxim ately  four tons of hay 
to the acre . T h is w as on exception­
ally  rich  ground. A P . Ire lan d , north 
of F o rest G rove wa^ one o f m any 
other farm ers who had a fine crop of 
C anadian field  peas and oat hay. In  
both these in stan ces th e  crop w *s 
seeded early  in A pril and land plas­
tered. In  sp ite o f the su ccess of those 
seeding in A pril w herever it is pos­
sible the crop  should be put in earlier.

T h in  red clover stan d s present a 
problem . U sually it  is d esirable to 
th icken  the stand  up w ith  som e oth ­
e r  crop when th is  can  be done with 
som ething th a t will m atu re at about 
the sam e tim e the clover will. Som e 
have alread y seeded vetch  and oats 
in the clover, but th is  does not reach  
the desired stage o f m atu rity  when 
th e  clover is ready to cut. D om estic 
or Ita lia n  rye g rass is one possibility 
but th is should be put in im m ediately 
if  it is expected  to am ount to m uch 
th is season. T h is p articu lar kind of 
rye g rass will ord inarily  m ake a con­
siderable grow th th e  firs t  season and 
w ill in crease  th e  tonnage considerably 
and be ready to cu t a t approxim ately 
the sam e tim e the clover will. Norm ­
ally  when rye g rass is  seeded alone 
18 to 20 pounds per a c re  o f seed will 
be used. W here  th ere  is some clover 
le ft the am ount o f seed per acre  may 
be decreased  som ew hat but it is desir­
ab le  to use p lenty o f  seed. In  any 
case  the rye g rass should be drilled in.

In  som e in stan ces w here th ere  is a 
fa ir  stand  o f clover left, farm ers have 
drilled in a w inter varie ty  like W hite 
W in ter or W hite  H olland. T hese two 
varie ties  seeded a t th is  tim e will usu­
ally  not head th is  season and, conse­
quently  will add nothing to the hay 
crop but will stool out and provide a 
consid erable am ount o f pasture a fte r  
the clover hay  is rem oved.

Condition o f the A ustrian field pea? 
Is cau sing  consid erable concern  and 
thought. Som e fields show  a decided 
th inn ing  out while som e others ap­
parently  look vfry  good but close 
exam ination  d iscloses the fa c t th a t a 
lot o f the p lants now alive have the 
tap  root broken o ff. W here th is tap 
root is broken above the pea seed 
from  w hich the plant germ inated  or 
if it is broken close to the seed, those 
plants probably will never am ount to 
much. W here they a re  broken above 
the seed they m ost ce rta in ly  won’t be 
any good and if  broken so there is 
only a very sh o rt stub  of tap  root left 
they probably will be very low yield­
ing if we have dry w eather. W here 
th ere  is two inches or m ore o f tap  
root below the pea seed it would be
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