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START FIGHT ANEW 

ON OHIO MINE FIRE 
ABLAZE 52 YEARS

BIG DEFICIT SHOWN 
FOR PANAMA CANAL

Flam es Set by S trik ing Coal 
M iners Im peril New Bil­

lion D ollar Field.

New Straitsville, Ohio. — Works 
Progress administration workers 
were making headway here in their 
fight to extinguish the world’s 
greatest eoal-mine fire, w hich  hns 
burned in the Hocking valley con­
tinuously for fifty-two years. Resem­
bling a smoking inferno by day and 
the entrance to the fabled gates of 
Hades by night, the fire has al­
ready destroyed $ 50, 000,000 worth of 
coal, experts have estimated, in the 
heart of the Hocking coal fields, 
one of the richest deposits in the 
world, and now threatens new fields, 
which have been valued at $1,000,- 
000 ,000 .

The fire was deliberately set here 
in 1884 by striking coal miners and 
has defied three major attempt« to 
extinguish it. Acres of farm lands 
and woods have been destroyed, 
homes have been abandoned, and 
the fire now running wild over an 
area of seven square miles, is still 
expanding. New Straitsville is in the 
southeastern part of Ohio.

Taking a lesson from the pioneers, 
who plowed furrows in the path of 
prairie fires te halt the sweep of the 
flamas, the W. P. A. crews at work 
here are making preparations to 
isolate the fire.

The project will cost some $365,- 
000 and beth Federal and state gov­
ernments are sharing the expense.

Oil and Gas Wells in Area.
In several places a few yards fpoirt 

spots where smeke and fumes are 
escaping through fissures, oil and 
gas wells operate. In other places 
miners are now digging coal in sight 
of hillsides spotted with blazing 
craters.

Curiously enough, It has been only 
lately that the people in the district 
realized how much the ultimate loss 
might be if the fire is not put out, 
and put out soon. After numerous 
unsuccessful efforts business men in 
the district finally got the Federal 
government interested enough to 
have engineers work out a plan and 
then the aid of the W. P. A. was 
enlisted.

The story of how the fire was 
started is a strange one. In 1884 min­
ers in Ohio went on strike. The first 
units of the miners’ union in Ohio 
were organized here in that year 
and it was one of the most bitter 
labor struggles in American history.

Strikers Fire the Mines.
Six months after the strike began, 

the miners one night seized some 
loaded mine cars on a tipple, poured 
oil on them, fired the coal and ran 
the blazing cars into five different 
shafts. Within twenty - four hours 
the workings near the town were 
honeycombed with fire, and before 
a week had passed the creeping 
flames were beyond control. A num­
ber of ventilation channels, neces­
sary in mining work, reached down 
into the hill where the torch cars 
had been spotted and they acted as 
smokestacks, providing a draft and 
fanning the spreading flames.

Year after year the fire expanded 
into new territory.

During the last half century a 
number of efforts have been made 
to check the flames and fortunes 
spent in the effort. Cement walls 
have been surrk into the earth at 
what were thought to be strategic 
points, but the intense heat cracked 
the cement and the fire passed on 
through almost as if the walls had 
been peanut brittle.

Revision of Toll System Is 
Seen Necessary.

Washington, D. C.—Citing a defi­
cit of $947,284 in the operation of 
the Panama canal for the fiscal 
year of 1936, the annual report of 
the secretary of war admits that 
the present system of collecting 
to,Is peiiiAAvo ¿¿¿equalities, ¿¿.un.pu.u 
tions and endless reductions in 
charges, resulting in losses to the 
United States and unfair advantages 
to shipping interests.

The report of Secretary Harry H. 
Woodring makes no recommenda­
tion that congress increase the toll 
charges to a point where they will 
at least pay the interest charges on 
the capital investment of 546'6 mil­
lion dollars and eliminate the unfair 
discrimination against producers of 
the central states in favor of those 
of the Pacific coast and eastern 
seaboard. However, he does recom- 

| mend legislation to correct the pres­
ent system of measurement of ves- 

: sels, which, he declares, has “no 
1 justification in equity among the 
! several types of ships and may be 

considered as a form of subsidy to 
certain types which are able to 
take advantage of the system.” 

“Subsidizes” East and West.
Manufacturers and other shippers 

of the Middle West have long main­
tained that the Panama «anal toll 
charges are so low that the effect 
is to subsidize shippers of the East 
and West. It is cheaper, for ex­
ample, for a manufacturer on the 
eastern seaboard to skip his prod­
ucts to the West coast by water than 
for a middle western manufacturer 
to ship to either coast by rail. The 
argument of these producers, as 
well as consumers’ representatives, 
is that the toll charges should be 
increased to a point where they 
will give promise of amortizing the 
canal investment.

Legislation such as Secretary i 
Woodring proposes failed in the 
last session of congress, but an act 
was passed which authorized the 
President to appoint a “neutral 
committee of three members for 
the purpose of making an indepen- j 
dent study and investigation of the ' 
rules for the measurement of ves­
sels using the Panama canal and 
the tolls that should be charged j 
therefor.”

Recommended Legislation.
The annual report recommends | 

legislation for the following pur- j 
poses: ."First, to re-establish in the 
present law the system originally in- i 
tended by the congress, which, j 
through technical interpretation, 
has become ineffective—a system | 
based upon the earning capacity of ! 
vessels and patterned generally aft- i 
er that in use for ship canals which j 
has operated successfully over a pe- | 
riod of many years and which is 
designed to avoid the very inequal­
ities which result from the dual sys­
tem now in effect.

“Second, to abolish the unsatis­
factory, unfair, dual system of 
measurement whereby toll charges 
are based on one tonnage rating 
and the limiting factor on another 
different and smaller tonnage rat­
ing-which is subject to manipulation.

“Third, to regain control over the 
tolls charged and to stop further 
and apparently endless reductions 
in tolls paid.”

FORMAL OPENING
Ross Motor Company’s New Location, Barbur Boulevard 
at Whitaker Street, Friday and Saturday, March 5 and 6.

C. A. Ross, of the R oss Motor Com­
pany, pioneer Ford dealer of Multno­
mah, announces the opening o f his 
new branch at B aibur Boulevard and 
W hittaker street, for March 5th and  
6th. Besides handling the Ford and  
Lincoln Zephers, they will specialize  
in auto tune up, luOi ¿cation, wash  
ing, and painting or all cars, at the 
new location. The new est and most 
modern equipm ent has been installed

Rich W om ack vice-president .will be 
in ch a igv  of all activ ities at the new  
branch; in charge of service will be 
Robert Waldron, with four especially  
trained m echanics w ill be under his 
direct supervision. Both Mr. Wo­
m ack and Waldron are long tim e em ­
ployees of the Rosa Motor. Special 
m otorcycle service has been installed  
to insure fast delivery and pick up of 
all cars for service. Mr. W aldron  
estim ates his departm ent can turn out 
30 jobs a day.

Mr. R oss is a pioneer Ford man, 
having been a Ford man since 19X4. 
In 1927 Mr. R ass started his agency in 
Multnomah, and estim ates his firm  
has sold upward o f  2100 Fords since 
he has been in business. At the pres­
ent tim e Ross Motors em ploys 17 peo­
ple, all well versed in their particular

I position. Mr. R oss sta tes that 1936 
' was the best year h is firm  has had 

since 1929 and says that from nil in­
dications 1937 w ill exceed  all previous 
records o f his com pany.

The new building Is one of the most 
modern o f it« kind in Oregon, and 
was designed by J. D. Annand. The 
eontrnctor* w ho w ere Instrum ental In 
the construction o f th is building are: 
Zuber Concrete Construction Co.. 
Glen B. Warde, Oscar Butler & Son. 
Broadway E lectric and Hardware,

| Snyder R oofing. P. Richardson, Star- 
I board Construction Co.. Cann & Gray, 

De Tem ple Plum bing and Signs, fnc.

CONGRATULATIONS
from

Geo. Faulkner Co.
Armatures and Generators 

Auto Service
1226 S. W. Stark BR. 3567

GREETINGS

Tracey & Co. 
Inc.

936 N. W. Couch St. 

BR. 1101 Portland

Wiggins & Company, Inc.
AUTO EQUIPMENT 

105 N. W. Park : BR. 5574

Wishes Continued Success

To the

Ross Motor Company

Fillmore Home Is Razed; 
Lumber Is Sold for Barn

Geneva, N. Y. — The boyhood 
home of Millard Fillmore, thirteenth 
president of the United States, has 
been torn down because no organi- 

j ration showed enough interest in its 
preservation to pay the owners $700.

Fillmore, elected vice president 
j in 1848 on the Whig ticket, suc­

ceeded to the presidency in 1850 
| upon the death of Zachary Taylor 
j and served until 1853. He was de­

feated for re-election by James Bu- 
j chanan.

He had lived in the Cayuga county 
house until he was nineteen years 

' old and returned to it many times.
1 In recent years it had been un- 
l occupied and the owners had at­

tempted to sell it to some patriotic 
organization. Unable to obtain an 

i offer of more than $250, they dis- 
i mantled it and sold the timber for 

construction of a barn.

T hat used car you have been looking 
for, is listed in the classified seotion.

(]hic

WANTED

kens— Old HerÌS

Tliie b

Better Prices Available

lalev Cann

at

in? <Co.
of Hillsboro, Oregon

One of America’s Finest Canneries

Located 5 Miles North of Aloha I I

CONGRATULATIONS 
On Your New Enterprise 

•

Campbell Co., Inc.
Factory Distributors

Acme Lacquers, Waverly Oils 
G. A. Batteries, Gasoline Pumps

Shop & Service Station Equipment
403 N. W. 9th Portland BR. 0459

CONGRATULATIONS

to the

Ross Motor Company
On the Opening of their New Building

^ t-q -ru x .
c r i u n t i .iJ k â < w

CONGRATULATIONS TO

The Ross Motor Company
On Completion of Their New Building

Glen B. Warde
PAINTING CONTRACTOR

Residential and Commercial Painting

7925 S. E. Morrison 
Portland

A T w a t e r  6441 
R es. TAbor 1312

GOOD WISHES TO THE

Ross Motor Company
From the

Western Seat Cover Co.
Mfg. of

Seat Covers, Side Curtains,
Trunk Covers, Auto Tops

1118 S. W. Burnside BR. (X)80

Best Wishes
From

Broadway Electric and 
Hardware Co.

Electrical Contractors

912 S. W. Yamhill BEacon 2090

Fred J. Zuber
OF

Zuber Bros.
Construction Co.

Congratulates

THE ROSS MOTOR CO.

On Completion 
of Their New Building

CONGRATULATIONS

From

P. Richardson
BRICKWORK, TILING, STONE MASONARY

Estimates Given

Couch Bldg. ATwater 6444

CONGRATULATIONS
on the

Opening of Your New Building

From

MARKWORTH
Standard Auto Parts Co.

203 S. E. Grand : EAst 2174

West Side Branch—302 S. W. 12th

Oscar Butler & Son
EXCAVATING and PAVING CONTRACTOR 

ATwater 6444 ; Portland

CONGRATULATES

The Ross Motor Company
On the Opening of their 

New Building

BEST WISHES 

For Continued Success

F. A. Snyder
Complete Roofing Service 

and Sheet Metal Work

Free Roof Inspection
ATwater 1054 5929 S. W. Macadam


