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volunteered the young n

tweed knickers, who was Iy watching
Warren

“The river's not deep her I Q
current's rather swift, Just t 3 1T
property there is a gharp bend, Nine
chances out of ter Uncle Rayvmond's
body is lodged there, And t.
river empties Into a sma pond be
low the bhend If the pond is dragged
- He ended with a significant s!

[ ve Jim B ¥ W en's
chiel alde w < t 1

i mber of the 2 Ip b
provel

And that lets us out of a hard day’s
work, Inspector. Let's go home.”

He moved, as Iif to follow in the foot
steps of the young man In the tweed
knickers, who had already started ofl
in the directlon of the houss

But Warren 1 ned s ling u
der the tree

“*Wait a minute, Jim I'here might
be something to this™

As he spoke, Warren stooped and
||[rl\'"-‘. up something from among the
griass and leaves,

Bradley turned in faint surprise and
annoyanee

The day was hot, beastly hot,

And yet, standing there on the river
bank, in the dense s! e of the great
i <
¥

id B :
| i I ind  shut. Old Man
Barnes came down ostensib to 1
his usnal morning I H dres
gown I8 here on the bank And wi
have the note, saying he was going to
end it all.”

ol U T e WAS typewr el W en
remin L

“And besides, he gave no reasons for
wanting to mit s le.”

Bradley shrugged, and there was the
barest of a twinkle in 8 | eVes

He had seen his chief reach np and
tue at the lobhe of |} li enr, a 1y
tain Indlcation that the Inspector had
something serious on hl i,

“Suspect the Kid?' Bradley asked
bluntly

“Maybe,” sald Warren

Bradley gestured.

“Count him out He wounldn't have
been so serions to tell us how shallow
the river was, if he didn't want us to
drag It And there's no pliace else
around here to hide a corpse—at least
for any length of time,"

“Well, there's no one else to suspect
right now. Look!" Warren suddenly
held out his hand and exhibited the
artiele that he had picked from among
the dead grass and leaves

It was a small wood serew,

Pradley bhecame a trifle sarcastic

This wasn't getting them anywhere
and it was hot.

“My great powers of detection,” h
gald, “inform me that the article In
your hand is a screw. What of it?"

Wiarren shonk
“Why not say

his nead impatiently

what's a screw dolng

heér, ander a plhe tree, far fro Ny
building? And only om
“It's driving me serey ] Brad
ley, still sarcustle.
“There’s blood on it,” sald W
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And This Happened

In a Free Country
By R. M. Hofer

The other day I was in a country

ocery store on th Oregon Coast
e ta were getting soft drinke
I asked the lady proprietiress, whom
I knew, if he Hdn't make me
i 1 5 S motioned me
i i 1 W prohit
ed [ 1 nawich in
i ¥ | OLne (M i
a i A 1 of the re
which was covered with licenses fed
r'a ind state, which were required
for ¢ ¢ of different Iin\\llh"
‘But she said, “there is no law yet
hat prevents me from giving you a
ndwie " which she did
What a picture! A free country, a
little country grocery store, a hungry
man nd the law prohibits him from
buyi 1 aandwich
'SR L0
From Marshfield, Oregon comes
he astonisl press dispatch that
two daiirymen were fined, not for sell
ing impure milk but for the high
crime of selling milk that was too
rich, too purs just as it came from a
rood cow
I could hardly believe my eyes
There was no false labeling, no adul-
teration—the crime emed to be thal
they failed to “water"” theier milk suf
ficiently to bring the butter fat con
tent down to the legal requirement
for the grade of milk sold. The cour
mandling the cese gave the offender
1 suspended sentence ind placed them
on parole for a year
And this happened in the land of
the free! Men hailled into court and
entenced for serving their customers

too well
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