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THE STORY

(‘”\l TE “ l Jim Wall, young cow-
Puncher fr Wyoming, In the early
days of the cattle industry, seeks a
new feld t Utah He meots Hank
Hays, who ad s ) eing & robber,
and tells Wa he I working for an
Englishms ed Herrick, who has
located h In mountalins
Herrick yed a army of
rustiers in-Aght and liays
and h I plotting steal thelr
employer's Attle and money Havs
wants Wall to throw In with the
rustlers

CHAPTER IT At the little settle-
ment of Green River, Hays gets to
an A gambler called
Stud Ker game. Wall savaes
Ha iMing the gamble ut
f sb t ith Hays and two other
rustlers. H pyY Jack and Linecoln, Jim
Wall starts it for Herrick's ranch.
In camp, the first night out, Jim ree-
grets the ste) has taken, but it s
too late to irn back.

CHAFPTER The four men arrive
at the ranch., Herrick announces that
his sister Hel i# coming to the
ranch. Hays unfolds his plan for get-
ting posseaslon of the 1! 00 head of |
live st 1 the Herrick ranch. He
and hils lleute te ride away to drive
ff the h of cattle. Jim ra- |
malins t i I t It oyt f ne v

ry w . Hays rival

ng t stlern. Jim LI

e i w he is aln des

tes Lthe are f Heene And him
EANg He stands with } ready

CHAPTER I¥ Heeseman tells Wall
that Hays was once his (Heaseman's)
partner and double-erossed him. Her-
rick delegates Jim to go to QGvand
Junection o mest Miss Herrlek Jim
gete Barnes, a young cowhoy with
him, tell her that he (Jim) (s &
desperando of the waorst typs, Barnes
Adoes , but the girl treats the in-
formation lightly

CHAPTER V.—On his arrival at the
ranch, with Halen, Jim s confronted
by Havs, who betrayvs unusum Inter-
est In the « ng of Miss Herrlck, Jim
tells Hays that Miss Herriek brought

Wells Fargo package, probably of
money. Jim goes riding with the Her- |
ricks and greatly !mpresses Helen with
his revolver shnoting

CHAPTER VI The cattle Arives to
Qrand Junction are started, Jim Wall
finds himself falling In love with Hel-

e conches her in riding westarn
style, and finally Kisses her She s
angry and dismisses him, but relents
and asks hin ot to leave the ranch,
Hays" men return from the drive with
the stolen eattle, The leader has sold
the eattle and brought back the money.
A quick getnway |s Imparative. Hays
tells his men » g0 on ahead, that he
wlill joln them at a certaln canyon
The rlders arrive at the céanvon and
to thelr amazement and Jim's dismay,
Havs and a lleutenant are sighted with
Helen Herrlek=—a ocaptive,

CHAPTER VII The gang s about
to break with Have over the abdue-
tior but he explains that he robbad
Herrick and stole Helen for ransom
Reulizing that Helen will be worse off
If she falls Into Hessaman's clutches,
Jim Wall rides on with Hank and his
men, Hesseman's riders are discovered
in pursult., After a running battle In
which Latimer, one of Have' men. In
wounded, Havs leads the gang Into a
canvon retreat, diMeult of access and
easy to defend-—The Robbers’ Roost,

CHAPTER VIl After camp has
been made, Jim seeks out Smoky Slo-
cum, and secures his promise to ald
In eane Helen Is threatened with harm
by the villainous Haye. Jim hears &
wild ery In the night. Before he Ales,

| atimer, who was wounded Iin the fight
with Heeseman, tells Jim and Smoky
that Hays has held out some of the

money he stole from Herriek.

“, L Ye Deen snot petore. put 1
never had this queer feelln', . . . Now,
Im. if 1 git to sinkin' don't keep me
from knowin', If I'm dyin* I want to
tell vou and Smoky somethin® thet
I'd keep If 1 live, Sawvvy?”

“Rparrow, I conldnt honestly ask
for that confession yet," replled Jim.

“You might pull through. But 1 prom-

Ise you, and I'm shaking your hand
on It."

“Good, Thet eases my mind”

On the walk across the oval Smoky

gald very
bett hi v
whatever he
want
“I sure do,
Latimer

we ought

serlously : “Jim, 1 reckon we
Sparrow tell us tomorrer
has on his chest., Thet
to know It. Do you?
Smoky. If it's something
must confess It's something
to know.,"
That night Jim moved his bed closer
farther from the camp-

er e

Ie, If we

to the grove,

fire, and It commanded a view

rise of ground where anyone passing
could bhe detected above the horlzon,
Even after he had crawled under his

blankets he watched.

But nothing passed. The hours wore
1 until the utter loneliness of the
p opit welghed heavily upon Jim's
hreast

e

Oppressed

He fell asleep and dreamed that he
was riding a glgantlie hinck horse with
eves of fAre. and that there was a8

te lower growing out from a prec
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Une by one the members of the gang
appeared at Hapg Jack's calls to
broakfast

T : last to & ept
Havs

A fhe & T 19
tom ghur 1t tt shelf re
Ia er la Hls K half-way
W S 1€ Ip wit h hlm,

Jim, 3 , » wrath of
siwl \*I'

v 1 Bliwep wi I'm
cross, and I reckon [ need a s e

Wal, If thet's all—Say, Jim, 1
3y |1‘}u'|r the gurl scream last nlght?”

“Seream, , , . did shel”

“Huh 1f she »‘ndh'l, I've shore got
the Jmjams My Gawd, look at
pore Lat ri®

Thelr patient had wrestled off his
bed out Into the grass. They rushed
to lift him back and make him com
fortablas He appeared to be burning

up with fever and alarmingly bright-

eyed, but he was consclous and asked
for water. Jim hurried to fetch some,
“How I rolled out there I don't
know,” sald Latimer, after he had
drunk thirstily,
“Reckon you wua delirlous, Spar-
row,” replled smokpy,

“No, sir. T was scared™

“Scared! You? Thet's funny,” re-
jolned Smoky, looking across at Jim,

“What scared you, old man?” quer-
fed Jlm,

“It was after T got my sleep. Must
have been late, far [ always.am dead
to the world for five or silx hourn. 1
wils wide awak: It was shore a lone
some, still nlght, Mebbe my sins

weolghed on me, , . ., But all of a sud-
den 1 heard a cry, It scared me so 1

Jumped right off my bed., Hurt me,
too, an' 1 didn't try to get back.™

“Maybe It was a ooyote right by
close,” returned Jim,

“Fellers, I'l! het you'll ind thet gurl
dead, . . . murdered!” concluded Lat-
lmer hoarsely

“Sparrow, you
replled Jim, gravely.
. Else you've

don't look ﬂii'lty."
“But your talk
A reason to think 1It.”

“Shore, 1 have," rejolned Latimer,
lowering his volee to a whisper. “Hays
beat an' robbed Harrick! Thet's
part 1T wanted to tell you, If 1T was
goin' to cronk. But 1 gotta tell It any-
how, An' I ask you both, as pards,

to keep what [ tell you secret till I'm
dead.”
“1 wswenar,
husklily.
“You can trust me, too,” added Jim,

Sparrow,”

snid Smoky,

“Wal, thet's why I feal Hank must
have dope fer the girl, too”

“Robbed Herrlek!" exclaimed Slo-
cum, Incredulonsly. “Was there a
fight?"

“Yes, But Hank might have avolded

it, He drove the man crazy. Fellors,
Hays'd steal coppers off a dead man's
eyes—shore, But what he sald he
wanted was the gurl fer ransom, Yet
he picked a fight with Herrick an®
beat him with a gun”

“Bparrow, how come you dido't tell
va before?” asked Smoky, sternly,

“I'm beholden to Hank, Dut I will
pay thet If I'd knowed hig game I'd
pever have goune with him, After ll:l
wus too late—wal, [ stuck, An' l'd
kept 1t secret. But T {eel In my bones
I'm Adone fer. So I'm sguealln’, an'
I'm doin' It becanse Hays double-
crossed yon all™

“Reckon I'd bave done the same, If
Hank haed a hold on me” conceded
Smoky, generously, "Suppose you take
a nip of whisky and tell us what hap-
pened®

“I'm hot enough without liquor, But
I'll tell you. Glmme some more
water."

After & moment Latimer drew a
long breath and resumed: *“Hank
pleked me because he bad a hold on
me. After you fellers left thet
night Hank went out an’ got another
hoss. He had a saddle bid somewhere.
We took them hosses up the bench
back of the house an' tled them, Then
we went down toward the house™

*Ahuh, He'd had this deal in mind
all the tima,” sald Smoky, nodding his
head

“Yed, HBefore we got to the housa
he told me he meant to hold Herrick
up fer what mouay he bad on band—
then steal the gorl fer ransom. |
opened my trap to kick again’ the gurl
part of it, anyway, but he cugsed me
somethin’ flerce. 1 seen then he was

conttnuod' Next Week




