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"y want a cow-saddle wit n
Hays hung around the barn ! @ T and overalls," con led)
idle, watching the wvalley, unt [_‘.
Herricks returned 'he  cowhoys | Overalls shea exclai ind  s!
brought the horses dowl Wher 1 | blushed rosy red "'|,. 1 mean like
Huavs ahruptly left And he did t | thess 1 ava Bavnas |
come back From t hour he ! Y es Uhen you oar I'his is
eame an elusive man the West, Mlss Herrlek You like to
Fhat day ended Jim Wall's earpen run a horse It's dangerous 1 shall
try On the next he was sumn 4 | have to speak to your brother,”
early after breankfast to ride \H"' tra “Don't. I've never ridden astride,
Herricks but I'll do It, slnce you are so very
Under the sthwulation of this girl's | gearful about it."
Inspiring presence Jim gave an exhibl That experience left Jim shaky,
tlon of swift and accurate shooting probably a good deal shakier than It
that surpassec any he had ever ac- | had left Miss Herrick, But it was not
complished, | fear for her. Jim reveled lu the tor-
‘Marvelons!" she excluimed. turing sensatiom engendered hy con-
"Helen, he's a bally good shot,” de tact with this beautiful girl He
t elared Herrick | shook like a leaf at the ggering
That n t Hank Hays evinced slight | pealization that when she lav n the
but unmistukable symptowms of jea uy ground with hs \rE  S1
eccasionad, perhaps, by Jim's report | hoar ha gold aguinst the sal he
of killing thirteen out of fifteer ind- | longed to snateh her t hrea A
Ing Jack rabhis Happy .‘.1 K, wide- | pntural Iwpulse, under the elrcuw-
eyed and loud-volced, acclalmed Jim's stances, but for him—idiot
feat a8 one In a thousand, Miss Herrick took to the Western
“Alr you thet good frontin' A man snddle ke a dook to water She
who you know Is swift?" drawled the | eonuld ride.  Moreover, that spirit of
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1 even hard ground she would have been

1_ right.
| she hurtled over

rebber chief,
Jim stared. “Hank, I'm not so good
then,"” he replied, slowly,
“Wal, somebody'll try you
added Hays,
“T daresay,” he rejoined,
pought his seclusion He
let that linger In his mind,

which she had hinte
took her, More than once she ran off
alone, riding ke the wind; and upon
one of these occasions It took the cow-
hoys till dark to find her., That with
llunk Hays and Heeseman there to see
her gallop away unescorted! Herrick
did not seem to mind

1 cert ninly over-

out one

coolly, and
refused to
Something

else haunted him. His slumber was | Ag far as Jim Wall was econcernaed,
troubled, | however, these rides with her cen-
———r tered him upon the love which had

CHAPTER VI come to consume him; and the several

- she took alone were more torturing

Next day Herrick dld not accom- | because they aroused fear of Hank
pany his sister on the 1];“'[.\' rlide, a cir ll}l_\'q. It could not be ascertained

whether or not Hays followed her, but
when the day came that Jim discov
ered Hays had been riding the trails
frequented by Miss Herrlek, 1t seemed
time to act,

This placed Jim In a worse quan-
dary. To act, for &« man of his traln-
Ing at such a time and place, was to
do only one thing. But how could he

anvthing, gnve
Jim bhad con
He could not
horsemanship, be

cumstance which, 1If

freer reln to her spirit,
cern for her sufety
Judge well of her

cause of the slde-saddle she roie
Bluntly he disapproved of the atroclous
thing and sald it than the
“pancake” her brother rode, But she
rodo atter the hounds just the same,

WHS Worse

and held her own until she was | Kill his leader upon mere suspicion of
thrown. finister intent to kidnap the girl? It
If she had fallen upon rocks or | Was a predicament for a man who had

always played falr, alike to honest

! friend and erooked ally,

Jim preed under his dark sheltering
trees, In the dead of night, when he
should have been sleeping. Days had
pussed without his once secking to

serlously not killed out-
when the horse stumbled
head and hit In |
Jim was off almost the in- !

nnd he yelled for the !

injured, If
But

his
the sand.
stant she struck,

I cowhaoy:. avold disaster; and he had not sought
“Water, Barnes,” he called, as the | because he knew it was of no use, To
cowhoy dashed up, wish to be with his blond girl seemed
“There ain’'t none close,” replied ' frresistible. More than once he had
Jarnes. | enught himself in the spell of a daring
{ lm all—right,” spoke up Miss Her- | Impulse—to tell Miss Herrlck that he
' . wenkly “I ecame—a eropper— | loved her. The idea was sheer mad-
! l!nt I ness.  Yet the thonght persisted, and
| She sat, evidently not hurt, though | when he tried to shake it the result
| she clung to Jim's arm With his | wus It grew strooger In a haunting
scarf he wiped the sand from her face, | maddening way.
aware that his hand was not steady. At breskfast next morning Hays

I]n a golden mass on her shoulder,

Her halr had come partly loose to fall | raved about the fact that Smoky had

not heen there for over two weeks,
“Thiogs alr comin' to a head,” he
concluded, gloomily,
“Reckon they ought to have made
two drives Ly now,” rejoined Happy

Bhe rearrnnged It and put on her hat,
deftly despite glovs Y ra

+ wnld
m under hers

“Help me up
Jim placed a

and lifted her to her feet. Then some- | Jack, I rid down the valley yestlddy
thing cold and tight within let go, and | elght or ten miles. Oattle thinned out,
| his reaction was to take refuge In an- | hoss. Any cowboy with eyes In the

| ger

“Miss Herrick, I told you that

biuck of his head would be on to us by

saddle was no good, It's a wonder you | pow.”

were not killed “Shore, Haven't T kept them work-
“Oh, don't exaggerate I've come | |y up here. But I've no control over

many croppers cross-country riding at | this hossback ridin' after hounds.

| home." P’retty soon Herrlek will be chasin’

| pealed Jhm to the cow

“Barnes, back me up In this," ap- | down Limestone wauy., Then the fire'll

he ont.™

| “Miss, he's tellin® you true,” sald “Hank, he wouldn't know the differs
Barnes, earnestly You was ridio' | ence," Interposed Jim,

fast. If this hyar had been stony “Aw, 1 don't care,” replled Hays,
ground, llke it Is lots of places, you'd harshly, and that finality Intimated

! never knowed what t yvou."

much
hard,” | ui."'

2% “Walt till Smoky's outfit shows
jeve (i sty

“I bel
she adwmwitted roe

ke pretty

Every morning when Jim rode down
to the corrals he fell back under the
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Siutic Sutiding . Fostin > Motor Equlpment,

Studio Building, Portland, Oregon

Btaff & Facllities for

Serving Portland and

p -7 its Suburbs
R __ . . - -5 ')
Gregory Krasnoff i
l'eacher of Popular & Classical ’ 2 ———
VOICE AND PIANO | Flnwers
Also organizes classes in Russian ||

Flowers for all Oconsions

Well known music director and
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