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1 Christmas Trees 1 
Good for Something

By Martha Baniiig H om o

/ t i l t  MINCY, Ilk« old Scroog*. said 
j T I  U# did not belle vs In Chrlatmaa. 
l ie  said It was all bunk, which Is ths 
modsrn term for humbug (Scrooge's 
pwn word for It). Mr. M ine/ was six- 
ty-three /e a rs  old and had never ex­
pended a cent of mone/ or a drop of 
kindliness where It wouldn't bring In 
•  fine return. That wns business. And 
business was all that Mr. M ine/ cared 
for.

Once, however, business took Mr. 
Mlncy to a far outpost In the Cana­
dian woods. He found himself on the 
24th of December trying to get trans­
portation back to a tiny village from 
where be could take a train. The only 
person who could take him was a man 
who said he was on his way to get a 
Christmas tree for the kids.

“Christmas tree I” snorted Mr. 
Mlncy. “Never heard of such foolish­
ness !" But he finally had to go. 
Much time was squandered on select­
ing and cutting down the tree. Mr. 
Mlncy raged. Finally they were ready 
to start on. The road was extremely 
rough, the hills steep, the car old and 
dilapidated.

They came to the steepest hill of 
all. One side a sheer rise of cliff; on 
the other a drop to a deep gully. 
"Brakes won’t hold on this," declared 
the driver, “lfardly dare to go down.” 

Mr. Mine/ was almost violent In bis 
remarks.

At last a means was devised of hold­
ing the car back on the steep grade. 
The Christmas tree was lashed to the 
rear, lengthwise. It dragged on the 
ground and Its weight and branches 
served to keep the car from crashing 
down the bill at a dangerous speed.

“You see," said one of the men In a 
slow drawl, “Christmas trees are some 
good after a ll!”

Mr. Mlncy wus obliged to admit they 
were . . .  but It was like pulling 
teeth to drag the acknowledgment 
from him.

ft. 1MI. Weilorn Ncwnpapar Union.

T he  N obel P r ize s
The Nobel prizes acre  instituted by 

Alfred Bernhard Nobel ( 18.E» ISIS)) the 
Swedish inventor of dynamite, blast 
ing, gelatine and smokeless powder 
tils  fortune amounted to about 
000. With It be c tubllshcd a foundu 
tlon from which, since llsil. have been 
awarded International prizes for the 
most Important discoveries In physics, 
chemistry, physiology or medicine, for 
the most remnrkable hook.of an Ideal 
Istlc tendency and for the grentesl 
service to peace during the year. The 
Judges are the Swedish Academy of 
Science, the Stockholm Faculty of 
Medicine, the Swedish Academy of Lit­
eratu re  and a committee of the Norwe 
glan storthing or parliament. The 
prize amounts to a little more than 
$40,000. All the prizes are not ueces 
sarlly awarded each year, but only 
when a work of sufficient Importance 
le accomplished.

S a in t ’s B ody F o u n d  in W all
Why nuns of the convent of San 

Sal vat re. In Calttaglrone. Sicily, held 
a mysterious festival every August for 
130 years has been revealed hy work­
men. Each year the church was II 
lumlnnted and people all over the 
countryside heurd merry bells, but the 
nuns never divulged the reason for 
their rejoicing. A chance blow of the 
workers’ pickaxes opened a space In 
the wall In which was the body of the 
(toman virgin Gaudensla who was tor 
tured and martyred during the perse 
cutlon of the Christians 1,400 years 
ago. A short time before the French 
revolution the body of Saint Gauden- 
zla was taken from Italy to the 
church. Fearing revolutionists would 
deseernte the body It was hidden In 
the walls and the hiding (dace kept 
secret. It was In a perfect sta te  of 
preservation when found.—Montreal 
Herald.

Buy Christmas Seals

Go shopping In an easy chair! ! 
Read the news, big news found thore
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For a fitting climax 

to a
Merry Christmas
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P e a c o c k ’s Gorgeous T ail
The gorgeous tall of a peacock, like 

the wings of most butterflies, has no 
color made Into dyes. The brilliant 
color scheme, explains a writer, Is 
merely the concentrated effect of myr­
iads of miniature rainbows. The sur­
faces of a peacock's feathers and a 
butterfly's w in g s-a re  covered with 
millions of tiny prisms. The rays of 
white light from the sun [Missing 
through them are broken up Into the 
■even colors of the spectrum, and It 
Is the blending of these before they 
excite the nerves which control sight 
that produces the mental picture of a 
peacock or a butterfly. Just us no two 
people see precisely the same color 
scheme In one rainbow, so the color 
pattern of a peacock or a butterfly Is 
different to every person who sees 
them.

T h e  B a t t l e  o f  N a v a r in o
Greek Independence and the deca­

dence of the Turkish empire can a! 
most be dated from the battle of Nav­
arino In 1827. Here a combined fleet 
of British, French, and Russian w ar 
ship* defeated the Egyptian and Turk 
Ish navies. Prior to this time Admiral 
Codrlngton of Great Britain assisted 
by Rear Admirals l*e Rlgny and Held 
en of France and Russia had attem pt 
ed to enforce an armistice between 
Greece and Turkey, hut failed 
through the refusal of the 'lhirks to 
agree. Then a small boat of H. M. 8. 
Dartmouth was tired on by the Turks 
Action at once became general and 
three-fourths of the enemy vessels were 
sunk or disabled hy Codrlngton’s ships.

I

Pearl Fishers Have No
Fear o f Hungry Sharks

Fifty thousand naked men dlvlug 
j for pearls lu shurk-lufested waters 

form the nucleus of an Industry upon 
which deftemls the existence of about 
two million people, observes Tit-Bits 

1 Magazine.
Unfortunately most of these men,

! encumbered by old debts to the dbow- 
owuers, make a mere pittance, but It 
Is a lucrative trnde for many, and for 
the ruling sheiks on the Persian const 
an Important source of Income. Each 
sheikdom sends Its quota of ships, and 
each fleet, under an "admiral” In the 
biggest dhow, sets sail after a cere­
mony of prayer.

Nearly half a million men are en­
gaged In one way or another, and 
four times that number depend ulti­
mately on prices offered by mer­
chants In Paris, lx>ndon and New 
York. Each dhow carries from ”4 to 
3fi divers, who go over the side naked, 
with a basket slung about their necks. 
When their breath Is exhausted they 
are pulled up by rope-men. Normally 
the sharks do not molest them.

The scene of this picturesque spec­
tacle Is the Bahrein pearl banks of 
the Bahrein Islands, a British protec­
torate In the Persian gulf. The gulf 
pearl markets are little coffee-shopa 
or rooms In thick-walled Arab houses, 
and though transactions run to thou­
sands of pounds the merchants look 
poor, carrying their pearls In pieces of 
rag which they produce from the folds 
of their voluminous garments.
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Dine Here Today
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LUNCH DINNER

25c 35c
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serte. and ohol«. of Beverages. choice of Dessert*, choice of Bev-
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300 S. E. Hawthorne Blvd. : 

Portland, Oregon

EAst 0029

PORTLAND BOLT & MFG. CO.
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FRANKLIN T. GRIFFITH

PORTLAND ELECTRIC POWER CO. 

Portland, Oregon
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JAMES A. C. TAIT & CO.

BUILDERS MATERIAL 

316 S. E. Madison : EAst 2108

Portland, Oregon

n a t io n a l  TANK & PIPE CO.

Wood lank and Pipe Specialists 
Oiiice-hactory Kenton Station 

Portland, Oregon


