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Mary answered It with one,

“Do you think It lkely?" she asked

Panl bowed his head. *“No,” he
said, “1 don't think It's likely. Of
course | know it's Impossible, [t was
fnsane of me to think for ope minute
that you could marry now, after
what | did to you, when you cared
Hke that, 1 ask your forgivenesa froim
the bottom of my heart, but I know 1
don't deserve it and | don't expect to
get it. Good-by.”

Later In the spring, just before she
went back to Hamstead, Mary re
celved a Ump, square letter, on coarse
tan-colored paper with a red triangle
in the corner.

“Dear Mary," It sald—

“1 won't bother you by writlng you
again, but 1 ean’t start across without
doing It this once

“1 do you 1 know
belleve me and if you declide
Mr. Hamlin I'n try to
Eud becnuse leserves you

much as deserve

me

you don't
o marry

e

love

alter all
1 know he
can

—ns any man
you—and 1 don’t, but I'll make you
believe me, anyway when [ get home.
It would he silly of me to sav I'll be
more worthy of you then, for ol eourse
I'll never be worthy of you. But I'll
muake you belleve me, anyway, And
if 1 don't ever get home, please Lry
hard to belleve me without any more
telling than Just this For 1 do I
do, with all my henrt and soul. Per-
haps | dlidn’t before, but | do now.

“Ued bless you,

“Yours always,
“Paul.”
CHAPTER XII

It was snowing hard, but Mrs
Elliott bundling herself up well
clozed the door of ber spotiess kitchen
behind her and set out to go and “pass
the afterncon” with her friend, Mrs,
Giray A long us the war had been
a fardistant thing—another “crazy
quarrel among them throat-cuttin' for-
elgners”—it had stirred feehle Interest

and still feebler sympathy In most of
the hearts In the Connecticut valley
and as It dawned gradually upon Ham-
stend’s reluctant mind that the United

Btutes "was llkely to be drawn Into
the horrld thing” It comforted [tself
with many gond reasons why Its own
sons should not go farmers were, of
conrse., needed In the flelds as much
as soldiers In the trenches—men with
familles had thelr awn responsibllities
to think of first-—an amazing number
of cuses of flat feet and weak eves
and !mpaired general health were dis
envered il gradually, almost Im
perceptibly, publlic sentiment changed
For the first time In the history of the
village, Methodists and Congregatisn
alists and persons who professed oo
falth at all. the “old famllies” who be
longed to the D. A. 1. and those from
“out back” who belonged to nothing
more exclusive than the Forelgn Mis
slonary soclety, began to work to-
gether with a common !nterest, all
petty differences forgotten

Mrs. Elllott had seen Mrs. Gray

watching her slow approach through
the deep snow from the kitchen wine
dows, and had waved a greeting.
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ain't near so high and mighty

as the rest of the family, Well, 1
must start along home. Clearin’, aln’t
It? Well, this'll make nlce sleighin
and that's one thing to be thankful
for. It's lucky we got a few comforts
left.”
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rly opposed to it that

he had given In to her wishes, tryln
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struggle and loss of sell esteem whicl
it had cost bim to do this. DBut wher
the draft came, there could be n
question of evasion or hesitation. His
little lopeome would keep her comn
fortable, and there was no  child
This, Blanche Eknew, had bheen
source of disamwpolntment and grief n
Philip while she had secretly rejoice
At “not being tied down right awny
Now the fnet that o baby might hawve
kept him ot home mmde her resentfu
that she dld not have one
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Blanchie's party dress hy cunmdle lig)
as they stood before It It hind Lrown
very cold outside, and the many pane
windows were frosting over with de
cute shapes. The ma ouking towar
them from the Hre, soddenly shivers
a little. They were so ley nnd spar
Iir re f % he T 1wt g
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She wulked across the room to hin
her golden halr falling over her shou

ders, hgr soft

white drgssipg gown

flowing from her bare neck and arms
In an unbroken llpe to the floor, De
Iiberately,
candles, one after the other, and, In
the dim fArellght, put her arms around

his npeck.

‘“It is lovely, Isn't [t?" she whis
pered,

Phillp bent over her. There was
Innllll'lhhlg s her manner that had

she blew out the flickering |

never been there before Wus she
too, feeling the mystery and power
of the night? Had these last weeks
of separation bheen teaching her, too—
teaching "ver the lessons that for a
time, i1 seeined as If he, for all his
love, had falled to make clear to her?
Was the drend which hud been slowly
growing through the spring and sum
mer that his white stur was to prove
mly a willo'the wisp, to be tiken
from him after all?

“Yes, sweetheart, beantiful,” he an
SWered I want you to Know
story that was in one of those books
vour hurned N RITTE T | i dan !
tlrendy I oueht tee have ken of
I to vou lw
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then of his talk with Mary about It
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didn’t want te hurt any person
vinlly thaut ' Mt ow oenrse In th
sense—hut to teach her descendants
If she could, whiat n terrible thing it 1s
to he selfish Mot of all, the seltish
ness that calls tsedf love e ]|
ally mothers feel that kind of love for
their sons, or chililren for their par
ents, or husbands for thelir wives—"

“You mens that = the Kind that
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a haven of refreshiment and delight
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to me tonight—-do you understand’
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OF NEW YORK CITY.
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ISSUED BY THE U. 5.IN PAPER,
MONEY 15 EITHER DESTROYED
BY FIRE OR. WRECK. FOR. IT /S

® NEVER RETURNED FOR
REBEMPTION.
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T A FRENCH ACTRESS IN THE /8TH
CENTURY WHO WOULD DUEL
A7 THE SLIGHTEST CAUSE,
CHALLENGED AND X/LLED
THREE MEN IN ONE EVEN/NG—

HaLr THE PEOPLE IN PRISONS IN

ENGLAND TODAY ARE NOT™ REAL
CRIMINALS BUT ONLY POOR MEN
AND WOMEN WHO NAVE COMMITED

MINOR OFFENCES ANO UNABLE 0

PAY THEIR FINES.
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