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o e ;‘Why we bring =
FOUR MILLION DOLLARS

to Oregon every year”

...by JOHN W. PARKER
Vice President and General Manager, Portland Vegetable Oil Mills

HORSE SENSE SERIES...NO. 2

¢“ E could just as well operate our coconut oil mill in

any other coast city. Our raw product—copra—comes

from the tropics. Our 4 million dollar annual sales are

made to soap manufacturers and others all over this coun-
try, Canada, and Mexico.

““But we built our plant in Portland for two main rea-
sons. Those same reasons made it possible to merge the
plant profitably last year with Durkee Famous Foods Com-
pany. We built in Portland and we stay in Portland because
this city is a natural gateway to the Orient, source of our
raw copra.

““And the other reason is that Oregon power rates are
low and they will be still lower as time goes on. A year
and a half ago our rates were voluntarily reduced, saving

us more than $9,000 on our mill’s annual power bill. Qur
power cost per ton of copra we crush, is the lowest of
the United States and Philippine Is. mills. Though our
mill is entirely electric powered, the cost is but 8%
of our total expense and but 2% of our annual busi-
ness. We're glad to contribute a big industry to
Oregon. We want to see Oregon and Portland grow.
It will—if Oregon keeps the doors of opportunity open.

““Because Portland has a better geographical location
than many other Northwest cities, it has grown more rap-
idly. We are fortunate in having cheap power, with rates
and profits controlled by the State. And we are fortunate
in Oregon, that an industry so large and important to all
of us as the privately owned power companies, can do busi-
ness with a reasonable assurance of profit. The privately
owned power companies share our tax burden and develop

the country so that they may grow as every Oregon busi-
ness deserves to grow.

“We would resent any move by the government to ‘take
over’ our factory or build competing plants alongside of
us. The power companies have an equal reason for resent-
ing such a move. If our states or cities could do a bet-
ter job than the private companies are doing I'd be
for municipal ownership. But common sense tells
every one of us that politics would creep in—to the
damage of Oregon’s future growth. What makes Ore-
gon great is the boundless opportunity to succeed in any
honest, well run business. Let’s keep it great!”
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| Wiy all live from the profits of private enter-
prises of some sort. Pacific Nort!l

iwest Public Service Co. (“Pepco™)

BOOST FOR OREGON AND EVERYTHING IN IT! IT’S GOOD HORSE SENSE
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