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altlon of him in the shop on Moo
day cansed a great deal of comment,
which he entirely 1gnored. He 18 n
in the best of spirits; but it X knnvm

Burton—1 bave known
o ju deotnz this thing

‘.rdl years—he
rough without flluching.

help hoping yeu'll finish your story,
Miss Grosvenor: tell ns all you know

| about the mysiery surrounding your
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Dr. A. E. Wilson |

| and vexed that

| there

she was sent home to Virginla for
telling me us much as that. My sus
pleions about the book were nothing
but susplelons; yet T was so distressed
I Just made up my

mind to go to Richmeond myself, and |

look at that beok. and see what was
so Interesting about 1t}

“So 1 went. | wanted to avold
Charles, so | deelded not to go to the
auction, but to the exhibhitlon room
early In the day. And there, first
thing, [ nearly ran straight Inte hirm)
Gracious! I wns frightened! bt
wins a large showcease not “a-
from where he was standing beslde
the counter, sno | walted behind thnt
untll he should leave., [ saw bhim
looking at a book very carefully; 1
ecouldn't. of ecourse, see what bk
It was, but I watehed him closely,
and &£
the bookplate off with hig finger nall!
And then [ heard him order the
clerk to take a bld from hlm, for
Clarthew's *‘Notes," up to five hundred
dollars, for he sald he couldn't at-
tend the auction™

“That wos curlous, after he wont
down especlally to accommodate voup
grundfather,” remurked Mr. Almy,

“Not at all, If you knew bim.,” anld
Julla, coolly, “He bas many friends ip
Richmond, really a large soclul elrele,
He didn't want to go down solely on
account of that book, | assure you,

I saw bim trying to pry |

grandfather's death: elear yourself of
suspiclon, for susplelon does hang
over you. Oh, don't muke a poor re-
turn for the wunswerving eonfidence
gshown in you by this week of sllence
and suffering!"

Julla's face was
breath eame In gusps. At first she
could not speak:; when she finally
ralsed her eyes from the floor, they
were again full of tears.

“Oh,” she whispered huskily, “but
you don’'t know how poor my best re-
turn would be—"

She was Ilnlerrupted. A latch key

blanched, ber

Charles Maclver Stood Before Us.

sounded In the front dcor. Charles
Maclvor stood befure us.
But before he could speak, Mr

Almy had stepped back Into the room

ot bookplate's nol

So I can’t all our elreumsta

So Mr. Muclvor, on taking me in, had |

no opportunlty to cemment on
presence In “his"™ house of one he
had ordered out of It the previous
evening, though from his expressiur
he was not pleased. Julla grew ver;
uneasy, but Mr., Almy, placid and

| self-possessed, Inquired politely whaut

J

And five bundred dollars! Judging
fromm what lttle | know about some
of the prices my grandfather pald |

for simllar books, It wasn't worth one
hundred! He might well have been
sure he would get 1. Then he went
out, and I went and asked for the

| book, to examine It. And when [ go* It,

I almost falnted. Tt dldn't have a real
bookplate In It at all "™

“Neo,” sald I, “It had a drawing that
would decelve ulmost anybady but an
artist,”

“It was a wonderfully skiliful plece
of work,” sald Julla. It seemed very
strange to me that anyone wonld
mnke a drawn bookplate, unless for
some speclal book, Im event, perhups,
of aceldent to the metal plate from
which the regular bookplates were
engraved, I wondered what there
wus about that very queer bookplate
that made my two relatives so anxious
to conceal It from me 1 wus dis
tracted; 1 hado't an ldea what o do,
until I heard a volce asking for that
book. It was Mr. Burton's; 1 recog-
nized It at the auction. It gave :ne
my ldea.

“Charles wasn't golng to the sale;
some one else was lnterested In the
book. 1 them and there resoived to
R0 to the auction In the faint hope
that some one might outbld Charles.
In that event, 1 resclved to find out
who It was, and keep track of the
book until T ecould efther learn the

truth about it or perhaps eveu buy
it. It Churles succeeded In getting
the book, 1 felt sure I'd have little
chance of ever seelng It aguin, |
| can't tell you how his attitude and
my grandfather's terrifled me! The
rest of the story you know, for Mr
Burton got the book™

"A very clear, lnteresting aeccount

of your experiences, Miss Grosvenor "

Instead of using animals to test “,' sald Mr. Almy “I'm much obliged to
{ l'j”-'l':N‘lTi.-l materiala iny od the pr as is | You, and 1 sha'n’t tromble you further
done in vitamin researeh, Dr. Williams  ‘today If 1 can help It. May 1 just
!t,‘.\ eler will teat the offect of the materinls on | US@ your telephone a moment, if you
' the growth of vesst. Bog + with o Please?”
yeast extraet, ho will attempt to get The door closed on him. My real
MWWM‘ out of that the particular hing which chance to spesk to Julla Grosvenor
| stimuintes the great growth of yveast. ‘had come at Inst.
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CANNING TOMATOES du . Jrg \ widely “What has happened?™ she Cnemey
usc | "Mr. Darrow was furfous over the
2c pound Rochm has | AT ling sta- price, to ."v;"n with., Peter Bartos
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was wanted.
“l1 came to see my ccusin on ner
sonal matters,” sald Muaclvor, coldly
“By which,” Mr. Almy responded
“you mean that bookplate you want
out of Clarthew's ‘Notes.' There It 1z

| look at 0"

Taken aback as. Maclvor was b,
this unexpected answer, he could uot
restrain  his eagerness to see th.
heokplate. He snatched 1t breathless
ly from the other man's hand, and
ke Julla, turned It over, only to s
the blank back. TIn stupefaction. te
stared at It fully half a mioute, th.r

turned on his cousin, white with rmge
and badiy frightened, but attempiing
to conceal his fright under hluster,

“Thought you'd get ahead of me
agnin, Jdid you?”

“1 don't knew what
Charles,” sald Julla,

“Likely steey! Got the bookpinte
through your new Mizs
Fuller, did you?
arouse all he:
her your whole story,”

“Mlisa Fuller brought me the book
plate because she knew [ had an in
terest in 1t," ecrled Julla, aroussy

You maan,

coutldunte,

th- |

1 don't think yoa'] |
sympnthles If you tol |

His suspicious blazed up “.
uYou've been lying me : That
all there! The idea of
don't know what I'm

prewndll?;-: you

about !”
ey

Julla, peflectively, “taking
= nees into eonsidera-
tion, part of the beokplate s not
there, according to your judgment,
and if there s something secret about
# which I must pot know because
it would be to my advuntage and
agalnst yours, I guess that you were
expecting to find down at Richmond
some document which would glve me
a right to part of the estate K

8o this 1s why you've been In
cahocts with all thot gang at Da+
row's—Burton, and lhis sister, and this
woman. Anybodj elee? he stormed.

“ haven't an ldea what you wmeanl”
erled Julia.

“You've been working agnlnst me
after the speclal kindness I showed

yeu!" The emphasls in his words
was deadly.
Julla gave a start, and looked

grightened, but did not reply. Mr
Almy, however, broke promptly in:

“igpecial kindness.! Since It suits
your taste to refer to such a thing.

g !
‘ : ‘:!-h
i
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“That D—d Sneak, Case!” He Shouted.

Maclvor, you'll not
you mean that trip you made to Dar-

mind saying i |

L ¥

But I huq Uttle

Hine g

thin  ldentify o ’

| -y & Inst .

| M“U' grasped the box ‘.?TT?'".-‘L!.
and tentetively presens b

' Uie 4

slid reud]ly along the :
the top, ang rua--!,:!_,'..““‘“ L

stopped there, cnurh; .._..',,,m
springing beek of gy, Db
lever In the eman 3|.,tw

But as he had presses .;Ju(
| bad held the bottoy op o TR
| ward me, and from g . 'l 0
| 8€en a small shor, .,;_J.“' |
of them In one 1omens PRI
| & semiclrcle gnd o e IT
| Into the box as the ml__-‘J .
|  And now Mr. Alme p.;grh 1
| shaft and pressed the 14 I' The
| as he dld so, the netiop j & ing
ment was reversed . I“ .;I’rln —J
swiftnese, the floshin, '-'ﬂ;, "h
is’pmllg out agnin from that L
place inside the box 4. g
semicirele I the opposie 4 "

to_ thelr first course, gug o
' with a loud ellck thas ’
sllence in that strapes , uw
room | -y

Where, oh where |

elick before? Last _. ]' Ii-.h .
room? Conld It have '....,'lh,,.., ::
| anlsm of the shaft ganq

which I confused wigh i 1‘,;11:'. g:
|a trigger! I ecought Chype,

Ivor's eye: he was glar g 8
umphantly ; he real s 't. "
I -I'r\l
| stinctlvely T glunced nr Jyy,
| wag looking at me lmiploripgte
beg me not to 1
| though that lustrumen must
been in her hand before she :
| from the shadows, sny
celve the ntruder

know was her cousin. Yo | e
noticed either of tLem '
click was beating on my
source, that small brass oy

in Darrow's; 1 had heard iy
before, not once, hut ofiey
heard it at 10:40 that futefyl u

previous, when the shippinzoges
pieant rang in, and again teg pa
later; at T:20 Thursday evesip:

nlso at 10:15—that eli whiech 1

knew was not the tlme ol ,..
though it had sounded Al
stunned minute these faets 4
across my mind, Then My &
spoke. He wns working the fint el B L
on the top of the box up and 4l ak
and at Intervals snopping the irig 19;
He tapped the screw: lar
“This 1s a depth-gauge. 1t rey 51
the depth whieh these knive un
| They ean make a deep Ineldo
| slight seratch, as desired  Sis
| 'em, eh? And all grouped togs s01
| This 1s a beautiful lttle Instryzs VA
| Julia shivered.
| “*Paris, elghtven-twenty-five'™ o I\..
| , .

Mr. Almy, slowly, decipheri

row's Thursday night?" | tln;lr letters “l““f one edge of fie A\
Charles Maclvor sprang frem his |“'h"'h he turne ch
chalr. | instrument Is evidently used for s i
“That d—d sneak Case!™ he If}'[lli{. Maclvor: b . tn L
shouted, “So he's a friend of yours of bloodletting. Your greatg
too, is he, Julia?” father's was it?” e
| *He certainly is—a good onel” | Yesl It's a springloncet” Vi
erled Julla, outraged. “Yom shant | — Now, how did It e o Dumigy 4
speak =0 of him! He was here today | 850 that you shonll ':_ ve 0§ FO
to offer me the ald refused me nhy ' after 1L?* wondered ) Ay, p
the men of my own family—and he n | RO attention to the deftant fobe ®
stranger! He seid he knew yon. %o  Puller, what were you doing wit ‘—
seen you off and on all your life; he spring-lancet in youor de ' r0
warned me against you! And he A4 “It never was in my Jes 1
right ! tested. U o “‘;
“He warned you agoinst me, did “But you \‘| r\_. r &
he? And he told the police T broke at your desk Thursday night %
into Darrow's laté at night to steal, 1| 5ays he went to Darrow’s 1o 7
suppose,'by way of helplug you?” | spring-lancet.” ] =
“No” interposed Mr. Almy, sunva- | “It pever was In the desk”l
[ 1y, “Mr, Case did not mentlon the | DPeated firmly; “but it was un
circumstance.,” | desk, When T sut down there! 2
Maclvor turned violently on hisg| early that evening, | pu i o |
| cousin. | far in, to settle down. [t was ¥ |
“Then you did! You're the one per- | time o three days I had heet 8 .
do so without fear of [nterren ﬁ

“l have as much right to It as you |
have !

Charles opened his eves,

®iAs nmuch!"™ he echoed: **as
much!"™ He looked at her hard,

“How maeh s thut ¥

studying her.

{ to the rear of the

She looked back at him Innocent
ly.

*1 know you and grandfather hott
wanted that houk, Clarihew's
‘Notes,"” she sald quletly, “aund 1
know I wasn't allowed to go and yet
I, se 1 suspect thar there mny he
something about It you don't want |
me to know."

“What

Her natural sincerity gave her
AWAY.

“1 don't know,” she admitted

“You don't know ™ repeated Charles,

triumphantly, “You just fmplled It
was the bookplate, Be earcful, Julls -
you're stumbling. What was« it about
the bockplate that Interested you

1 felt he was tes g her to see

how much she knew. [ glanced at Mr
Almy, lmploring hm «lently ta stan
the questioning, but he g W
me., Julla looked at her cousin. af
fronted.

“Perhaps 1 was the same thing that
Interested you, when wyou tried to
pry It off the cover In the ox tion
room at Richmond '™ s flung st him

He almost sprang out of his s
“You were (here, were you? q
*Spylng on me?

“l bave as much right In any ex
hibitlom reoca as ny one! ol
Julla. *Don't dare = k o
way! Why were you s .
the bookplute yonrself?”

“Tou'll never know thut!™ specred
her cousin, “And = t of goud
bookplate has done 2, has It
Keep It!™ He gave - .
praiglug glance ang .
tabla

1 will keep 1" ret | \
eaimly : “or, rather, “Vies " .
She has charge of it A . aud

od It W me

g8on who knew I was golng, and you

knew well why! For your own safety, |

you try to hetray me., do you?

“Charles,” Julia denied, “1 did not
say one word ubout ftI*

“Do you expect me to believe that?
Who did, then?

"1 dld," sald 1, boldly, *I saw you
at my desk, from where 1 was stand

Ing In the wnorth gallery!”

“Then It's a consplracy agninst me, |

in belalf of you, Is {t?" shouted the
Infuriated Mauclvor te  his
“Very well, then It's time for me to
why 1 went to Darrow's
Here's the reason!™

I!-;.I css of
o}

tched out to

explaln
her ery, of her hand
stop him, he dashed
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s om my yellow |

since Monday 1 had merely 8

a few minutes there as | was sbé Me
stantly ristng to look up refe ol eacl
| find material. Well, as [ pii i
chalr In that time, T distinctiy =l
| this very click. M foot e
| touehed the hammer "; ‘ . =
| It must have been e v 8
| set!" ;
| Julla began to tremble ' N
| Her cousin sald with triumph
“There! You've gived ¥ |
| away. I ean’t protect you a0 b
| T saw you In Darrow's Moni®
| ing, Julta, In the history slee®
| saw grandfather in the e k- ‘
| In front of you. I was i & "~
{ left-hand nisle under h€ . ' -I
didn't want to see what T5 gy
pen if you two met .
So I helped you, a8 i
out.” : o -
“What time were yoU -
manded Julla o )
“Ten o'clock. | ’ W
utes of entering the & ~ .
| etralght to my Spanis : -
ing there until :' e ¥ .
doubt you know g I
apon consclons At > »e
eleven. And didn 2’ b
Thursday, to ask ol ard
“Yes; and 1t '
showed me § .‘;~ ""i
sragned the fact tl & e
father both wante ] e On
rend him al he ¥ . _I I'|
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