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I should be glad if you'd

Mr. Almy nodded and passed om. |
Then I took my bag, and from it I
took Clarihew's “Notes,” and from
that I took the key. The bookplate
and the key I then returped to the
bag. I next rose and at random
was growing less
calm—a file of prints from one of the |
shelves near my desk, and ran
through it searching for some medi
ocre bookplate of small value. A
laurel wreath encireling a helmet
with a Navarre-llke plume boiling off |
one side and the Inspiring motto
INVICTUS, rather pleased my mood,
I swept the pastebrush across it, and
glammed It down on the first Inside
cover of the law bhook, entirely cover-
ing the marks of the original book
plate and the hiding place of the key.

Such, Indeed, had just been my
orders from Mr., Roberts. And thelr
purpose? None other than to prepare
the book for the hands of Miss Wil-
kes! For she would shortly appear |
to demand it. Mr. Darrow had been
reached by her plea, and had viewed
the offer of her cousin Magistrate
Juddes with favor. And | was to be
the agent to dellver the prize to her.
Mr. Roberts had even chuckled about
it. Well, here she came. I could hear
Icleles swaying In the gale, |

“Oh, Miss Wilkes,” 1 eried before
she was half-way up the alsle, “isn't
it perfectly glorious! Yon know what
I mean,” [ waved the book coyly
“Sh-h-h!" 1 tucked It into her hand

The ficicles were slightly less audi- |
ble, Miss Willkes' maljestle counte-
nance proclalmed that while she had |
much to forgive, she could afford to |
be magnanimous, If It was not, In- |
deed, her duty. |

“Now, you'd be the last person on
earth to find fault with anyone for
beilng overconsclentious,” [ suggested
blandly.

“Especlally,” responded
kes, Interpreting this
was Intended to, “one of my own
‘graduates,” as I call them. Well,
by-by! Be good to yourself!”

“The same to you!l" sald I, feeling

Miss Wil
remark as she

certaln my wish would be fulfilled.
and plcking up my bug, I went to
| Joln Mr. Almy and Mr. Roberts at
the rear.

“May we have the key and the
bookplate, plense, Miss Fuller,” re
quested Mr, Almy, without prelim
inarles.

“Oh, do you know all about them!”
1l exclaimed, producing them.

“He knows what you told me yes
terday,” sald Mr. Roberts, “And how
did the lost book to light
again 7"

1 smiled. and both men, who were
extremely serlous, looked surprised.

“Perhaps,” | begun, “Mr. Almy has
told you he met me In Miss Gros

come

veénor's apartment last night? 1 had
gone to stay with Miss Burton. The
saving feature of the occaslon, In a
double sense, was Miss Burton her
| self. She stole rhat book!™

“Miss DBurton stole that book!™

ejaculated both Mr, Roberts and Mr.
Almy, equally dumfounded.

I nodded.

“She took It at aocon yesterday
when my back was turned, to keep,
o4 she thought, Miss Wilkes from
getting It Her brother had also
warned ber that ‘Brandon Tower' had
*ome to the shop, and she thought he
wa*ted the book., You have heurd of
him, Mr Almy?* He nodded without
wking ap from the bookplate “And
fo you know he and Charles Maclvor
ire the sam e perssm?

That time 1 certuinly got el
Mr. Roberts b nded out of his chalr
ind repeated my “Wh-h-HATI" of g
few minutes previous, - hile Mr. Almy
lald down the bookplate and looked
at me wi I £ & muscle. T
he sald:

“Well, | thought so. but | was
certain I A1 I er. How
1id you know?

“Because Nancy Burton 14 Je
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Mr. Tower 1 search of ’ ook
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without = 03] 1 sl v
st L ent Just ow. Maclvor se ne

ght for Bla W r \fr i |
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bas been ¥ A re h =
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R ball | tried o baye DS ides ‘

{ this thing on top like a

tity him as the |gw-student customer,

; s fellow lurton af-
and also as the f

tacked here oD Monday, but befl
couldn't do It The passage of sev-

eral days made him too

manded.

“You?®"
“] ean do It! After 1 had lonked af

nim a few minotes last aplght In
Normandy terruce, | recognized bl
pot only as that customer. hut

uncertaln.”
“Why didn’t you ask me to?” I de-

nlso

as the man who came in here on |

Thursday nlght, whom 1 saw at my
desk at a quarter-pas! fen,

was standing op on the south gallery

in the dark.”

Mr. Almy pondered 8 minute in
sllence. Then he sald:

wwell, as long as Maclvor was seen
and {dentified here Thursiday night

he'll have to come ACross with the

rest of the story sooner or later. Al
you've told us Is very gnexpected und
opseful.”

“] always felt

i Jdrl " ohaerve
rather an Intelligent girl, oheerved

Mr. Roberts, with his nutive tact
“Qoe here,” broke in Mr. Almy. on

this revised version, resuming his
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venture a guess after looking at his
very small picture, T sheuld say there
might he hiades concealed Ingide It
one for each cube and what's
handle, any
nder?”

Is it
trigger?” I

a trigger, 1 wi
d. “Deas

how?

“A me !

echoe

“A Echoed. *“Dear Me,

Trigger? |
That Sounds Like a CGun.”

that sounda like a gun. Now, | heard

a gun last night
“Where?"
“In the Grosvenor apartment”
Mr. Almy pricked up his enrs.
“Tell me about it he ordered
“You didn't mention It before. Why
not?
“It passed out of my mind; yvou'll

see why, I hen

rd It just after Charles
.‘I.’!I l\l-r er

itered the room through
the window 1 heard this loud click,
and not knowing who he was, of
course, 1 _.‘|:.! ped to the conelusion
that he was a househreaker, and
armed., Miss Burton also recognized
the sound. In the excitement of all

that had happened since, 1 forgot

about the nolse.”

Mr. Almy had been listening care-
fully. Now he sald:

“I wanted to see yvon not only anbout
the matter of the returned law book
Miss Fuller; 1 am going to request

youa to a pany me this afternoon
to Miss G or's. Especially In the
light of these new facts yon have re
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