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W H A T  I K N O W  A B O U T A N E W S P A P E R
By Thos. II. Pickerill

What I don’t know ahout a newspaper would make 
a longer story, but what I do know ahout one is worth 
reading.

It took me the first three weeks to find out I didn’t 
know anything about running a newspaper. During that 
time I learned many things. It was the Garden (Trove 
(Cal.) News, and it taught me the lesson of charitv— 
plain old-fashioned charity— better than any other in­
stitution of which 1 know. Charity toward the poor 
devils who have to get out newspapers on time and 
please everybody.

Often I have wondered how the good Lord ever 
made men and women strong enough to withstand the 
petty things that annoy the publisher of a newspaper. 
What 1 say here I think applies also to the New
York World, The Chicago Tribune, The Los Angeles
Times, as well as this paper. The only difference he 
tween a daily and a weekly is that the former has po 
tentially 365, and in Leap Year 366, grief spells, while 
the latter gets by with 52.

Above all, newspaper people are human— humanlv 
human. They must be, or they arn’t newspaper people. 
The general public keeps them human, even if their in­
clinations trv to take flight into idealism. I want to
repeat what I said one time: you expect a newspeper to
rejoice with your parents when you are horn; give you 
a column and a half all ahout the wedding gown and the 
»range blossoms, and the natty check traveling suit, and 
the minister, and the wedding cake when you get mar­
ried; and then to pronounce serious eulogies about you 
when von pass on. That’s all right, but what ahout that 
overdue subscription to the newspaper, and the criti­
cisms you direct toward the editor when he doesn’t make 
half as had a mistake,

You expect all the free advertising you can get and 
still keep on good terms with the editor, hut just let 
the dear editor step out of the path of holy action and 
you jump on him with both feet. Mistakes! That’s one 
of those serious crimes. The kind that you can’t get 
away with by pleading insanity or ignorance. The won 
der is that printers don’t make more. Sarcastically 
speaking, every mistake, every misprint, every wrong 
initial or mis-spelled word is the result of the editor’s 
and the reporter’s conspiracy against you. They law
awake nights hatching up something to make you feel 
hurt. Seriously, neither has time to forget his own 
troubles and think of you. If you thought twice 
you would know that everv mistake an editor or
printer makes hurts them and the paper far greater than 
it hurts the “ victim.”

Now let’s get forward looking and down to facts. 
I know that a newspaper is absolutely intlispensible in 
the every day life of the people. Without the press we 
would hark back 500 years or ages and ages in civili/a 
tion or lack of it. And the home newspaper is the
greatest solace ot all. Headers like personal and social 
items. You like them because you are not going to find 
any scandal there. Readers make up many of the
scandals from facts they read. That’s prettv harsh 
against the reader, but we do not mean all readers, nor 
even anv considerable number of them. Rut locals are 
clean. Thev are neighborly. They save many a talk 
over the hack fence about Mrs. So and so spent Sunday. 
1 tell you the newspaper is a time saver and a quarrel 
saver.

Then there’s the editorial page. You mav think 
onlv the highbrows read editorials. This is far from the 
truth. Everyone likes a newspaper to have a policy, 
though it he a neutral one. Readers like comment on cur 
•ent and community questions. Even if they do not agree 
with all that is said, there is /est for mental arguments, 
thrill of thinking for themselves.

The general and national news is not within the 
sphere of the local weekly paper, but von couldn’t do 
without the liH'al paper anv better than you could do 
Kick for kick, interest for interest. joke for joke, eve for 
eve and t ooth for tooth, von irct more real pleasure out 
of the home paper than you do out o f the metropolitan 
daily. Why? Because it is closer to vour interest.

Vow for the a«U I will not »av mtoeh ahout a<tverti«nK. for it i« a 
held all hv it«clf I do know, kowrrrr, that advertising m thr home |>a|>,-r 
i* valuable for thr *amr reason that thr l.icat new* is valuuhlr Orrasionty 
one find* a man in husmrts who thinks his business will “get alone*' with 
out advertisin« Well, he mav “vet alone" fur a while, hut thr history of 
lirral business |>roves that advertising pass .md pays hie

All this, and still I hasn't told vou mur h of what I kn. '\V .it* lit ft 
newspaper I know it is the most fascinating game in thr world th.it 
comes under the head of being legitimate I know iust enough about the 
mechanical end iff a nrwtpaiwr the tvpe and headlin* setting, the nuke up

pfK*- *u*t enough. I say, to keep nivof the pages, ihr running of thr press msi 
inexperienced fingers off of ihr tviw and machinery

The moral of this tale it this W hen vou are about to criticise a 
newspaper or anv of the peotde whose duty it is to get it to sou just 
walk or ride down to the newspaper’s plant and hang around there unni 
you hase seen the whole process of getting one single issue from the pre*« 
and you’ll go home a better, ntorr charitable, more forgismg and more 
S) mpatheuc citizen

Yamhill county's expenditures In 
1928 are estimated at »551,122.46. This 

1 compares with 1558,525.10 spout lu 
1827.

The Bank of Dayton, In its state 
ineut of December 31, 1827, registered 
a total gain of 115,000 In resources 
for the year.

Clover growers of Clackamas couu 
ty attended a clover conference held 
at the Oregon City chamber Of com 
tuerce rooms last Monday.

Total sales of stamps and stamped 
paper at the Sandy postoffice Ion the 
year ended December 31, 1827, was 
$2178.22; a gain of $316 88 over the 
previous year.

Charles Walker. Beatty stockman, 
was found guilty at Klamath Kails on 
a specific charge of stealing a cow 
by a jury which deliberated a little 
more than two hours.

The Northwest Society of State 
Htghwuy Engineers will hold their an­
nual meeting at the Multnomah hotel 
in Portland, January 28. according to 
a recent announcement.

With a yard lull of lumber aud a 
scarcity of logs as the cause, the Ore­
gon Trail sawmill at North Powder 
has shut down and will probably not 
open again until spring

or a total of 8573 children examined 
in the elementary schools of Marlon 
county, only 34 per cent were found 
free from defects, while 5642 were 
found with defects of some kind.

A 66,000-volt line has been built by 
the Pacific Power & Light company 
between Pendleton and Athena at a 
cost of $15.000 a mile. Next summer 
this will be extended to Walla Wulla 

Bids for highway construction Jobs 
In three counties and a park conces­
sion in Umatilla county will he opeued 
at a meeting of the state highway com 
mission In Portland, Thursday, Janu­
ary 26.

A uew high population record was 
set at the state penitentiary In Salem 
when 651 prisoners were registered. 
All of the convicts, with the exception 
of those lu the hospital, are employed 
regularly.

Mrs. Kilu Shulx Wilson was re­
elected secretary of the state fair 
hoard. A. C .  Minsters of Husehurg 
was elected president. H It Crawford 
of Salem vice-president and A. Hush 
of Salem treasurer.

W. J. Culver was elected Marlon 
county roadmaster for the loth con­
secutive time. Virtually all of the 
hard surfaced highways iu Marion 
county were constructed under Mr. 
Culver's supervision.

The Mt. Hood Hallway company's 
tracks have been kept open constantly 
during the recent storm and service 
lias beeu maintained to Parkdale. 
About 85 cars of apples along Its track 
are uwalting shipment.

Seaside is to have an avlattou 
school, a tract of 8u acres having been 
pun baaed for that purpoae In the 
north end of the city, with a mile of 
river and ocean frontage. The school 
will be opeued In July.

Coos couuty expended $23.897 26 for 
toad projects during December, it was 
revealed at t'oqullle by figures com­
piled In the county clerk's office The 
greatest amount was spent on general 
roads totaling $14.089 70

Klre losses In Oregon, exclusive of 
Portland, during December aggregat­
ed $986.042. according to a report pre­
pared by the state fire marshal There 
v r *  76 fires reported, ot which three 
w?re of an tucenotary origin.

The state legislature would he pro 
hihlted from Interfering with leglsla 
tion enacted by the voters under the 
provisions of a proposed constitutional 
amendment filed In the offices of the 
secretary of state at Salem last week 

Late registiation at the Oregon Ag 
ricultural college has increased the 
total for this term to 3297, the largest 
enrollment of degree students for the 
second term tu the history of the col 
lege, according to the latest report Is 
sued by K H Lemon, registrar

Decision to solicit support (or the 
proposed wool warehouse in Baker 
• made at a meeting of the Baker 
County Wool Growers' association tu 
Baker last week, and a committee was 
appointed with a view of determining 
the sentiment of sheepmen iu regard 
to the projett

The t'oqullle chamber of commerce 
will petition the federal radio com­
mission to permit the establishment 
of a broadcasting atatton there as th< 
center of l ’oos county This action 
came aa the result of a meeting of the 
chamber last week

Loss by fire In Astoria during 1927 
was lowest of any year since the big 
disaster of 1922. according to the an 
n us I report of Eire t hief C E Foster 
The total loss last year was $17 
997 ill, on which tnsutauce utaltn. 
|lV 29« Dl was paid
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Jack Glover, 11. Laurelhurst school. 
Portland, won first prize tor the best 
essay on “ Highway Sufety,” submitted 
by Oregon elementary students in the 
1926-27 national safety campaign held 
under the direction of the National 
Automobile chamber of commerce. He 
was awarded a gold medal valued ai 
$15.

Kay Dlnsmoor, Oakgrove orchardist 
lost his chicken house and 4llU heus 
lust week. He had adopted the new 
system of lighting his hennery before 
day in order to get his birds out early 
Gasoline lanterns were used. He re­
tired after lighting the lamps, aud 
the family was aroused later by the 
fire.

Within a stone’s toss of the Pacific 
Ocean at Winchester hay, near Heeds 
port, roses are iu bloom, according to 
Mrs. S. M. Scott, resident of that dis 
trlct. The sunshine of recent days 
has caused the buds to unfold, she 
suld, and open spaces of the commons 
are turning a brighter green from new 
grown grass.

Wheat is being threshed in heavy 
snow at the Fred W. Eppinger ranch 
north of Baker. The grain could not 
be threshed during the (all because of 
the rains. It seems little damaged by 
the snow and is running about 4u 
bushels to the acre. So far as kuuwu 
this is the first wheat that has been 
threshed there In January.

There was one fatality due to In­
dustrial accidents lu Oregon during 
the week ending January 12, accord 
lug to a report prepared by the state- 
industrial accident commission. The 
victim was James K. Stemmei man, of 
Marshfield. There were 483 accidents 
reported to the commission dui ing 
the week covered iu the report.

Portland became 77 years old Erl 
day. when the city had one of its sev­
eral birthdays. It was January 13. 
I 860, that the legislature of the terri­
tory granted to the city its charter 
and a few days later the city council 
confirmed that charter It became el 
fective February 8. i860, and the first 
election was held April 6 when Hugh 
D. O’Bryant was elected mayor.

Keports recently given out by Post 
master Tulley at Wallowa indicate a 
steady gain In receipts tor the office 
during the past year. Stamp sales 
for the quarter ending December 31, 
1926. were $1671.96 and for the simi­
lar quarter ending December 31, 1927. 
the sules were $1720.78, a gain ot 
$49.93 This gain has been consist 
ent through every quarter during the 
past year

The Eastern Oregon Peace Officers' 
Co-operative association met tu Lu 
Grande last week and elected Clint 
Haynes. La Grande police chief, prcsl 
dent. Henry McKinney of Maker vice 
piealdent; ft H Burleigh of Enter­
prise. secretary-treasurer; Amos Helm 
of i *  Grande, assistant secretary, 
Jasse Brethears of Lai Grande aud 
District Attorney Blodgett of Nyssa, 
members of the executive committer

Business of the Harnshurg National 
bauk has lieen purchased by the Jutu 
tion City State bauk. aud consollda 
lion of the Institutions was effected 
last week This deal preseuts the un 
usual situation of a state hank aiqulr 
ing a uattonal bunk Deposits amount 
tag to between $79.tH)0 aud I75.UUU 
were taken over In the transfer The 
Junction City State has more than 
twice that aniouut of deposits Thr 
change leaves Harrisburg with our 
bauk, the Ftrst National

With growing conditions absolutely 
Ideal. Douglas county broccoli growers 
are looking forward to our of the big 
gesl crops in the history of the inrtus 
try The present fear is that the un 
usually warm January weather will 
brtug the crop on too early, at a time 
when the market la flooded with Cali 
fornta cauliflower, resulting tu lowet 
prices The present estimate Is tha: 
there will be more than Sou >arload> 
shipped out of the l  tnpqua valley dur 
tug the last ot February. March aud 
April An effort to standardize a crate 
tor Oregon shipments has so far met 
with failure and the several shtpp,u, 
orgsuisattons will probably each u.t 
s 4itt«reut styla of crate
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At this time, there is being broadcast the 

finest programs in the history of Radio. Are 
you enjoying these programs to the tidiest ex 
tent or is your radio “ dead to the world i I 
am fully qualified o examine your set and put 
it in first class working order. All work abso 
liitely gu a ra n te e d .  On new installations 1 give
30 days free trial and a 5 year guarantee. 1 
build sets with loud speaker volume at 5000 
miles distance. Free estimates on repairs. W ork 
called for and delivered. Write, phone or call

L. A. K E N N E D Y , Beaverton, Oregon
(member Radio Association of America)
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The Telephone will prove to be your 
most valuable and most economical 
assistant in the office, workshop, 
home or while traveling

Oregon Telephone Co.
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