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WHERE ARE THE WEAK SPOTS?

Murder, fraud, kidnapping, theft, and possibly an
other heinous offense were committed by at least
person in the outrageous system of criminal
the Marian Parker case at Los Angeles.

What shall a city, a county, and state or a nation
do to prevent the repetition of such atrocities Where
are the weak spots in our boasted civilization that per
mits such conditions to exist? Are they in education
religion or in court procedure?’
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California or any other community,
large or small, be besmirched by the human
that kills and rapes and robs? Why must
mountains, plains, vallevs and oceans in all the earth
yield their beauty and facility to shadow and harbor the
base and vile human beings who have forgotten Godr
Why do the ocean’s currents bring warmth, the roses
sweet perfume, the valleys their verdure, and the sun
its life-giving ravs to perpetuate that portion of societ)
which is low and depraved? The answer is that Nature
does not. It is the mortal element that errs.

Has Chicago moved to Los Angeles? Leopold and
Leob committed the “perfect” crime, and they STILL
LIVE TO THINK OF IT! Now the “Fox” picks a
12-year-old school girl as his victim! Shall the plea of
insanity go to shield those who are morally and le
gally guilty and responsible? Must generations to come
be subjected to the criminally and hopelessly imsane an
more than the so-called moral agents;

Shall we coddle criminals? Shall we continue
send boquets to bandits, erect monuments to
Jameses? Shall we continue to sign petitions for pro
bation or to “get somebody out,” and then spend more
tax money and more human blood to “get somebody in!”
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There 1s but one series of answers. [Kmotion has got
to give way to common sense if this country is to nd
itself of the crimmal element. Something more has got
to be put into the schools than algebra and football
Something more has got to be put into courts than
laws that shield the guilty and juries that weep and
permit sentiment to rule over sense. And something
more has got to be put into the community as a whole
than opportunities for licentious activity!

The Beaverton Enterprice, of course joins with others
in wishing its readers and friends a bright, prosperous
and happy New Year. Even a newspaper editor may
have a poor way of expressing his appreciation of the
many fine friendships formed, the many bits of cooper
ation received, and the occasional compliments of sei
vice performed,

A newspaper must of necessity depend a great deal
upon the general public. More particularly, however,
upon certain “strategic” points, or special of
news and information. In the case of a daily newspaper,
the reporters depend upon the police and sheriff's forces,
court clerks, and all public and semi-public officials; on
heads of organizations and societies, and innumerable
other points of contact. With the weekly papers it is a
case of similarity, except that the sources of informa
tion are less centralized.
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The newspaper also depends upon the good will of
the public as well as on commercial patronage. It
this finer friendship that a newspaper publisher
will cultivate. It is the cooperative efforts of civic o1
ganizations, newspapers and public-spirited citizens that
make a town grow and develop. We do not mean that
these organizations have to be all-inclusive or powerful
in influence or in wealth in order to
leading the community to better things. The s
good in the of the But such
of helpfulness and cooperation indeed mayv e
humble Likewise, a
public-spirited without being worth a hundred
Kindness, goodwill, cheerfulness, optimism. cooperatior
alertness, industry, thrift, charity and .
and put to use in civic betterment mav do
than piling dollars into the public pot. Money
away.
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Special Low Prices on Fernsg

and Blooming Cyclinmen
Suitable for Christmas Gifts
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You will be astonished

at the NEW Features « NEW Beauty-
NEW Performance that General
Motors has provided in this New Car

BERNARD & STIPE

at Stipe’s Garage . Beaverton, Oregon
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