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ness, the sound was positively terrify-
In, sugeesting all kinds of noseen tor
tures, and Caesar by duylight as
brave n man as you could find, refused
to go to tlw rescue of his pet, In the
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But this acunt of getting another
man stung Cnesar. in 8] ite of his he
Hef In ghe W n,” he rppeubeed
quietly, and Cudje podded, weil
i el

That afternoon, with the econsent nf
Andrew MaeAllister, we mude carefu!

rations and explored, as thor

prepu

| Do Not Know What Woke Me.

oughly as we could, the mangrove
swiump, with the exception of one par
ticularly tunzled spot to the westwuard
f the house, which MeAlllster prom
sed to make his spectal cure. When
we wended our way homeward, with
mt results, we felt tolerably certair
hat It was not In the swmmp that ow
foe wis lurking. But where then ob
the island could he conceal himself?
The treetops, Indeed, wonld aserve, but
thelr smooth trunks rose, without u
branch, for many feet, and we huwl
uly to stand and look uwpward to
now that the most skillfal of us conld
ecule them, No, the mystery re
mained vnsolved, and its <shadow cast
g gloom over the entlre household.
Nor did 1, to tell the truth, feel en
tirely easy In my mind over Cudjo
and Cuesar; vet they were both ma
ture men, expert and resourcelul, and
I did pnot d to offend them by In
forming MeAllister of thelr plan. For
tunately for jts success, MeAllister re
tired early, and watching, not without
auxiety, from -the doorway, | saw the
two figures emerze from their quar
ters and melt silently into the dark
ness.  or some time, indeed, 1 walted
outside, half wishing to go, unbe
known. to thelr acsistunce, and to tuke

up a positlon near them In ease they
needed reluforcements I'ut after an
hour had passed, and no sound broke
the stillness of the night, 1 went In
and was soon gleeping soundly,

I do not know what woke me, RN
may have been a pure coincldence, or
It may have been through some mys
ter Eeny ‘L we do not wholly
understand, but In sn Instant [ was
broad awake, It was perhaps an how
helfore davbreak, 1 ealeulated, and fesl
ing that Cudlo would no longer dis
approve my coming, 1 declded to dress
steal out and Join them In the woods
to hear the gtory of thelr vigil As 1
left the house, a shadow from the ma
roon quarters joined me, and I was
not sorry to recognize Big B, with
the ritle In his hand, His face looked
troubled and anxlous, and when )¢
asked him why he was abroad so errly
I discovered that he had been awak
ened In the same strange manner gs
myself, Evldently, too, he felt that it

rel d evil, for he muttered ap
prehensively, “Sowmetldng bad Lhappen
Soap)

We had traversed perhaps half the
Mstance to the woods when of a sud
den, and the more dreadfu! because
without waruing, there uarose on the
morming alr a nw ghtful shriek
high-piiched, heartsen g, the sceream
oA b i agon IThen canme the

harp report of a rifle, and a second

r an iploring ery rang out, twlce
't | Hely Help! Oh, God—'
ind i . enee It was too
puct VI nerves | ning
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Buve escaped Az fu~l wus My g
would curey me, 1 dushed through the
strip of woods thutl led (o the seawnrd

skl
-'!.' the sight of It—there Wis & CHliow
of cottonwond, s  single occupan!
naking his paddie fy. 1t was lzhi
cnough for me Lo see that he wore i
searlet handkerchief about his Lhieurd
and even in the dim light I hud the
pression that he was 0ot » negh
but a white mun. ! threw my ritle to
iy shoulder aimed at the base of the

mun's neck, und pressed the trigger
My glin was true, for at the report ae
hulf leaped to his feet, dropplug his
puddle and clutchlpg at the alr, then
plunged over the shde, upsetting the
cainoe In his fall, and floated, strug

gling feebly, but withont, as It seemed
to me, any real notlon of what he was
dolng. With a feeling of relief tha
this mysterfons murderer was al lus

1 started o run to the spo
lay moored bu
glinve over I
tracks, foo
body ris
Linpel !
wilves

lald low,
where the bouts
throwing a hasty
shoulder, 1 stopped in my
BVEn 1 looked | saw his
half of the water as If
by some force from beneath the
then swiftly und silently  disuppen)
from sight, to rise no more. | neede!
no explanation: one of the hug

ins

out

solne

ghurks that haunted the lagoon had
secured a meal, and the [dentity of the
mysterlous murderer would pever be
come known.

The effect of the affalr on MecAllls
ter wans remarkable, The solving of
the mystery lifted an enormous weight
from his !-fpllils. My killing of the
marauder In  the canove especially
pleased htm; I wus In the highes

and agaln und agaln he pralsed
“What a gift !’

fuvor:
my skill with the ritle
he would say admiringly, *“Whut s
bonny girel” And aguin, “Where
might 1 be now, If 1 hadna wrltten you
to come and join me?"

He was so pleased, indeed, that |
wad not the heart to lmpart to him the
doubts that still remained In my mind

tor the more 1 thought about it the
less 1 could arrive at a satisfactory
onclugion., That this mysterlous visi
tor was the murderer seemed plain;:
and set, if 1t was snguninst our house
hold that he had designs, why had he
sln'n the dog? Why had he slaugh
rered the helfer? What possible ob
ieet wns there In thus alarming onr

gnard?
adopred

garrlson and putting
The theory which 1

us on our
at last

na the most probable was that this
wius a muadman, selzed with some
hlood lust, and prowling ahout In the

darkness, like a beast of prey,
Ify his murderous frenzy.
For iwenty-four hours qulet relgned

lo grat-

Then, at breakfast, Helen rold us that
her maid had, daring the ulght, been
almost frightened to death. She had
iwnkened in the darkness, had heard
a falnt scruping uolse outside  her
rooin, and while she bad lain there

anid there—1 could huve shouted

nuekKing

Athle sounds, something—she was sure
af It—had |||'t':l‘1§ in at the window, S C H 0
It was, she thought, a large mahb with 0 L
| very brogad  shoulders; she had SpeCIal SUmmer R
gereamed, and Immediately the visitor A A i
had vanlshed. Of course none of ue Individoal W
took this serlonsly, for shmost all the Open \I\\'I‘,
blacks are imaginurtive to the hizhest Elective
degree. So Instesd of allowing our
| splves to become disturbed, we heurd D E C K E
the story with a smile,

Thus the next n'ght eame—sultry, ljl "“l\] i

unbegrably
neering

clowds,
! but finally
of the rop2;

leaving the house,

agalnst the wall, T wualted, and pres- ?‘\]‘ n)
ently a figure came into view, s .
350%: Morrisor
needless to say, that of a ghost or de. 1 Block Nortl
mon, but the bhent and commonplace “" B SNOTEh
form of MecAlllster, currylng a spade el sroadwa I

at

occaslonally
For some thne | tried to sleep,
waukefulness,
| T determined to resort to my expedient
and slipping on my light- |

these ealitfous

with n
through

hot,

overcome by

in his hand.

(To Be Continued Next Week)
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nolselessly to the ground. and was just - alr
| sturting to walk saway when I heard CI&II‘VO

a nolse as If of a door closing, 8 yant Readmg
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EVERY READER

of this paper has something that
he, or she does not need.

SELL IT!
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TRY IT!
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