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CHAPTER  r i l — j.i nosey has made 
the ftCUUkilitlUice of a )OUiirf Hii’.n,
George Lewi*, whom he admire*. While 
w atch ing  a i ..i d Kaiiie In w hich L.«wU
1m em;uned, Llud.say detects a player . . .  , .
« i),• ,u „ k m <i i, jii the ch< ater. tliat some one had heeu In that clear-

W(. halt. <1. eoek«*<J our rJt1.*s, made 
an re tlmt our In Ives and pistols were 
In readiness; then, spreading out ft 
little, slowly advunoed «lining the 
trees. There were no sounds any­
where, stive the faint tread of our own 
footsteps; and I was beginning to feel 
renewed courage and rather to pride 
myself upon my decision when we 
suddenly emerged Into a little clear­
ing, and ns we illd so I gave an un 
controllable start. 1 could not have 
.raid that I l'i"' seen anything. yet, fan 
ciful as It niay sound, 1 had a feeling

I,.* an mlea ta.- ituih u t U u a » ï  • (,f myself I felt tny hair actually brls 
ucvuauUon. tllag on my scalp. At the same mo­

o t  APT L H Vili, i.indany fimi, ment Caesar, whose eyes were as keen

a'.'M*WWdly U  " f ■ » * * •  * « *  «" »
lyrunt, l;i ut u i tu 1 i l i ' . '  ' under exi'latnutlon. At once I hastened to

fe“ ,¿'Íú“ ‘s'.'‘ve Whet“ Vtau'“w l . * / ' •'!» **»«***. ,I!U' f0Und 1,1,11 U,,t> Iii,! l * * r‘ 
tuad ti'ieu to uni him wltti u ki.ii« |ng Intently toward the farther side
bhlvely »hoot« the a.an. hut ln hl» Q f thfl c|t,ttr|ng.

“Look like one of cattle," said Cae
CII AI TKII IX.— Lindsay I« nccepted \ sar. ‘ Maylie somebody bide. We 

With hu queLtiun u* McAJlisu-i n«ph (Jar© go?"
< w He Hi. i tin ma'» tii* t'i]iN'!lnit*nl _  . . .  .,iMA mn _ t , ......
Of .-Vll, Ullil Is - a \ he I'd of t tie* truth Py t,lls ,l,np- thou*h 1 nm fl,r fron*
of lian 1 ly'.i story of hi» villainy j.i.'- making the statement boastfully, I bad
tl'h ‘ -h 1 M i e  I» Ills aiio|‘ «'ll . ,,, , I,, filili h nit,.li nfda o;.- ht c-r, ,l.ien, «  th win -a LI a.Ihm» become wiou.ht up to sUvll H pitta oi
t i 'A it' (li"i- Un .la e ii.iw excitement that now, Instead of being
ly liofi luieil. Il i» <in|UatriUwice Wits
Helen i*i furia, i burrii me half frightened to death. I was In fi
Ju All!- el's »lip, the A till a lee, with .........        With

iiian, but In
Hit thro.  * the hl,i\e dec l ar e r  h*  w i l i  

coin*  buck to huant  hi*  » laye r .

a furria «»f h.av**. Im w/ctkttj ou th** of iih^nlutt* n»chU‘i*snosH.
inland, not u »oui surviving. a torse •Tome un !” I advance«!, taking

CHAPTER X — Inveì titrating r dl«- advantage of the faint light that still 
túrbame aiuoli^ Hi. . .ale. I.liitl»uy Illumined the clearing, though all be-
With two negl." Ululi, one of the ! , .. , , , , .....i „i

mi.uluted evident- .'"1111 Its boundaries wus dark and sikiiiioul« frightfully niuUluteil, evident­
ly noi ilie work of nay nmu. baw «v ir  j lent as the grave.
■ ..MerfiiI. Thut nn.Ill ill two a roe» , __1 did noi wait to see whether nr not

day hi fore, f h k  n.i» u Muck a an lu 
II . .iliue, evidently escuplMK from th« 
Island, unit, believing It I m ,hu iauril«r- 
er, sbuoiH u ad kills aim. rhe lonslon Is 
rell«ved, but th«i niuht Lindsay flnds 
Mi A111 11 el 11.' I i lllllig a burled treil* 
uni AN tillr lie walcbes, uimeen, McAI- 
lialer Is thieateued I■ y what seems to 
be a blued, il. ale l.llidsay shoot« him 
id d the tig a: e lull.. . 1  dir the house. 
V. hlle leeldn,, eiitian..-, f lck  shoot«

1 t • 'Hie biulu prove« to be of that
an orang-utan.

agonjzlhg yvlpln*. cas .1 almost
as abruptly ns il began. In the dark­
ness, tlie sound was positively terrlfy- 
In, suggesting all kinds of unseen tor­
tures, and Caesar by daylight as
brine a man ns you could Had. refused surprise and horror, uttered a cry, for
to go to (la* rescue of Ills pet. In the 
morning we searched for him, but in 
vuki ; (lie dog luid vanished us com­
pletely ns though the earth liad »wal­
lowed him.

The maid was triumphant ; her story courage suddenly evaporated. I threw
was now substantiated, and Intltvd by 
this time It «liti seem ns If somebody 
or something— man or spirit -was 
haunting the Island. Vet realizing the 
difllculties of exploring the mangrove 
swamp, we took no action save to he 
In before nightfall, to lock up the gonts 
and the poultry, and on the ground 
Iloor to make sure thut door and win­
dow» were thoroughly burred.

One thing, however, we did not do 
We took no heed of our beni of half- 
wild cattle, which roa ilici I the Island 
at will. That they ulso might he al­
ilo ked never crossvd our minds; yet 
It was on the succeeding evening that 
another tragedy w.ts added to the list. 
We had Just finished supper; dusk 
was failing; and Helen and I were 
debuting whether or not wc would tak“ 
our eu to' iary stroll, which we had 
ttlmndonetl since U *• night of the hur­
ricane She had asked me whether I 
really believed there was danger, when 
livr que tliui wirs suddenly' answered 
for ber by 11 great bellowing of cuttle 
Running to the door. I could see six 
or el: lit of them, h rely > >.;ii'e in the 
dim II 'lit, dashing at fell tilt toward 
the bouse, us if tin y fell that here at 
least they might And protection. I 
svl.-cd my g.m and went out wishing 
greatly that Cud I" the leader > f the 
maroons, were with me. hut there had 
been much talk of n rebellion no."tig 
the »1 lives and he letd gone up " e
river, the day before, on a ■ con. 
trip, to irv vvluit be could lea re In t 
way o f news Cues r and I'. II how 
• • er. were nlrenili on band, I • my 
»elf. with their rltles In their t nds. 
The three of us stood close to ipr, 
casting doubtful glances at the ok 
shadow of the woods. Caesar, u.- il­
ly brave «s a lion, for one* hesite 1. 
“ What think 7" he asked me.

To tell the truth, I should have I >t 
very glad to retire Into the house, 1 t 
since lie had appealed to me In t! • 
way, I did not wish to he quoted ufb 
ward us having counseled prudence 
And. us a matter of fact, to retreat 
tike frightened chlltlen. because o f »  
stampelle of cattle In the darkness. 
ap|>e»retl the very height o f cowardice 
And *0. with a resolution I was far 
from feeling, and with what was. I 
fear, that species o f false bravery 
whh h comes from the dread of being 
thought afraid I replied; “ I think we 

ahead. Come on, boys, 
ar up this mystery for

ought to g 
and well c- 
good and al 

Thus apt« 
like Hill an

rated to. two old fighter-« 
id Caesar could not well 

demur, an I at once, as the light was 
each Inotant growing dimmer, we 
walked rapidly toward tin bo jar of

helfier'» neck Interested hiIni tir1 TU«*II HI'
ly. »i n<1 uv«•r It he «hook liil* It«*ad.

“1ruts nifternoon," he •nmI'ttnced
“ we liant 1»land. All meri. n!! annoti
all lus*!» tosether I f  r..¡»tiling, then
comp r?«*nIng 1 w teb hor©. ! ant!
one ofli«»r iuan. If get hlm.*•

1 •t) i l« «'«tura ’ »* MTV! hi* d f
risii *n. :«ii«| felt fiuti with Itlilt «ft a com

■ n 1 tv.n ready to takl* ft i© rlftk
But u hrn I volunteered liIf* «h< h!ft
hem1 -111»»ter no let yt►n." tU» Mid
deci "Think tro miurh dancer
Master no lot me. If fell ht?n. So no
tell h'in. No got other ft* an,, com#
alou# "

hut this noubt o f getting another 
man stung Caesar. In spite of tils he 
lief In ghost*. “ I c<»." he i tmounced 
quietly, anil Cudjo nodded. weil 
pleased.

That afternoon, with the consent of 
Andrew MeAlliater. we made careful 
preparations and explored, as thor
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I Do Not Know What Woke Me.

‘o í  Ing but a moment ago; and In spite

watching, uiv kili.it I11 much th« sum« ,
111H101. 1 ns hull I'cc.i tint lion r th» j wus followed, for as I say I was fair

ly beside myself with the tension of
the whole affair; but, as a matter of 
fact Caesar and Mill were close at 
my heels, and In a moment we were 
standing by the silent heap upon the 
ground.

It was one of the cattle; no douh'
It lay In a strangely con 

torted position, with forelegs extend 1 
ed ns If In a last desperate effort at 
flight, and with head thrown hack, as 
It seemed to me, unnaturally far. 1 
stooped to see If the animal xvere 
really (lend, and then, In my mingled

Its strange and unnatural attitude was 
now explained; the heifer*» neck had 
been broken. Its throat was torn and 
bleeding terribly, so Hint the ground 
about was soaked with blood. With

n terrified glance at the forbidding 
blackness of the woods. Rarely thl* 
was not the work of human hands, and 
at the moment ! could hn\e sworn that 
I saw something moving Iti the tree* 
and heard the sun of a twig. II
was t r. High. ’! horoug'dy panic- 
stricken. all three . f m da bed head 
long across the eh irlng and through 
the woods beyond ; nor did we stop 
there, but kept on runn'ng until we 
were once more within a st ale's throw 
of the house. Then. Indeed, we pulled 
up. and gn .I at one another, not, 1 
think, ashamed of ourselves, but thor 
oughly demoralized and at a los.i to 
account for this new tragedy.

We found McAllister eagerly await 
Ing us, but there was little we could 
do to relieve I is ninth ty. For a long 
time wc talked. M Alllsier held stub 
Itornly to the theory that this was the 
work of nu n w ho came from the main 
land In a bout; yet Ill's seemed hardly 
possible, for be- lib s the strong proli 
ability of our seeing them there was 
the added puzzle of the heifer with 
Its broken neck and bleeding throat 
Hut to this McAllister answered that 
the animal's neck was broken by Its 
fall. Caesar «ml Mill laid the whole 
blame on evil *piHts, In some way con­
jured hither by the murdered obi man 
possibly utl the way from Africa. 1. 
for my part was frankly puxkUsI, and 
could supgos! no theory at nil.

With morning, and the cheerful sun 
shine, the events o f the night seemed 
Infreddile, and It was without fear 
tint we started to revisit the grove 
l*o mv relief Cudjo had r. turned f-om 
Ids scouting trip, re|»ortlng all quiet 
among the slaves, and he. disposed to 
ridicule on. story, went with its to the 
woo-la. Ills face, as he bent over the 
body of the heifer, was a study, for 
he was a man of unusual Intelligence, 
and the superstitious Imagining;-, of Ids 
race eternit v. thing at all to him Yet 
while he discarded Ihe Idea of any 
thing supernatural, he was at a loss 
to lell who had done the deed. The

oughly as we could, the mangrove
swamp, with the exception of one par­
ticularly tangled spot to the westward 
of the hou e. which McAllister prom 
ised to make his special care. When 
we wended our way homeward, with 
out results, we felt tolerably certain 
that It was not in the swamp that ou; 
foe was lurking, llut where then on 
the Island could he conceal himself? 
The treetops. Indeed, would serve, bui 
their smooth trunks rose, without a 
brunch, for many feet, and we hail 
only to stand and look upward to 
know thut the most skillful of us could 
not scale them. No, the mystery re 
malned unsolved, and iis shadow cast 
u ¿¡loom over the entire household.

Nor did I, to toll the truth, feel on 
tlreiy easy In my mind over Cudjo 
and Caesar; yet they were both mn 
ture men, expert Mid resourceful, and 
I did not dare to offend them by In 
forming McAllister of their plan. For 
tunutely for its success. McAllister re 
tired early, and watching, not wlthnn» 
anxiety, from the doorway, I saw the 
two figures emerge from their quar 
tors and melt silently Into the dark 
ness. For some time, Indeed. I waited 
outside, half wishing to go, unbe 
known, to their a sistnnee, and to tak«- 
up a position near them In case they 
needed reinforcement*. P.ut after an 
hour had passed, und no sound broke 
the stillness of the night, I went In 
and was soon sleeping soundly.

I do not know vvhat woke me. It 
may have been a pure coincidence, or 
It may have he.-n through some tny»- 
teriou;. agen. y w hich we do not wholly 
understand, but In tin Instant I was 
broad awake. It was perhaps an bout 
before daybreak, 1 calculated, and fee! 
Ing thut Cudjo would no longer dis 
approve my coming, 1 decided to dress 
steal out and Join them In the woods, 
to hear the story of their vigil. As I 
left the house, h shadow from the ma­
roon quarters Joined me, and I whs 
not sorry to recognize Ilig Bill, with 
the ritle In his hand, llis face looked 
troubled and anxious, and when J 
asked him why he was abroad so imtly 
I discovered thut he had been avruk 
ened In ihe same strange manner us 
myself. Evidently, loo, he felt thut It 
foreboded evil, for he muttered up 
prehensivcly, "Something bud happen 
soon."

We had traversed perhaps half th* 
distance to the wood* when of a sud 
den, and the more dreadful because 
without wurulng, there arose on the 
morning air a most frightful shriek, 
high-pitched, heurt.cndlng, the scream 
of a 111.m in agony. Then cume the 
sharp report of a rillc, and a second 
later an Ifuplorlng cry rung out, twice 
relented. "Help! Help! Oh. Cod—" 
and then absolute -.lence. It was too 
much for overwrought nerve»; coming 
a* the climax of u si rie« of lesser tuis 
adventures. It was Indescribably terri­
fying. and 1 felt uo surprise aa I saw 
Bill turn and fairly take to Ids heels. 
And though I did not follow his ex 
ample, 1 take no credit to myself; I 
would gladly have done so had not 
pride prevented; and stubbornly, with 
teeth set und heart hammering against 
my ribs, l pressed on toward the 
woods, thankful that at last a faint 
light was beginning to show around 
me. If 1 was to die, I wished to meet 
death face to face, uot to be struck 
down In the dark.

I reached the edge of the clearing 
without mishap, and, peering forth, 
knew Instantly that the worst had 
happened. In the center o f the glade, 
fa tv downward, lay the body of Cudjo; 
a little neurer. Just on the edge of the 
clearing, a head and shoulders, pro­
jecting front the undergrowth, be­
trayed the body of Caesar. A hasty 
examination destroyed (lie last ves­
tige of hope—both nieu were be­
yond all a id Caesar, I Judged, had 
been struck down from behind with 
awful force; while It wus only too 
evident that Cudjo had met Ills death 
by the sum« hands that had slalu the 
hapless heifer. I felt mv brain golug; 
never before had I believed In vane 
plres or warlocks, yet now I did. and 
for an Instant l  was actually con­
vinced that here was the work of some 
ghostly visitor from beyond the grata

Then, In a flash of reason | some­
how regained my p vver of control. AV* 
had searched the island; nothing was 
there. This deed had happened within 
a few moments; If doue by visitors 
from the mainland, they e V J  not yet

tiave e*.-»« r.pc'd. As f«**t as mv icg 
would carry un*. I da; bed through the 
strip of woods that led to the seaward 
point; and there— I could have shouted 
at the sight of It— there wus a cano*

I t,f cottonwood. Its single occupun1 
making Ids puddle fi.v. It was llghi 
enough for me to see that he wore ¡1 
scarlet handkerchief about his head* 
and even In the dim light I had th* 
Impression that he was not u negro 
hut a vvhHe man. I threw my rifle to 
my shoulder, aimed at the base o f  the 
man’s neck, and pressed the trigger 
My aim was true, for at the report ae 
half leaped to his feet, dropping Ills 
puddle and clutching at the air. then 
plunged over the side, upsetting th* 
canoe In his fall, and floated, strug 
gllng feebly, hut without, its It seemed 
to me, any real notion <>f what he was 
doing With a feeling of relief that , 
this mysterious murderer was at lus 

i laid low. I started to run to the spo 
where the boats lay moored l»u‘ 
throwing a hasty glance over my 
shoulder, I stopped in my tracks, foi 
even as I looked I saw his body rise 
half out of the water as If Impelled 
by some force from beneath the waves 
then swiftly and silently dlsuppeni 
from sight, to rise no more. I needed 
no' explanation; some one of the hug* , 
sharks that haunted the lagoon had 
secured a meal, and the Identity of the 
mysterious murderer would never be 
come known.

The effect of the affair on McAllls 
ter was remarkable. The solving of 
the mystery lifted an enormous weight f 
from his spirits. My killing of the 
marauder In the canoe especially 
pleused him; I was In the highest 
favor; and again und again he praised 
my skill with the ritle "What a g i f t !" 
he would say admiringly. "What a 

| bonny g l f t l ” And again, "Where 
might I he now. If I hadna written you 
to come and Join me?”

He was so pleased. Indeed, that I 
had not ihe heart to Impart to him the 
doubts thut still remained In my mind, 
for the more I thought about It the 
less I could arrive at u satisfactory j 

j  conclusion. That this mysterious vlsl , 
tor wus the murderer seemed plain: 
and yet, if It was against our house 
hold that he had designs, why luid he 
'In'n the dog? Why had he sluligh 
tered the heifer? What possible ob 
lect was there In thus alarming our 
garrison ami putting us on >>ur guard? 
The theory which I at last adopted 
11s the most probable was that this 
was a madman, seized with some 
blood lust, and prowling about In the 
darkness, like a beast of prey, to grat­
ify tils murderous frenzy.

For twenty-four hours quiet reigned. 
Then, at breakfast. Helen told us that 

1 her ntald had. during the night, been 
almost frightened to death. She had 
awakened In the darkness, had heard 
a faint scraping noise outside her 
room, and while she had lain there

quaking at these cafttlouS hardly hO- 
dlble sounds, something— she was sure 
of It -had peered la at the window. 
It was. she thought, a large man with 
very broad shoulders; she had 
screamed, and Immediately the visitor 
had vanished. O f course none of us 
took this seriously, for almost all the 
blacks are Imaginative to the highest 
degree. So Instead of allowing our 
selves to become disturbed, we beurd 
the story with a smile.

Thus the next n'ght came— sultry, 
unbearably hot, with a high moon 
peering occasionally through drifting 
clouds. For some time I tried to sleep, 
but finally overcome by wakefulness, 
l determined to resort to my expedient 
of the ropa; and slipping on my light­
est clothing 1 armed tuyself, dropped 
noiselessly to the ground, and was Just 
starting to walk away when I heard 
a noise as If of a door closing, is 
though some one were entering or 
leaving the house. Flattening myself 
against the wall, I waited, and pres­
ently a figure came Into view, not. 
needless to say, that o f a ghost or de­
mon, but the bent Hnd commonplace 
form of McAllister, currying a spade 
in his hand.

(To Be Continued Next Week)
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