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H o w  H e  C o a x e d  H is  C o w s  
In to  S ix  W o rld ’s  R ecord s

BY A. C. HEYMAN 
An Oregon County Agent

Ovid Pickard, a plain and modest 
farmer of Marion, Oregon, is world- 
famous as the breeder of Viva La 
France and of Darling’s Jolly Las­
sie, two of the greatest of all cows. 
His cows have broken six world’s 
records, and have held four at one 
time. Forty years after poverty 
had driven the family out of their 
old home, the Pickard Bros., Ovid 
and Elzy,"went in debt for $21,-
000 to get it back. They raised 
Viva La France, the great long­
distance record cow. At the end 
of the third of the six years during; 
which she produced 78,461 pounds 
of milk and 5,331 pounds of butter- 
fat, they were [offered $30,000 for 
her. Darling’s Jolly Lassie is 
world’s champion junior four-year- 
old over all breeds.

“I can’t remember when I 
couldn’t milk and didn’t  like cows,” 
Pickard says. “When I was thir­
teen and we lived in Eugene, I 
made up my mind to go back to 
our old farm, where Mr. Norton, 
the new owner, had some Jerseys. 
With 50 cents in my pocket I 
started to walk the 56 miles. I 
spent a quarter for food the first 
day, and spent the night in a road­
side straw stack. With a nickel 
left, I arrived at Norton’s the 
next day. He gave me a job and
1 worked for him eight years.

“My enthusiasm for Jerseys
grew as I worked on. Instead of 
celebrating on Sundays and holi­
days with the other boys, I visited 
the breeders of purebred Jerseys, 
of whom there were then a few in 
this Willamette valley. I looked 
at every cow. I remember having 
seen in one herd some cows that 
produced two pounds of butter a 
day. I thought this was wonder­
ful, and told the owner that I 
should be extremely §happy if I 
could some day own a bunch of 
cows as good as those. These trip 
gave me much more pleasure than 
I could have got from any picnic.

“I made a careful study of con 
firmation and type of the highest 
producing animals, so that when I 
should go into the business for my­
self I would be able to select the 
best as a foundation, and then, by 
judicious mating, improve the herd 
as best I  could, my chief object be­
ing lots ofLutterfat.’- 
: From this effort of ¡producing 
the best cows I could, from the 
foundation which I had, came Vjva 
La France; but there was no con­
scious effort to produce any world 
champions. Of course, when I 
knew how, wSll I had done L deter­
mined to climb to the very top if 
possible. I now have broken six 
world records with my breeding, 
and have held as high as Jour 
world records at one time.

“With my small savings I start­
ed in the dairy business in the al­
falfa region of southern Oregon in 
1901, with a bunch of grades and 
a few purebreds. But I did not 
like the bloating and loss of cows 
on the alfalfa, so I sold out com­
pletely and came to a nearby farm 
and went in partnership with IS. J. 
Famham on his ranch. We se­
cured some purebreds, and later in 
1911, when my brother and I de­
cided to buy the old homestead, 
we also bought all of the partner­
ship cattle but one. Since then 
my broteer has given all his atten­
tion to the farm and the growing 
ing of crops, while 1 became man­
ager, herdsman, breeder, milker, 
and full caretaker of our herd, and 
have continued in this capacity 
ever since.

“We still owed nearly $21,000 on 
the farm when I was offered $30,-
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000 for Viva La France. I told 
my Ranker I intended to sell the 
ow He asked me if I intended 

to go out of the business. I said: 
‘Goodness, no! I have just fairly 
started.

‘.Then he asked, ‘Why sell your 
best cow, then? If she is worth 
$30,000 to someone else, she is 
worth that to you.’

“But,” I said, ‘see all this money 
we owe you; we want to pay our 
debts while we can.’

‘J ‘All right,’ he replied, ‘but 
have I asked you for it, or have I 
been crowding you? My advice is 
to keep.the cow and for the pres­
ent forget the debt.’

“This suited me, for I loved 
that cow. I had bred hep, bred 
and owned her dam, and believed 
that in proper hands she would 
make a great cow. Her death 
from milk fever was a great loss, 
but we made more than $30,000 
by keeping her.

I sold her first calf, a male,, be­
fore she was tested, for $400. Af­
ter it was known how good she 
was, I sold her seeond son for 
$8,000, her third son for $7,000, 
and a fourth son for $5,000; and I 
now have one son and one daugh­
ter left, the other daughter having 
died only a few months ago, with 
milk fever, just as she was ready 
to make at least a 1,000-pound fat 
record. The other daughter has

just had her first calf, and is now 
on test.

Darling’s Jolly Lassie’s record of 
16,425 pounds of milk and 1,141.28 
pounds fat makes her the ebam- 
pion for all Jerseys for all ages. 
That record is due to toy begin­
ning with her great-grand-dam, 
Shine Donaldson Hart, which I 
raised. She was a wonderful cow, 
bnt had no official record because 
this was before cow testing days. 
From this old cow came Old Man’s 
Darling, who made 817 pounds fat. 
She was bought by the Oregon 
Agricultural College. Her daugh­
ter, Old Man’s Darling, 2d, made 
£t record of 983 pounds fat as a junior-four-year-old, becoming the champion in this class, and having held this honor for five ‘years, or until she was defeated by her own

daughter, Darling’s Jolly Lassie, 
with a record of 1J41.28 pounds 
butter fat.

“This gradual increase in these 
four generations in my opinion, is 
due to three things: judicious 
breeding, right feeding and human 
kindness.

The Pickard brothers’ farm 
buildings are unpretentious. The 
barn is old, with no modern con­
veniences nor fancy box stalls. 
Cracks in the outside stall of the 
wall where I saw Lassie standing 
were big enough to throw a bucket 
through. Yet ^he was contented, 
even attempting to lick her master 
when he came near. When we 
came to Viva La France’s last son, a baby calf only a few weeks old, Ovid fondled as though it were an orphan child.

Save $0.87
on your Week-End Trip to Portland by buying a

Round Trip Ticket
Week-End Tickets are on sale 
Fridays, Saturdays and.Sundays, 
return limit following Tuesday.

15-Day Tickets are on sale daily 
to stations in Oregon.

| Take the Train!
Regardless of weather, it is safe, 
comfortable and dependable,

—Ask agents for fares and 
other information or write *

jjOHN M. SCOTT 
Ass t Passenger Traffic Manager 

. ‘Portland. Oregon

Southern Pacific Lines

W ell MatchÌP8Pv T t  Tires
If C-T-C’s Don’t Outwear and Outrun Any Make Tire You Put Up Against Them We’ll Give You a New Tire Free

BY ACTUAL experience and test C-T-C Tires are the besttires on the market, and the fac­tory has authorized us to let YOU PROVE it for yourself or get a new tire FREE.
Here is the most remarkable guaranty any tire manufacturer has ever offered the public.
Put a C-T-C tire on any wheel of your car, and any OTHER make tire of equal size opposite it. Run them continuously, and if the C-T-C doesn’t outwear and outrun the other make we’ll GIVE YOU A NEW TIRE FREE.
This offer only holds good on C-T-C’s bought from authorized C-T-C dealers before January 15th, and as you will need new tires by Spring anyway—get in on this unheard offer NOW.
C-T-C’s are the longest wearing tires, the best for non-skid, best for traction in mud and sand, best for, crushed rock roads, and have the toughest tread, strongest sidewalls, most expert hand- workmanship and can be driven safely at low inflation.
In spite of their GUARANTEED SUPERIORITY, C-T-C’s  cost NO MORE than ordinary tires.
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Stoner Bros. Garage
A u r o r a ,  Or e g o n

H. G. ZIEGLER
DEALER IN

Grain, Pototoes, Hay and Feed
SEED AND RE-CLEANING OUR SPECIALTY

ALL K IN D S  O F  T R U C K IN G  D O N E  IN C O N ­
N E C T IO N  W IT H  W A R E H O U S E .  

A U R O R A , - - - O R E G O N

M . G . M cC O R K L E , M. D .
R ecta l S p ecia list

Piles Treated and Cured Without Operation
804-6-7-8 Selling Bldg. PORTLAND.

N o tic e  to  C red itors

Notice is hereby, given that by 
an order duly issuing out of the 
County Court for Marion County, 
Oregon, on the 18th day of August, 
1923, the undersigned were duly 
appointed -executors of the last 
W ill and Testament of Charles | 
Kreft, deceased, and that thereafter: 
the said undersigned duly quali-j 
fied as such executors. All. persons j 
having claims against said estate! 
must present same duly verified as | 
required by law to said executors 
at the office of their attorney, Elmo 
S. White, 402 Masonic Temple, j 
Salem, Oregon, within six months ( 
from the publication of this notice.

Dated this 8th day of Novem­
ber, 1923.

Carl Kreft, j
Albert Kreft, I 1Executors of the estate of Charles I 

Kreft, deceased.
Elmo S. White, 402 Masonic Tem-f 

pie, Attorney for Executors. 44-51

p R .  B . F . GIESY

Physician 
and Surgeon

Both PhonesOffice at Residence Aurora, Ore.

F O R  O V E R  40  Y E A R S
HALL’S ,CATARRH M EDICINE has been u sed  successfully in the trea tm ent
' HALL’S CATARRH M EDICINE con­sists of an Ointment which Quickly Relieves by local application, and the In ternal Medicine, a  Tonic, which acts  through the Blood on the Mucous Sur­faces, thus reducing the inflammation. Sold by all druggists.F . J . Cheney & Co., Toledo, Ohio.

MARRY IF LONELY, for results, 
try me; best and most successful 
“Home Maker;” huudreds rich wish 
marriage soon strictly confidential; 
most reliable; years of experience; des­
criptions free. “The Successful Club,” 
Mrs. Nash, Box 556 Oakland, Califor-

R A IL R 0 A D  TIM E C A R D
SOUTHERN PACIFIC 

The local depot closes on week days 
at 4:20 p. m. Holidays and Sundays 
at 10:30 a. m.

NORTH BOUND
No. 22 (on Flag)_______ ..6:46 a. m.
No. 28 (Stop)............ 9:49 a. m.
No. 18 (Stop)..------------. --- 2;11 p. m,
No. 24 (Stop)___. . . . _____16:48 p. m.

SOUTH BOUND
No. 21 (on Flag)_________ 9.09 p. m.
No. 23 (Stop)_____ . . .____ 2:11 p. m.
No. 17 (S top).......... . . . I . . .9:49 a. m.
No. 27 (on flag)..___ ____ 6:06 p. in.

Boys and Girls Earn Xmas Money 
Sell 25 packs Xmas Post j 
Cards at 10c. When soldsend j 
us $1.50 and you keep $1. 
No. work—just fun! We 
trust you. E. T. Busselle, 
Jr. Co., Salem, Ore. 43-6t

A D I O
“ All the makins” 

High Grade Materials

ALL KINDS OF TRUCKING 
at Reasonable Rates 
THEODORE RESCH,' 

Aurora, Ore. Phone 1115 
Will pay highest market price 

for Hogs.

Dr. L. T. Dick and L. M. Hum 
Chinese Medicine Company

Herbs, Flowers. Leaves, 
Buds, Larks , Stalks, Roots.

Cure any known disease
Open Sundays from 10 a. m. to 12 m.

153 South High Street
Salem, Oregon Phone 283

Let us print you some statements. J  People appreciate monthly statementsAurora Drug Store j of their account. Any business. Any-

“The Store of Quality”
A u r o r a , Or e g o n

one selling anything should have 
statements. We print and furnish 
the right kind. They do t lie work, 
too.—Observer.

WILLAMETTE VALLEY

Mortgage Loan Co.
We have funds to supply your needs for

new buildings, land clearing, or new and ad-% /
ditional equipment. Or perhaps you have a 
mortgage maturing in the near f  uture.

We loan on first mortgage security ex­
clusively and will be glad to consider your 
application.

We loan for three or five years at cur­
rent rates.

Office at Aurora State Bank


