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Susie Cupningham had been sick—
more gick at heart than anything else
—but' 80 sick that she hadn't been
able to work for days. Now she was
slowly recovering, though there was
a sad, wistful look in her eyes that
hadn't been there before her lllness
and a dull ache at her heart that
seemed as though it would never leave
her.

The trouble was that—young John
Hammond, the cashier In the office
where she had been employed and to
whom she had been engaged, had
disappeared, his accounts had been
short and there had been but & brief
word of explanation to Susle for his
conduet, It was this brief word which
had brought on Susle’s {llness.

The only message from John since
his disappearance had come to her on
a postal card on the day after he
falled to come to work. It had been
meiled from a nearby town and it
bore these words in John's unmistak-
#ble handwriting :

“Dear Susie: I've treated you pretty
roughly. Please forglve me. I was
married here today. Forget me. John."

Of course Susle hadn't belleved that
John was a thief—she dldn't yet, even
these many weeks after his disappear-
ance when the shortage still stood un-
explained agalnst his record. It was
not because of the charge of theft
against John that her {llness came, [t
was because of those words on the
posteard, "1 was married here today."

She had loved him so deeply, de
votedly, whole-heartedly. There had
never been gny man in her life save
John. Everything had looked so rosy
for them too. The little bungalow in
which they were to have llved was
nearing completion and they were just
in the midst of happlly buying furni-
ture for it when fhe blow fell,

No wonder there was a wistful look
In Susle’'s eyes, and & droop to her
young lips, and an unfading ache in
her heart,

Small wonder, too, that now, two
weeks after John's disappearance, as
Busie was getting her normal strength
back, there should be a deep and abld-
ing curlesity in her soul,

Who was It that John had married?
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It was because this curlosity de-
manded an lmmedlate answer that
Susie, as soon as she was able, went to
the neighboring town of Brampten, |
where the fatal postal card had been |
malled, and bravely mounted the steps
in the courthouse to the office of the
county clerk.

“T want to look at the marriage
license book, please,” she said to the
clerk,

The clerk, looking at her curlously,
shoved a big book across the counter
to her.

Susle covertly referred again to the |
postal card to make sure she had the |
right date when It was mailed In mind.
Then guickly she thumbed through the
pages until the proper date was found
and then went over the licenses lasued
on that day, one by one.

When, some moments later, Susle
left the courthouse there was a new
lght in her eyes and new resolution in
her step. Her curiosity was satisflied,
but in satisfying her curioslty she had
found something that she must do—a
task which she must put through as
quickly as possible,

In furtherance of this task she did
some telephoning to several different
people at a publle booth. Then, late
in the afternoon, she boarded the train
for home.

In the train she examined her postal
card from John with new Interest. She
held it to the light; she yvlewed It from
different angles, all with a new pur-
pose in mind.

At last, as ghe caught the light on
the card from a new angle, she gave a
little gasp. She had discovered some-
thing—something wery much worth
while.

Susle returned to work the next day.

Of course there were many expres-
glons of sympathy from fellow em-
ployees and from the executives, for
her story had become known In the
office on the day when she had re
cefved the postal. (Susie had promptly
fainted upon gecelving It, and the card
had then been read by the others In
the office.)

But now Susie showed little of the
effects of her illness.

At the noon hour she ate lunch
with one of her firm friends, Anna
Hahecker,

“What's new at the office, Anna?"
Susle asked. *“What are they dolng
about John? Who's dolng his work?"

“They've been trying to trace John
everywhere, but haven't got a single
hint where he Is,” sald Anna. “Otto
Duemling is dolng his work.”

Duemling had been John’s assistant
before John's disappearance, and upon
returning to the office Susle viewed

Otto with great Interest. Never before
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naa sne paid much attention to him,
but now she looked at him carefully
and thoughtfully.

She saw in Deumling a sleek young
man of not very prepossessing appeinr-
ance and no outstanding character-
isties, There wns nothing about him
that marked his personality. He was
self-effacing, very evidently efficlent,
and not very much ineclined to hob-
nob or chat with the other employees.
_All the afternoon Sugtle was busily
thinking of the task she had set for
herself. There was a certaln definite
something she must do that night, a
something which rather made her
shiver as she contemplated it.

And It was to ennble her to do this
définite something that Susie, before
leaving the office that afterncon, slyly
unfastened one of the ground floor
windows.

It was 1 o'clock that might before
Susle felt the time was propitious for
doing this thing she had decided must
be done. At that hour the night was
pitch dark—<{here was no moon—and
the town was almost wholly sllent.

Through the night Susle stole to the
window she had unfastened. Softly
ghe raised this window and crept Into
the dork office, her heart beating furl-
ously and only her determination to
go through with the tusk she had set
herself enabling her to push onward.

In the office she made her way past
the furnlture to the desk which had
heen John's.

There was i certaln locked drawer
in this desk she wanted to Investigate.

A handy, heavy envelope opener
enabled her to pry the drawer open.
Greedily she caught up the papers In
the drawer and took them to an inner
room, where she cautiously turned on
a light,

A tremulous sigh of satisfaction
came from her as she examined the
papers,

“I thought so0,” she exclaimed to
herself. “I thought so!”

But hark, what was that?

Some one was stealthily opening the
glde door Into the office.

Susie switched off the light. Fear
clutehed at her soul, What if she
should be discovered?

She heard the sound of volces and
finally made out that the intruders
were a man and a woman

She heard them move to the far end
of the room, where the vault was lo-
cated. Peering through the door she
saw the flash of a light, then heard
the sound of a clicking. The door
of the safe was being opened.

Susie, taking all her determination
and courage in hand, crept from her
hiding place Into the larger room and
down the darkened aisles toward the

nttle partitioned space where the huge
vault was located.
As she came nearer she saw that the

door of the vauit was open. She crepi
to one side and looked Into the vault,
By a candlelight held in the hand of

a man she saw that with hls com-
panion, a woman, he was opening the
drawers at the back of the wvanlt
where the firm's money was kept,

She heard the two talking distinetly.

The woman spoke first,

“It sure was locky for you that
Hamimond had to leave so suddenly,”
enld the woman.

“Sure was,” sald the man. "It was
a ggeat chance—chance of a lifetime.
Trust me to grab it. I've been afraid
his cld mother out West would cronk
before this and he'd come back before
I could get encugh money in this vault
to make It worth while to tuke it.”

“Well," =ald the woman, with a
short langh, “the stuff you've already
taken and charged up to Hammond
isn’t so bad, you know."

“Not so bad,” sald the man. *That
was a happy thought—forging that
postal and sending it to Hammond's
girl—that put the final tonch of truth
to the thing."

A wid rage surged in Susie. She
leaped at the vault door, banged it
shut and whirled the combination!

Some days later Susle wans safe In
John's arms,

“That was an outrageously clever
forgery,” John cried, locking at the
postal which had caused Susie so
much pain. “Otto intercepted the let-
ter I sent to you telling about my
mother's slckness and traced werds
from that letter onto the postal. Later
he Inked them In. It was just his
luck that there were words In the
letter which enabled him to make the
message the postal carrled.”

“Yes and then he got all the other
letters you sent me and held them ont.
I found them In his desk the night we
arrested him and that girl he was
with.”

“But what I can't understand,” said
John, “is how you got started on find-
ing out the truth.”

“Easy enough,” Susle smiled. "My
woman's curlosity tock me to Bramp-
ton to see whom you'd married. I
looked at the marriage licenses and I
called up the ministers. And I found
you Hadn't been married at all"

“And, oh, dearest,” she cried, hold-
ing him tight in her arms, "I was so
glad!”

Professional cards run regular in the
pager are $1.00 per month, or $10 per
year when in advance.
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Wouldn’t You Like to—
—Go East Through

Of course you would and by
going this way you will see most
of the beauty spots of the West.

You may join the merry makers on Cal-
ifornia's silvery strand; see the races at
TialJuana; go through Carriso Gorge and
over the Apache Trail Highway, and take
in the Mardi Gras.

Then too, you have a choice of routes:
stop-over privileges and best train service.

Ask your local ticket agent for LOW
ROUND TRIP and ONE WAY FARES,
time tables and descriptive folders or write

General Passenger Agent, Portland, Ore,

““The Sunshine Way 'Cross U. 5. A.”
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JOHN M. 8CUTT,

If you have anything to be hauled,
If you have anything to be shipped,
If you have anything to be transferred
to or from Portland,

Call E. M. HURST

Portland Telephone Broadway 7660
Portland Office: 73 Front Street

Baggage at Dock or Depot in Portiand carefully

looked after.
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Brazil Nuts
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Goodards Extra Cut String Beans, 6 cans 95¢

Squash Pumpkin 3 cans 45¢

Aluminum Roasters
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Will-Snyder Co.

“THE STORE OF MERIT”
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. 15¢ lb.

$1.85
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AURORA MEAT MARKET

An Up-to-date Sanitary Meat
Market that handles every-
thing bestin meats
fresh and cured.

OPEN EVENINGS DURING HARVEST SEASON

WURSTER BROS. Aurora, Qregon |

People to Get
Acquainted With
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Oregon for Oregon, Patonize Your Home Company

Ask for Or;;n Products

OREGON MAEKES IT

Oregon Industries Deserve Oregon
Patronage
Everytime you buy an article made

{in Oregon, you are helping to employ

Oregon people in the manufaecturing
ef Oregon goods. You are keeping
Oregon money in Oregon, A campaign
is on in the interest of ““Oregon Mdde
(Goods,”” and ‘‘Oregon Industries.’’
It is more than worthy—an idea that
means meney to you. Look at the
label

BRASS. BRONZE, COP-
PER, and ALUMINUM

For any purpose
OREGON BRASS WORKS

Portland, Oregon

~ “Tops ’em All”

Tops Recovered $12,.50 to $40.00

Oregon Auto Top Co.
14th & Couch Sts, Portland, Ore.

Painless Dentistry
DR. E. H. PREHN
Molalla, Oregon
The home of good dentistry

At Monitor on Thursdays

made.

FIRE & AUTO INSURANCE
Assets over 31,000,000
Pacific States

Fire Insurance Company
of Portland, Oregon

BOTTLE
4 FEEDING

will be successful Af
Deonnos, the milk modl-
- fler, Is used. Doctors

endorse Dennoa, At
Sample on request.

DENNOS FOOD CO.

Portland, Ore,

LOUIS WEBERT

Notary Public

Fire Insurance
AUROKA - OREGON

r

Sbbdobddd

Robert R. Rankin

Attorney at Law
Offices with
The First National Bank of Aurora
and
508 Platt Bldg., Portland, Ore.

20000000000009900000000009
W. H. ASQUITH

AINTIING
APER HANGING §

All Wirk Neatly Done
Aurora - Oregon
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Feed Store, Wholesale & Retail

Always carry the following feeds on hand
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and get a box of the New
Giant Stumping Powder.
170 sticks to the

Guaranteed stick for

box.

stick with any powder

$8.50 Per Box
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Dairy Feeds

Mill Run

Bran

Shorts

Middlings
Molaso-O-Meal
Milk Builder
Molassine

0. C. M. Ground Feed
. Calf Meal (4 brands)
i Alfalfa Meal

Beet Pulp

Cocoanut Meal
Cotton Seed Meal
Linseed Oil Meal
Soya Bean Meal

Hay
Clover, Alfalfa, Timothy,
Cheat and Straw
Hog Feeds

Barley, whole, ground, rolled
Corn, whole, cracked, ground
Qats, whole, rolled, ground

Poultry Feeds

Egg Builder
Buttermilk Egg Mash
Serateh Feed
Developing Mash
Sperry’s Surelay
Ground Bone
Charcole

Fish Meal

Grit, Fine and Coarse
Meat Meal (609,
Eastern Oyster Shell
Dryed Buttermilk
Corn, Whole, Cracked, Gr'nd.
Wheat

Oats, White and Gray

Flour

Sperry’s Drifted Snow
Olympic

Del Monte Flour
White Down
Buckwheat

Graham

Corn Meal

Rolled Oats

Warehouse Phone 9

AURORA.

D L T T e T b
AT LU D T S e S S ————— T

Residence Phone 26

OREGON




