Inherit Large
Sum i£l 5 Years

$8,795,641,889 From 42,230
Estates Left to Fortunate
Heirs in That Time.

UNGLE SAM TAKES HIS SHARE

Inheritance Tax Collected by the
United States Treasury From
1916 to 1922 Totals Sum
of $351,138,323.
Washington.—Inheritances as a sub-
ject of imagination and discusgion
never lose their glamour. For this
reason the cold statistics of the in-
ternal revenue bureau, recording the
bare facts of the estates which are
transmitted in the United States, are
of absorbing interest. No personal
details are to be found, because, un-
der the law, no such facts may be dl-

vulged.

The figures do not reveal how the
fortunes were bequeatbed. They tell
no stories of newsboys who helped old
ladies gacross crowded streets and
later woke up millionaires because the
old ladies on their deathbeds remem-
bered the kind deeds.

Billions Go to Heirs.

What the figures do show is that in
the period from September, 1016, to
Janpary, 1922, the latest for which
statistles have been compiled, 42230
estates passed to fortunate heirs. The
total sum Dbequeathed staggers the
imagination. . It amounted to $8,755,-
641,589, The average Individual would
consider himself lucky If his morning
mail informed him that some old
uncle's will had left him $1,000. But,
within this brief period 2nough
money was inherlited to make 8,785
millionaires. The sum, if averaged
among the reciplents, would give each
a fortune of abeut 3$200,000, which
Is enough for a man to llve upon all
his days. Forty-two thousand persons,
enough to populate a good-sized city,
all were made rich through Inherit-
ance in this period. »

The beneficiary does not get the
whole amount of the bequest, for the
stern-visaged treasury tax-gatherer
steps in and takes a share which, in
gome casés, s as much 'as one-fifth,
The total tax paid on these bequests
of nearly £9,000,000,000 was $3051,138,-
823. The smaller estates bring . the
average down so that for the whole
bulk the rate was ouly 6.49 per cent
on an.average, or an average tax of
only §9,607.35 per estate. 'Tle bhlg
estates are those which pay the great-
est taxes, For Instance, the average
tax paid on the estates In the group
of §10,000,000 and over, was more than
$4,000,000.

It is a curious fact that the benefi-
claries of wills greatly dislike to give
up to the tax collector any part of
the sum inherited, In spite of the fact
that it is practically a gift for swhich
no labor has been performed.

The inheritance tux is levied on net
estates, that Is, what remainsg after
the deductions permissible nunder the
tax laws are made. The estutes listed
in the perlod under review were
brought down to a net figure of $5,-
407,673,531 and the tax levied upon
that sum,

Many Deductions Allowed.

Deduetions are of various charae-
ters. Imn the first place there is =&
specific deduction. of $50,000 for all
estatés and no one who leaves less
than that sum has his beguests cur-
talled by the tax.

For the period under review there
were 5,643 such estates having a gross
value of $437,471,290. ¢

The statutory deductions include
chariiable, public and similar be-
quests. These took $204,491,687 from

L

the taxable total during the 1016-1922
period. The law provides that prop-
erty recently inherited by the dece-
dent and whieh, therefore, has recent-
ly paid an inheritance tax may be ex-
empted,. The amount coming within
this category was $G7,582,902.
Funeral expenses, debts unpaid at
the time of death, and the expenses
of the administration of estates may
be deducted from the net or taxable
estate. These deduetions in this
period reached a total of $1,083.408,-

174. It is presumed a large part of
this billion was consumed by the
classification “administrative ex-
penses.”

During this 1916-1922 period there
were some estates which must have
been equal to the treasure of the
Count of Monte Cristo. Twenty-three
inheritances were In a ¢lass deseribed
as “"$10,000,000 and over.” How great
are the sums the short word “over”
covers s not reyealed, but gome of
these estates must have been vast for
a tax of $92,106,148 was paid on them,
an average of more than $4,000,000
each, The gross total of the 23 es-
tates was 8§566,637,605—more than
balf 'a billion.

The millionaire class s sufficiently
numerous to furnish plofs for no end
of romantic stories of wills and heirs.
In the class listed as bequeathing
$750,000 to $1,000,000 were 382 dece-
dents, leaving property worth $3906,-
427,816, —Frederic J. Huskin in the
Chicago Daily News.

SHE KEEPS ON WORKING
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Although she huas just been made
heiress to $25,000 on condition that
she marries, Miss Ruth BSpanier of
Corona, L. L, does not Intend to give
up the selling of bread, rolls and pies
in her mother's stove just to get the
money. A few days ago she received
Information that she had been named
as one of the beneficiaries in the will
of her wuncle. Miss Spanler, who I8
twenty-one years <ld, llves with her
mother in Corona, where they have
conducted a bakery since the death of
Mr, Spanier last spring,

Lee Hichway Is

Making Progress

“Main Street of the South” Gets
Financial Aid From States
and Counties.

IS WONDERFUL SGENIC ROUTE

Will Afford Coast to Ccast Highway
Transportation to at Least 15,000,-
000 People—Every Mile May
Now Be Used,

Washington, I). O—Recent action

by & county in Oklahoma in voting a

bond issue of several hundred thou-
sand dollars to construct a link in the
Lee highway is concrete evideénce of
the enterprigse iwhieh is to give the
country another transcontinental road.
It is a demonstration of the kind of
co-operation on the part of states and
counties that insures success to the
project fostered by edhe organization
known as the Lee Hjghway associa-
tion.

This great artery of travel by motor
has been termed the Southern BMain
Street of the United States. Its pro-
moters assert that It will be the finest
St'.l;‘ni(‘,‘ route from coast to coast as
well as the shortest. From Washington
to San Diego, Cal, it will measure
3,000 miles, which is 300 miles less
than any other route. Eventually, it
is sald, the Lee hizhway will be ex-
tended from Washington to New York
city and from San Diego to San Fran-
eiseo, giving it a total length of 3,700
miles.

It is estimated that the road will
afford highway transportation to at

least 15,000,000 people, approximately

one-seventh of our continental popula-
tion. This will contribute materially
to the development of a zone at least
100 miles wide throughout its entire
length., This is regarded as of far

Brother and Sister Reunited =
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After 27 years of separation,

since each

was taken from un orphan

asylum and adopted by a different family, Mrs, Wm. Schlessinger und her

brother, Frank Alle, were reunited the other day.
electrical engineer, did not know of the existence of

The brother, a Detroit
is sister, who lived

in Chicago, and the union was only made possible when the State Bank of
Chicapo started search for Ahle, who had been made heir to his foster-father's

estate.

The brother and sister aré now searching for their father, who was

divorced from thelr mother prior to thelr being placed in the orphan asylum.,

EE R R P B N BB E N E S ERYS

He Whistles Souls
Away From Satan

Belfast.—Whistllng in church
instead of singing, ag a stimulant
of the religlous spirit, has been
introduced at revival meetings
here by Rev. W. Nicholson,

He insizts on the men in his
congregation whistling die well-
known hymns, and leads them
through all the verses untll he is
satisfied that they are putting
their heart into It.

The effect of several
men ull whist]
er ear-plercing, ™ :
them up to a fervor which e
revivalist turns to good account.
He claims to number his con-
verts by the thousand.

more importance than the faeility 1t |

will offer to tin-canners and other
tourists to travel from the Atlantic to
the Pacific through much of the most
beautiful scemery in the country as
well as over a comparatively easy
roadway.

Every Mile May Now Be Used.

Every mile of the road is now a con-
nected up highway, they announce, and
can be traveled any day in the year—
in, fact, it Is all In dally use. It Is
estimated that approximately 80 per
cent of it is graded and that all the
necessary bridges and culverts have
Been constructed. Some of this road-
way is of the type known as waters
bound macadam, but this will be re-
placed ultimately with sclentifically
built pavement. - 8

From almost every county seat along
the line there Is a stretch of this mod-
ern pavement extending in either (i-
rection and In some instances this per-
manent roadway 18 continuous for 200
miles. There are, of course, breaks in
its continuity, but the association is
now negotinting a  construction pro-
gram under which the road authorities
of the varlous states and counties will
co-operate to close all the gaps. It Is
hoped that this can be accomplished
within the next two years, assuming
that conditions continue favorable,

The Lee highway runs southwest
from Washington, traversing “he valley
of Virginia, tlience west to c¢ross the
Mississippl river at Memphis. From
Memphis it runs to Little Roek, Ark,,
and follows the maenificent Red River

| valley of southern Oklahoms, then on

throngh western Texas, southern New
Mexico, Arizona and California to San
Diego.

The route from the Mississippi on is
practically one of the five transcontl-
nental lines surveyed by order of con-
gress during the period Immediately
preceding the Civil war when it was
realized that the territory gained as a
result of the Mexiean war and by the
acquisition of Callfornla could only be
consolidated through lines of trunspoe-
totion linking the Paeifie coast to the
Mississippl valley and thenece with the
Atlantie seaboard,

The Lee highway follows beautiful
rivers and streams for more miles than
any other road in the world, it Is

claimed, and offers a combination of |

mounfain and valley seenery of un-
usual beauty and variety.

Along with the constructlon of the
road the Lee Highway association pur-
poses the carrying on of an educution-
al campaign in which the history, geog-
raphy, literature, Industrles, natural

resources and attractions of the zone
traversed by the highway will be made!

generally known.
“seeing

This will fit into the
America first” propaganda.

ﬁ#
Turks welcoming to Constantineple the new nationalist military governor, Refet Pasha. IHe is passing under a
feifimphal arch, and at the moment the photograph was tuken women were being trampled down by the frenzied

crotwd.

;Kfricé Is

But One of “Great Misunder-
standings” Is Conclusion of
Phelps-Stokes Commission.

POTENTIAL STRENGTH IS VAST

Afier Ten Months of Intensive Study,
Experts Declare That Natives Are
| Worthy Best Efforts of the
Warld.

Il

W York.—After a ten months’ in-
Ve study of the hygiénie, eco-
¢; social and religious condition
He native African, an international
ission of experts in edueational
d pilssionary work has reaclied the
olision that Africa is the “Conti-
of  @reat Misundergtandings”
#ithan the “Dark Continent,” and
ithe country’s wvast poteniial
ith in raw materials and the de-

hiiont of its native peoples should
B lisized instead of

§:
than 25,000 miles ' through
south and equatorigl Africa
traversed by the commission dur-
ing [Ite fall of 1920 and following win-
| ter, scores of sehools and missions sup-
ported by churches of Ameriea and
Europe visited, Colonial officials and
European traders consulted and native
chiefs' interviewed in the first effort
ever made to secure a comprehensive
survey, :

The personnel of the commission in-
cluded Dr. Thomas Jesse Jones, chair-
man, writer of the official report, who
is director of education of the Phelps-
Stokes fund; James Emman Kwegyir
Aggrey, member of the Fanti tribe of
the Gold Coast; Dr. Henry Stanley Hol-
lenbeck of Wisconsin, for twelve years
4 medical misslonary; Mp, and Mrs,
Arthur W. Wilkie of Scotland, mis-
sionaries of the United I'ree Church of
Scotland, and the Rev. John T. Tucker
of the Canadian Congregational Board
In Angola, Leo A. Itoy of New York
City, an expert in industrial education,
serveil as secretary.

The report says: “Of the many mis-
cenceptions that still tend to limit the
Investment of ecapital in African In-
dustry and agriculture, to hamper the
efforts of colonlal governments and dis-
courage the support of missions, there
are four of such Impeortance as to re-
quire conslderation In any effort to
evaluate the educational possibilities.
|The first of these misunderstandings
| relutes to the wealth of resources and
Inat:ur:il scenery; the second is con-
| cerned with the healthifulness of the

continent and the promlising possihill-

ties of sanitary Improvement ; the third '

has to do with the improvability of the
African people; the fourth with Euro-
pean and American influences.”
Wonderful Physical Resources.
Dr, Jones polnts out that the im-
| mense and wvarled physical resources
Iof Africa are praectically unknown fo
the civillzed world, largely beecause
| the researches so far made have been
for private or government use and
the results have not been published.
“There is sufficlent evidence of poren-
dal wealth,” he says, “to convince
the most skeptical that Africa is the
undeveloped treasure honse of the
world.” The diamond fields of Kim-
berly, the gold ridge of Johannesburg,

tanga copper plateaus of Belgian Con-

|go are ecited as specifie instances of

the couniry’s natural wedlth, Hvery
colony is said to have some of the
precious metals In forms and quanti-
ties profitable for commerce. A num-
ber of colonles, also the Republic of
Liberia, have immense quantities of
water power. The forest and agrl-
cultural possibillties have searcely
been touched and anlmal husbandry is
even less developed.

“Africa's reputation for unhealth-
fulness was the result of the ftragiec
experlence of (hose who entered the

continent without knowledge of con-

Not

: ‘Dark Continent’

ditlons or Indlfferent to the hardships
always attending the entrance of
pioneers into a new field,"” the report
sets forth. *“A falr comparison of
Afriea with other parts of the world
will undoubtedly show that Africa
will respond to modern methods of
sanitation in exaetly the same way
us continents of similar climate, eco-
nomic and social conditions.”

In further discusgion on the health-
fulness of Afriea, Doctor Jones makes
the following comment: “Idven in the
lower levels where mosquitoes and
tsetse flies have been a menace to
health. and life missionaries, mer-
chants and government oflicials are
living with considerable safety and
comfort, Members of the education
commission were repeatedly impressed
by the sight of Ruropeans and Ameri-
cans who have llved in these regions
for many yeurs.

“In one Amerlean mission station,
just where the Congo river crosses
the equutor, the commission saw feur
American families with seven children,
all in good health. In another station

on the lower Congo were two Ameri-

n missionaries: and.their wives who

have served an average of forty yeurs

in that region which is notorious for
malaria and sleeping sickness. Near-
by was also a station of Jesuit Fathers
and Brothers who had lived in the
region for over twenty-flve years.

“The health experience of the com-
mission is most reassuring to travel-
ers in Africa. This party of Ameri-
cans and BEuropeans, with one native
African, traveled 25,000 miles for ten
months In coast and interior regions
absolutely without illness from any
African cause. The only precautions
required were belmets in the tropics.
daily quinine in malarial regions and
boiled drinking water where the sup-
ply was not supervised.”

“The improvability of the African
people 1s clearly shown by thelr re-
sponse to the efforts of missions, gov-
ernments and commerical organiza-
tions, Africans oceupy positions of
importance in every colony visited.
There are physiclans, lawyers and
ministers who have completed the re-
quirements of Buropean universities.
While the number is small, it is suf-
ficient to prove the capacity of the
people. The clerical tasks of govern-
ment, industry and commerce are very
largely entrusted to young African
men. The mechanleal operations on
railroads and in construction are more
and more being taken over by African
workkmen. Every milssion gives em-
phatie testimony to the value of the
native teachers and ministers. In view

FIGURES IN HALL CASE

the coal mines of Rhodesia, the Ka- |

:
|

oo Qi

Mrs. Nellle Leo Russell, colored,
who lives near the scene of the double
murder of Rev. Dr. Hall and Mrs.
Eleanor Mills, cholr singer, in New
Jersey, attacks the story of Mrs. Gib-
son by stating that Mrs. Gibson was Iin
her .(Mvs, Rlussell's) presence at the
very hour that Mrs. Gibson asserts
she was on her mule and witnessing
the events leadlr- to the murder.

7-Ounce Hen Lays,
but Cannot Cackle

Port Orehard, Wash.—What Is
believed to be the smallest pro-
ductive hen in the country Is
owned by Glen Miller of this
place. The chicken was one of
a brood of Rhode Island pullets
hatched early in the year. Out of
15, 12 were riormal size and the
odd one never grew larger than
seven ounces. Today this dimin-
utive hen, smaller than the tinl-
est bantam, is trying to lay eggs
a8 industriously as Its sisters.
The dwarf hen is healthy, well-
formed, but cannot cackle. It
has lald three eggs about a half-
inch thick so far.

J of the inadegquacy and lack of adapta-

tion of educational faclllties it is great-
ly to the credit of the native African
that he has been able to achieve the
succeess observed in every colony.

“Nor are the possibilities of the
Africans to be judged only by those
who have entered the ranks of ecivil-
Izatlon, whether in Afrlea, Europe or
America. ‘An adequate study of those
who are still in barbarie and primitive
stages will more and more reveal the
faet that the present condition of the
masses of the African people is nor-

i angh comparuble with other peo-
pl'és at tl same stage of development.
THelr foi-lore, their handierafts, thelr
pative muide, their forms of govern-
ment, their linguistle powers, ull are
substantial evidences of thelr capacity
to respond to the wise approaches of
civillzation o that they may share
in the development of the African con-
tinent.”

The progress of all peoples is de-
pendent upon co-operative relation-
ships with other peoples, and the in-
fluence of the white race on Africa has
so far been, on the whole, good, are
opinions of the commission expressed
in the report In discussion of “Euro-
pean and American influences) Ex-
tracts on the subject follow:

White Influence,

“Some have thought that the in-
fluences of FKuropeans and Americans
have been more for evil. than for good.
Some have thought that it would have
been better to leave the Afriean in his
natural condition. Few have realized
the importance of the movements that
have been started and the changes
that have been wrought., Tt must be
stated that many mistakes have been
made and many Injustices have been
perpetrated. In some sections the
Africans have suffered tragically at
the hands of selfish white exploiters.
Hyil influences originated by white
people still persist in too many parts
of Africi, It is, however, the em-
phatie convictlon of the education
commission that the gains that have
come to Africa throngh the white man
are far greater than the losses.

“Among the most convincing evl-
dences of this conviction are those ob-
talned from a study of the portions of
Africa now ruled by European nations,
The elements of life that reflect the
changes Introduced by the white
groups have been the improvement of
physical well-being, including the de-
erease of sickness and death and the
attendant suffering; the deerease and
often the elminatfon of the power of
witcheraft, a form of oppression ex-
ceedingly general and cruel; the over-
throw of Inter-tribal slavery, the de-
velopment of friendly relations among
tribes formerly hostile; the extension
of the economic benefits of the coun-
try to all tribes and the ~pening of the
doors of clvilization to those who were
formerly limited to the narrow com-
pass of their tribes, i

“Afrlea is overwhelmingly rural and
the great mass of her people will al-
ways live close to the soll and derive
their sustenance from the products of
the soil; but they require more than
fnstruction in agriculture and animal
husbandry. Personal hygiene and
community sanltation, the simple
handierafts of the kraal or tribal wvil-
lage, an appreclation of privacy in
home life and decency in dress, leader-
ship In developing sultable recreation
for the use of lelsure time, an appre-
ciation of thelr own Hhlstory, folk-lore
and musie.,” Such 1s the eurriculum of
an “adapted” education which the re-
port proposes.

.--_\




