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JOYFUL

OH, THE

ITALIAN GLIMATE

Abas, the early spring! shouts the
miners of this camp.

More snow! walls the ranchers of
the lower valleys.

Livger, liuger, oh winter, in the
Inp of spring! Incantates the wmer-
chants and business meu of Sumpter,
who know on whioh slde their ocom
ergJal bread Is buttered.

‘“‘Rotten romds!'' grumble the

tenmstors between guashing of teeth.
‘““There woun't be enough snow

sklos —ae benutifully blue as ever
bent ap szure arch over a sunoy
Neopolitun bay: of a ssnguine sun,
blazing ite rose-dawn way over the
eastern poaks, sailing majestically
uthwart a cloudless sky, and burning
sn orspge and pink and rose and
blood-red path down the western end
of the world, leaving & oalm pight
and &« memory of a glowing, warm,
peaceful, wonderful day.

Nut soon will it be forgotten that
on the 23rd duy of February, in the

water this year to make s whiskey | year 1005 of our sweet contempt for

chawer,

walls ths placer miners from | |ess

fuvored c¢limes, school boys

Sparta to Canyon, ‘‘and our glaoty played marbles in the glad sunshive,
will Ilny idle and our slulce boxes be | yobins saug thelr watin luys, mead-

empty. "’ low larks, full-throated, bathed the air

“Unless more suow fulls in the §, wonderously sweet melody in
hills, our altulta crops will be|welcome to spring, while over all
fizzlew,'" fs the melaucholy plaiot | gy Itailan sky, and a flower-land sun
of the walley farmers, ‘‘and our hung like gentle spirits, lost in «
spads will be baked in the ground voyage frou some faraway Pucific
and our green peas be as  yollow | jule, where soft-lappiung waves ware
us the New York World." "Hquid  supshine, and where sploy-

**Now is the time to swim the pup, |
‘cause the pond ain't frozen up,"’
chortles the timely ‘‘pote. "’

Naver-—sluce Mount Haldy wus a
hole in the ground, since the Im-
mortal Heo wns s ouuine lofant,
since the morning sturs sang their
symphonio lullaby to u vatsl world

hus there been such n winter ny
this one of 19045, ““Winter'' is
n misnomer, It has besn a  per
potunl  May-day-— continuous
vaudeville with  April JHonsy  und
lumbe, sud June bogs, and summer
supsine splreits  and  falries, and
humid moonlight troles aud gnomes
nnd  dwergs, w8  chiof  perforwers
in  the atwmospheriec awnd  meteoro.
loglonl comedy.  Of course, there has
been snow, und freezes, aud wmddeon
sub-z2ero stunts of the thermometer,
and Arctio mornlogs, when to hop
out of bed and kindle n tire, colothed
tn the disnmphonious drapery of
single plece robe de nuit, with the
meroury flirtiug outrageously with
the bulb st the end of the tube, bas
beesn provooutive of Luugunge - spell-
od with a capital “'L."" Likewise,
there have been bursted wuter plpes,
and empty oonl bins und vacant
woodsheds. Such thiugs are inevit.
suble ln » town which nestles between
the shoulders of the Blue rauge of
mountuins, towering D000 fost
nbhove the clum benches of the Pacitio,
sod locuted ut the nltimute extremity
of a fuvwel-like vulley  which
gnthers ull the wintry winds within
resch and shuunts them tu one ohilly
blust through tne little end of the
funuel.  Long will live the memory
of that cold suap o the early part of
this month, which started from the
aother side of the Arotie  elrele,
whistled for u clear track, opeued the
throttle to the lwmit, overlooked ull
wauy stutiops, aud Innded in  the
Blue Mountaine with a whoop aund
roar that fuirly froze the the sap in

wll the piue trees,  Buldy lake froze
wolid, it i seid, sod split & wide
crack o the Grant county divide,

Lo w water plteber eraoks oo o cold
night.

On the other band, futurs his-
torinns will record the story writteu
on the obverse side of the colu.
Memory will ever retalo & record of
tawlmy, sunshiuy days: of clear blue

soonted son-winds walt fragrance from
the dream-like world beneath the
Southern Cross.

All of which ls very nice, of
course; but it don't buy anything--
that it, it's too much like a temper-
unee sermon ot a brewers' pionio,
or an Orsugemun in a St. Patriok’s |
Duy parade. What the materialistio
miniog mun and teamsters and valley
farmers  and merchants with goods
to sell and deliver to mountain
onmps want —und waot pretty bad
In snow, and plenty of It. They
don't want rosds hbub-deep with
mud just yot anwhile; nor do they
find anybting at all pleasiog o
the prospect of a snow-water short-
uge this summer for placer wmioing
and irvigation,  Of course, some of
the valley farmers are batural-born
poets, aud oan go out in the cowyard
these duys and bathe io the mellow
sunshine, and listen to melodious
oarolling of the dicky bird on the
worm fence, sioging o & spasm of
spring-fever eocstucy and scratebhiog
its  neck for very joy. But the
pl wsurable emotions felt at first by
such & poet-furmer will soon yive
pluce to scowls, as be piotures dry
irrigation ditebes, slok-looking cab-
bage putches, ot cetern, ot cet,, et,

But the out-and-out post, who
possesses o placer mine, nor polato
patebl, nor ore-hauling contract, sings
yo-ho for the glud springtime, and
the foe ltalian olimate, and the
cerulean sky, and wob,

What & pity that such siokenlugly

| matorinl things as irrigating ditohes

uid hydruulio ginots and muoky roads
should intervene in a full apprecia-
tion of a short winter and a besutl-
fully eurly spring.

' Chinese Miners in British Columbla.

It has beon found impossible to

suvoessfully work hydranlico mines in |

many portions of British Columbia at
the prices paid for white labor, aud
in conssquence an effort is to be made
ugain neat senson to introduce Chi-
nese lubor in the bydraulic mines at
Atlin, o the northern section of that
provines, A few years ago & pumber
of Jupunese were taken ioto the dis-
triot for this purpose, but in coonse-
quence of the determined opposition
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of the local miners’' unions the mine
owners were compelled to abandon
their inteution in the matter, Since
the conditions have cousiderably
changed, tnere belng far fewer white
minerr in the distriot than furmerly,
while 1t has been clearly shown that
it is not possible to profitably operate
many of the Atlin hydraulic prop-
vrties without largely reducing the
cost of lnbor. Under these circum-
stapves, reports Cousul Smith at
Victoria, B. U., it Is probable that
there will be less opposition to the
sontemplated employment of Chinese
labor, partioularly as it is proposed
to increase the wages of white miners
now in the distriot, who will be
employed as foremen or overseers.

Opp Mine a Big Producer.

Reports come from the Opp mine
that the pew 10-stamp mill lately
erected and put in operation at that
mine 18 turning out the gold at a rate
that i4 extremely satisfactory to the
owners, With a force of twenty meun
an average of thirty-five tons of ore
is milled per day and the gold pro-
duced in close up to #8200 a day. On
a recent cleanup after u 15 day's
run, #1600 was tuken from the_plates
and coucentrates were suved that
would yield #1500 and no elean-up
of the mortars was made, whioh
always hold conslderable gold,

This miue, which is Jocuted 30
miles from Grant's Pass and a mile
and a  balf from Jucksounville, fs!
owned by J. W. Qpp, Dr. J. I
Reddy aud 1. T, Perry, who huave a
close corporation kuown us the Opp
mining company. No stock of this
company is for smle wond nove was
g)ld to instull the mill, the capital
being supplied by these gentlewaen,
The bullding was erected for 20
stamps and the other 10 stamps are
to be put in at Lo didant day, bul
the owuery prefer to wait until such
time us they oun meet the expense
without involving themselves too
heavily, for they plan to have the
mill pay its way and not bave n big
lot of stock ont with the owners
clumoring for dividends before the
mine is in perfect working order, —
Rogue River Courler,

New Mineral Worth $1.50 a Pound.

A new mineral, valued at 8150 per
bundred weight, has been discovered
in Ceylon. The faut is recorded in
the report on the results of the min-
eral survey in the island, just issued,

whioh states that a sumple which
wus upposed to be ursoinite, or|
pitohblende, proves, ou complete

aoalysis, to be n new mineral, which
it is proposed to name ‘‘thorisuite,’’
Its principal coustituent is oxide of
thorium, of which it contains 76,22
per cent, an amount far higher than
that of sy mineral known hitherto,
Thoria, which is used in the maun-
faoture of incandescent gas mantles,
is sonree, and is at present chiefly
extracted from the monazite sands
ot Brazil., *‘Thorianite,'’ adds the
report, is also a radiative, and a foot.
note to the report states, oo the au-
thority of Sir William Ramsay, that
radium is present in the mineral, aud

that it furnished cousiderable quan |

tities of hellum,

Pumps for the 1. X. L.

Manager Fred T. Kelly, of the 1.
X. L. miuve, iv the Greenhorus, an-
ounces that ke will leave for Chicago
in a few days to purcase a new pump-
ing plant, to bavdle the beavy flow of
water at this mine. Pendivg the in-
stallation of the new pumps,work has
been suspended.

| & disadvantage in a contest with

STANDARD OIL A
STANDING MENAGE

About tweunty years ago in a con-
' gressional investigation the methods
of the Standarg Oil company, then in
its vigorous infanoy, were lald bare.
The rapid rise to power and affluence
of an obsoure corporation; the mys-
terious faliure of established refiner-
les, and how men who had been
wealthy and who had given employ-
went to many operatives found their
trade leaving them without knowing
how or why: the unac:ountable
prosperity of this uew ocompany; its
offers to buy out its rivale, rejected
at first and then reduced offers we-
ocepted—nall these Lhinge were die-
olosed.

Other refluere bad complained of
the rallroads of discriminations,
but the answer to these compluints
was to show the books aud prove that
the freight rates were the same. Then
cume the floml exposure of the
seoret rebates, which the ocompany
bad obtained by various methods,
#and which had ennbled the Standard
to ruin ite rivals and take possession
of the oil trade of the United
States. All these things were de-
soribed o & series  of articles
written for the San at the time by
the lute Willlam L. Wilvon.

# When we counsider the enormous
power and wealth of this corpora-
tion we ure forced to believe that
evenh the United States, the most
powerful country in the world, is ut
it.
{ The compauy controls the produe-
tion, the manufuctare and distribu-
tion of about two-thirds of the out-
put of American petroleum and its
products. It osn crush out any rival
in apy busivess with the utmost
ense. It fixes its own prices and its
|uwu terms when it buys or sells, It
(van employ the ablest members of
|tho Ameriocan bar to attend to its law
fbusiness; If there aure vebnul Jegis-
Ilutuwu or venal congressmen it has
| mouney to buy them; it can for cerail-
| ronds to dn its bidding.

| After speuding williony in the ex-
| teusion of ite business, buildiug pipe
'lines and woguiring oil Helds for the
'future, it ditributes from $40,000,-
000 to #456,000,000 a year to its
{shareholders. The shares are hel |l
by a few milllopeires, who wmie
idlrooton in the compaony, and their
dividends enable them to asoquire
| by parchase of stock for invest-
rment the ecountrol of bavks, of trust
(companies, of railroads, of every
[agency of power whioch the dreaws
‘0! avarice may suggest. And these
'millions so iovested anoually in

(vurious  eunterprises  yield other
!mlllluus. and thus & vast amouot
‘of the wealth of the ocountry is

'golug 1wto the hands of a few men,
'sud with this weslth a proportion
lof power and iv fluence which it iy
{pot wholesome to the body politie
(that & few men should weild, —
 Baltimore Suu,

- Ore Exhibit In Racket Store.

l Tom Gray and Joe Reed today
|closed a deal for the building om
Mill street, formerly occupied by the
Runket store, in which to install the
permanent ore exhibit, Mrs. Hickok
iv the agent for the property and
signed a lease for two years, with the
' priviege of extending it for avother
'year. Carpeuters are now at work
in the building getting it ready for
the ore,




