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PROSPEGTOR AND
HIS GRUBSTAKE

The prospector starts all mining,
He is gevernlly the poor miner,
Sometimes he is an amateur who
takow & man with bim, lured by the
possibility of discoveriog riches, He
seules the mountaing and follows up
the wgulehen. Finding flunt,  the
problem is to find its home. The
hunt is generanlly fraught with hard.
ships, nud n great trinl to  putience,
Yot it muy be made n summer outing
in the mountanis, snd smuteurs cun
put in » summer with profit and
plensure,  All  the diswoveries of
precious metal ever made were mnde
by the hardy, persovering and hope
ful prospector,

He iv nlwuys poor. He will gen
ernlly make his grub the while by
washiog gold from xome guleh,  HBut
ho wust have grob,  He sesks some
friend, wmwnyhe his storekeeper, (o
advauce his grub  for un interest,
ate thivd to one halt  interest, 1o all
clnims he Joeates,  He Hnds 8 ledge,
loentes it, with his own wod grub-
staker's nwme nud Interedt,  Then he
sinks n ten foot hole, Thisn  gen
ornlly ends the grabstake, and a new
donl I8 pecessary to continne work,
unless the ore will pay for fturther de
velopment Hence thero nre strand
ed prospects all over the mountaine,

When rich ore s discovered neur
the surfnee, the reward comes quickly
to both propsector sid  grubstuker,
Tubor, of Leandville, war out oun his
grubstake #17, when rich earbonate
was struck o the lattle Pittsbumg, in
which he bad one third interest, and
mude him » millionnire, There are
wany other notable cnses, A grub.
stake continot should be recorded us
sncurity sgninst dishonesty, left his
ponesty run ngnint » bonunza discoy.
ery. T'he Robert K. Leo mine, of
Loadville, aftord« two  importaut
points of law.  One Sigubuas, o team
stur, wrabwtaked w prospector,  When
this mine becnme fumons he delcover
ed that it was the st loeation  his
prospector lceated,  He had sold out
sud sn fuvocent  parly  purohased,
They had to compromise with Nign
Lus wt one third ioterest, slthough
entitled to one-half. They could not
avold the rerorded contraet,

Iun this ssme mine another oom
promise bad to be mede, Another
intwrest waus inherited by ths widow
of one of the secondury owners,
Sbhe pluesd it with ber attorney to
sell. He ropresented thut he had
an offer of #5,000 for it, and recom
mended its  weceptanee.  He took
the desd to himself, although others
were interested,  When it had be
come famous, she thought she had
ben decelved, though it was then
worth no wmore.  She was vidiug o »
stuge conch o Wisconsin, There
wore sotie men talkiog of wines, and
she told them how she wus beuten Ly
her wttorpey,  Oue was o luwyer, He
asked  her  seversl  questions,  He
otfered to bring suit to 1ecover the
funterest for a contingent  fee The
case wis heara before Judge Dillon,
He gave her judgment for the o
terpst. AD attorney can nvot bay
bie cliout's property,

A npotably lucky fud was the
Bassick., He was mueking his way
over a rapge to his home., He sut
down on # tock to redt,  Some sinall
stones lny before him, wud he broke
suwe of them, They provid to be
geodes glistening with gold.  He was
on a chimney of ore that realized
him #500,000 juj e few montbs,

Goldfleld probably affords more not.
able cases of such Andy, with little
work, than aony other cump.

The cunse of Thomas F. Walsh s
perhaps the most remarkable on re.
cord, He was broke, although a
populur laodlord in Lesdville. He|
went to San Juan distriet to pros-
pect, He was pointed to a prospect
up & mountain, in sight, with a
goodly dump, and told he conld buy
it for n thousand dollars. He sampled |
some ore that looked so much line |
common rock it had never been |
nsnyed before, He got a short bond |
on it, and paid for it off the dump, l
He sold the mine for #&5,L00,000., |
This should tesch the prospector to|
nesny auythiog peculiar, '

When a prospector finds a good |
ledge he hnd better develop it mul'
not try to cover the whole coununtry |
with 1ooations. His policy should |
be to get others to work around him, l
Their finds may make his own vulu-}
uble Plck and Drill.

STANDARD OIL IN
BAKER GOUNTY MINES|

|

A Baker City paper quotes a high |
uulhority as sayiug that the Hlumlur:l'
Ol company s preparing to enter
the enstern Oregon gold fHelds with
both feet, as it were. It is polnted
ont by the Baker City paper llmt*
Stundard Oil money red emed the
Cornucopin  mine, that the lron
Dyke has pussed back into the hands
of Reed and Shatto, by whom it
will be tranferred to H. H.
Rogers, Rovkefeller's right-hand man,
und  that the Bonanza mine, at
Gelser, owned by Pittsburg stock-
holders in Stapdard Ofl, will be
reopened  at  un  enrly day. The
Baker City paper snnounces that
Rockefeller has Interested  himselt
with Harriman in Western  railronds,
wnd thut w braneh line will be built
from Huntington down Soake river
to  Ballaed's Landing, to afford |
an ontlet for the lron  Dyke and
Cornnecopin ore,

Ntandard Ol people ure alrendy |
extensively Interesed in Sumpter dis-
trict mines, owning, besides the B n
nuzn, various properties along Silver
Creok, notably the Amazon, locuted |
near the slute granite vontact between |
the mother lode system and Cable |
Cove, It Is also believed that Stan-
durd Ol money I+ backing the
rehublitation  of the Balsley-Elk |
horn, Robbin i Elkhorn and Beaver,

Smeltcr for Lost Packer.

Munsger J. A, Uzizek of the Lost !
Packer mine, who s in the oity on
busivess, reports naving closed a)|
contruct  with the Colorado ¥iron !
Works for & smelting plant to be|
erected on the Lost  Packer prop- |
erty on Loon creek. The plant, |
whiech is of the pyritioc type, wili
have u daily capacity of 100  tous.
It is to be delivered in Mackay lry:
Muy 1 und will be in operstion on!
the Hrst duy of Septemer, It will
be erceted under the supervision |
of Clements & Strauge, couts;uction
engineers, The cost of the plant will |
be 00,000,  Mr, Czizek also reports
having completed the Hoance of the

Moutaun group of wmines o (!mleri

county, The force of men on this
property willlbe doubled snd the de-
velopment work will be  hastened, — |
Boise Statesman,
eS|

The flurry of snow in Sumpter last
night was geveral throughout the
distriet,

DISTRIBUTION OF
60LD PRODUGTION

Unprecedented as was the produc-
tion of gold in 1904, samounting to
£350,000,000, the production in
1905 is almost certain to exceed that
total, ana it is not unlikely to
reach the 400,000,000 murk. Ihe
estimated January production in the
Rand skows n laige increase over
December, and it is predicted that
the total Rand production this year
will reach about 850,000,000, or
£10,000,000 more than last year,
The large importatious of Chinese
Ilabor seams to justify this predic-
tion. KEvery kunown fleld of gold
supply I8 now in lull operation or in
course of development. Colorado has
resumed full miniong activities, while
the increase in production in Cali.
fornia, due to the new methods of
working low-ginde gravels, is one of
the striking results of lust year's
operations,

A large production of gold being
nssured, the question of most jnterest
is the distribution of the gold —how
much of it will go ioto the arts and

| scleuces, how much of it will go into

the world's stock ot mouney, aund how
mwuch of it will be hidden away no
ove knows where? It is with gold ae

L money or us a reserve against credit

that the business man I3 chiefly 1n-
terested.

It is o well known fact that not
all of the gold which is produced In
the world gces into the stocks of
mouney. Hetween 1B8HH and 1903
the amount of gold in the monetary
systems of the world ivoreased from
£4,008,800,000 to 806,382,600,000
a gain of #1,313,800,000. During
the seven years intervening between
18956 and 1903 the world's product
of gold amounted to 82,004,208, 300,

It will be observed that ouly sbout
G4 per cent of all the gold produced
in those yoars went loto the stocks of
money. Where did the remaining 36
per cent go toY

A large portion of it, of course,
went into the arts and fudustries of
the world. The commercial use of
gold s large, but the statistics
covering this use are necessarily de-
feotive, and, morover, the amouunt of
gold employed in the arts and in-

(dustries vuries from year to year,

The amount is usually computed at
25 to 3) per cent, " It may be larger
thau that, but there is reason to
believe that there is  portion ot the
gold which does not go into the mon-
etary stooks, aud 18 not used in the
arts and  sclences, that disappears
somewhere, nud quite likely wmay be
hidden sway ib secret places to serve
44 resorves iu cuse of sudden emer-
geuocies, P'rof. J. Laurence Laughlin,
writiug two years ugo, suid:

**The existing stock of gold, about
£0,000,000,000 or #10,000,000,000,
of which less than #H,000,000,000 ijs
used in the mounetury system ot the
world, is wow 8o large that nwo restric-
tious so legitimate bank discount can
be u:signed to a scanty world's supply
of gold for reserves. When the war
in the Trunsvarl broke out in 1899 it
was supposed by some that the sup
plies of gold for the reserves of
Europesn bunks would be curtailed.
T'wo years later the American reserves
bad inoressed by #150,000,000,
those of the Hauk of Kuglaud by
$15,000,000, the Bank «f France by
$100,000,000 aud the HBank of Aus-
tria-Hungary by #43,000,000, The
bauk of Russia, for aspecial reasous.
slone had lost gold. This outcome

was not surprieing. The explanation
is to be found in the vast supply of
gold not employed iu circulation iu
all countries, nor in the arts, but
held by institations or financial
houses, not obliged to make publio
reports of their holdings of gold."'
If this extraordinary statement is
correct the power of the holdera uf
these secret stores of the yellow
metal over the money market mnst be
far-reaching, and it would explain
some of those movements of mouey
which seem so puzzling avd myaster.
fous.-—Wall Street Jourual.

HAZELWOODS'S EAST
EAGLE GREEK PLACERS

Jack Hazlewood, part owuner of
the rich placer diggings on Eugle
creek, in the Panhandle of Baker
county, returned to Sumpter this
morning, to remain a few days until
the weuther moderates. He says the
thermomelers on Eagle creek bave
been dolng some sensatioual subzero
stunts this winter. Eighteen bLelow
zern was reached one day this week.

Mr. Hazelwood anuwounces that he
aud his partner, Thomas Brown, of
Sumpter, have everything in shape
for hydranlic work early in the spriug
at their Eagle diggivogs. The gronud
is exceptionally rich, some strata
running 81 per yard.

The placers of Eusgle creek have
been worked since 1863, The pro
duction has been couvsiderable. Iuv
'GY the distriet was kuown us the
CHoster and 2560 men were working in
it.

Specific Proof as to Mineral Lands.

The United States land office at
Oregon City has receutly rendered
two Important decisivns, the con
testants In both cases basing their
cluims oun the allegation that the
lands in question were chiefly wvalu-
able for mineral: whereas, the cou
testees had filed applications for the
respective tracts under the timber aud
stone nct. Both oases involve prae.
tically the same questions, and were
decided by Register A, N. Dresser and
Receiver George W, Bisbee, The
lauds are situated in  Linn  county.
After reviewing the evidence aund
oiting wvumerous decisivve, both
opinivns recommended that the pro-
test be dismiseed. '‘It has repeatedly
been held by the land depurtment,'’
reads the decision, ‘‘that the proof
of the mineral character of laud
must be specific and baved upon
actual production of miveral; it 1a
pot enough to show that adjoiniug
lande are of mineeral churncter,
and that the lands in coutroversy
may hereafter develop mineral te
such an extent as to show its mineral
churacter, but it must be shown as a
present fact that the lands wre min-
eral and not from a theory that the
land may bhereafter prodoce it."
This, in effect, is the dootrine Iaid
down iu both decisions, and atter a
summary of evidence, it wus conelud-
ed that the proof of mineral lauds in
question did wvot bring the same
within the rule,

W. E, Hurd bas sold the Goldens
Gate gronp of three claims and the
Rawbhide olaim, in Grapt connty, te
P. C. Merryfield, et al, for & nominsl
consideration. Auother late Graut
county mining deal was the transfer
of the Sunrise mive by J. H. Haggard
to Max M. Sbhillock.
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Ned Parker returned this furenoca
from Baker City.




