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dificult task to defend him, in tho[lﬁnﬂ. The commission, upon as-

H !tarut in Atchison, both the oom-
The Sumpter lvllnerilmm and prefered stouk being widely
: - 'held by investors, they control a
:mtﬂulanlly large block of stuck to
| render It impossible for soy other
| interest to secure cootrol of the
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abstruct. But even grantiug that

be is guilty, he was only dolog|

what every one around him wae
trying, or willing, to do, and mapn
la the creature of his euvironment.

sumivg its duties, was instruocted
to ‘‘report upon the condition ana
|effect of the present lawe,'’ and to
recommend ‘‘such changes ae are
 needed to effect the largest practical

vterea at the postofice In Sumpter, Oregon, for |

wansmission through the malls as second clasy
- atter

SUBSCRIPTION RATRS

One Year .
stz Months

ALWAYS IN ADVANCE,

Now, that a
Hawalian postoffioe has been detected,

shortugs In &

| COmPADY.
Lust fall it became kuown Lthat

| Kuhpn, Loeb & Company hbad pur-|
— chased W  blook of about 300,000 practice. Buch, bowever,
| whares of Atchison’in the open ruar-

ceavane l;»::{h.t. and that this‘y block of stock
" had been transferred to a group
|of oapitalist composed of H., H.

' Rogers, H. C. Frick.

man and several of their assooiates.
This is understood to be the lurgest

)t i evident that other things besides | blovk of Atobhison wsecurities owned

the constitution follow the radiant

Amerionn flag. !

Av Amerlcan egyptologist, Theo-
dore M. Davis, bes, sccording to a
dispatoh from Carlo, dlscoversd a

royal tomb In the welghborhood of |

Lazer full of antiquities, Includiug |
intaoct sarocopbagl, a charloy, furniture
and numerous other relios of a pust
age. The tomb was formetly opened
in the presenoce of the Duke and'
Duochess of Connsught.

This e the way the Minneapolis

Trivune views the rallroad rate
problem: Just as b trelght busi

ness, the big shippers getl rebates and |
spooinl concesslons, so the men hest
able to pay pawssenger fares puy the
leant, Most meu of wenlth have their
pusses and ride free everywhere. The
slondy travelers, whose expeuses ure
usually paid by their employery, the
lnrge busivess houses, travel on
mileage for two cents & mile. The
man who cannot use HO0 or 1000
miles, or who bhasu't the money
to pay 820 or #60 for » book, pays
the full taritf rates, 3 cents u mile,
The whole aystem I# upside down,
T'he wan who ships one car vught tn‘
have as close & rate as the man who
ships & hundred,

Our present bankruptoy law was an
ewergency gmessure resulting from
the panle of 1803, and the house
judiolury committes has deolded by
s vote of eight to wsix to report
fuvorably the Clayton bill to repeal
the act. The suthor of the bill,
Claytou, of Alsbama, says:

‘“It hus never been the polley of
the United Btates to have a perma:
pnent bankruptoy law, We think the
preseut law has wserved Ita purpose,
and that it should be repealed.
T+inl and experience huve demown.
strated the manifold imperfections of
this law, anl that many cases of
lnjustios have oome, and are con:
stantly comiug, from its operation,
We do not helleve that there is any
neoessity or wny genersl publio de.
mand for the longer retenticn of the
law. It bas tended to burden the
federal courts with litigation, whioch,
we belleve, could he just ws well
conduoted by the courts of the states.
The friends of the present basukruptoy
law, who belong to the ereditor clussy,
are constuntly endeavoriug to per-
feot this sotion into mere machinery
for the colleotion of debts, wini-
mizing or lguoriug ue far as possible
the primury purpose of bankruptoy
logisiation—the reliat of unfortuvate
debtors. '’

Heury H. Rogers sud Heory C.
Frick were receutly eleoted directorsy
of the Atobisou, Topeks & Sauta Fe
ratlway. This wation Is nocepted |n
Wall street as meaning that the Hu-
riman Standard Oil  interests are
pow \he dominating factor 1n the
company. While these intervst do

pot own an sotusl ooutrolling io:

by any single interest. The com-
pany has $102,000,000 common stock
and $114,000 000 preferred stook
outstauding. These eecurities how-
ever, are very widely soattered among
a large number of small investors.

The bureau of the oceusus has just
published its Bual and ocomplete re
port on the recent vensus of the min-
lng industries of the United States.
This census was vonducted in collab-
oration with the United States geo
logionl survey. It relates to the cal-
c(ndar year 1902 and forms a part of
the generanl work of the 12th census
of the United Stutes, belug one of the
specinl ingiries provided for in the
logislution .elating to that census.
A wummuary of the statistios relating
to mines and quarries has wlready
been presented to the publio in a pre-
limipary report published by the
buresu s# & bulletin about six mouths
#go. Thin was a pamphlet of 5HD
pagen. The report now lesued Is a
bound volume ot 1123 pages.

The statistion compiled in the
eluborate tables comprise dats of the
value and quantity of the product of
the mines, the cost of supplies and
muterials, the miscellaneous expenses,
the wnumber of wage earners Lthe
amount of their wages, the number
of olerks wnd saluried officials, the
kind wnd amount of power used, the
amount pald for contraot work, eto,

A separate section Is devoted to
the miveral industries of each state
and territory, sud it appears from this
list that Mississippl and the Distriot
of Columbia are the ounly political
divisions of the United States in
whioh the sound of the miner's piok
is not heard.

The agrioultural department, at
the request of Benator Dubois, bas
ordered a solentifio investigatinn re.
garding the effect of mine tailings on
the lauds along the St. Maries river
in the Cosur d'Alene mining dis
triot, It Is claimed that the various
ohemioals usea by these mines in
connection with their work, and de-
posited amloug the river banks, have
proven very disastrous to all vegetable
watter aud that duriug years past has
ounused the poisouing of thousands
of osttle. Senator Dubois says that
there is heavy litigation pending Io
the ldaho oourts as the result of
these foreign deposite along the St
Maries river and that something must
be doue for the protection of prop-
erty holders in that viclnity, 'This,
he belleves, will be done after the
department of agriculture makes a re-
port of Its Andings,

- - — -

Senator Mitobell is now wrestling
with, perhaps, the bitterest expe:|
ence to which man te subjevted--the
loss of the support and sympathy of
people whom he has befriended.
Though universal, that is the most
degrading blot on buman nature, If
the senator is guilty of al! the sine
of whioh be is accused, it would be a

There are men, of course, with whom 'dispusition of the pnblic’s land to

it 18 impossible to be dishonest, or
to engage in any questionable sharp
inherit
that sterling trait from a long line of
splendid anceatry, and they deserve
no especial commendation.

In the ouve of these epople who are

James Still- [tbrowing wup their bands in holy

horror because Senator Mitchell has
appurently used his official position
to make mooey for himeelf at the
expense of the government, and
sbandoning him to bis cruel fate in
his old uge, are clearly not aotaated
by any lofty ideals of honor, or re-
pugoance to acts of questionable
obaracter; but are prompted by a
spirit of oraven cowardive, are de-
serting a former friend because he |s
in trouble and needs their ald. Under
these ciroumstances, a real thorough-
bred would ‘‘stay with'' him till the
orack of doom. The act of his part-
ner, after admitting that he had per-
jured bhimeself, in turning state’s evi-
dence againet a pal—to use the
possibly inappropriate but expressive
language of the crimipal--is par-
ticularly despicable. Granting that
every nharge preferred against Sen-
ator Mitchell is true. he occuples a
less censurable position, in the eyes
of real men, than does his treacherous
partner, who offers as a ascrifice hie
associate, in order to save hie’'onw
bide.

Some writer on a Portland paper
bus conceived the fake story that
Baker, Grant and Malheur counties
are about to make 8 move to secede
from Oregon and bave themselves at-
tuched to Ildabo. Ot course, there
is no truth in the statement; but if
such « move were left to a vote of
these thrue counties, that thing would
unquestionably be done. The in-
tervsts of this section of the atate are
eutirely different from those of Port.
land and the Willamette valley, and
by the rotion of the latter during
twenty or more years past, have been
made antagonistic.

The westeru division of the state,
being much more thickly populated,
domipates the political; while Port-
land, owing solely to favorable freight
rates and to no enterprise of its own,
dominates the commercial affairs of
Oregon. Hoth politically and com-
mercially the coast country bas been
#0 narrow and short sibgted that it
bus alleniated the regard of the
east and we wre bound to |t, not
by cboice, but by pecessity. On
the other haud, our lpdustries and
interests are identinal with those
of ldabo and we would gladly oast
our lot with that state were it
possible,

A slmilar condition of affairs ex-
ist over in Washington and the prop-
osition hai bewn frequently discussed
by the press sud wen in publie life.
Owing to the wide difference of in
terests, au antagonism in govern-
wental affairs is slmost inevitable
and such a condition is detrimental
to both ections. Mouotain reuges,
pot rivers, are the natural dividing
line between areas of cvountry and
should also be Ip sepurating politioal
divisions,

Radical revision of land laws
affecting the publio domain is recow-
mended by President Roosevelt in a
wessage forwarded to oongress, In
whioch is contained a second partial
report of the house lande commis-

sion, appointed by bim October 23, |

' actual settlers, who will build homes
|luopn (hem,'' and to ‘‘secure in
| permanence the fullest and most
effective use of the resources of
the puilo lands."’

The report sumitted declares the
present laws unsuitable to the needs
iof the growing public domain.
Agrioultural possibilities are little
understood or even ascertained and
provision, the commission bellieves,
rhould be made for gathering the ex-
aot faots concerning what the Iande
will grow, if anytbing, and for bold-
iog for agricuitare such tracts as are
At tor it.

The revommendation for the re.
peal of the timber und stone acts is
renewed. The ocommission thinks
the sale of timber from ubnreserved
public forests should be authorized.
The immediate application of any
rigld ssytem to grazing lande is op-
osed, but the commission recommends
that the president be authorized to
set aside grazing districts by pro~la-
wation, said districts to be under
control uf the secretary of agrioul-
ture

The commission also recommendn:
““The right to exchange lands In
forest reservations for lands vutside
should be withdrawn:'' ‘‘provision
should by made for the purchase of
needed private lande invide forest re.
serves, or for the exchange of such
lands for tracts of like area wnd value
outside the reservations:'' ‘‘the
commutation clause of the homeatead
aot being fuund to work badly, three
years aotual residenve should be re.
quired before commutation;'’ ‘‘the
devert land act belng fond to lead to
monopoly in many oases, the area of
a deser: entry sbhould be reduced to
pot more thau 160 acres, actual resi-
dence for three years should be re-
quired, the actual production obn a
valuable crop on one-fourth the arems
and proof of an adequate water sup
ply beiog mnecessary.'’ The com-
mission concludes: ‘‘The funde-
mental fact that cbharacterizes the
situstion under the publiv land laws
is this—that the numbur of patents
issued is inoreasing out of sll propor-
tion to the number of new homes. '’

if Your Are Not Particular.

Don't travel over the Illinois
Central, as any old road will do yon
snd we don't want yoor patronage;
but if you are partioular and want
the best and mean to have it, ask the
ticket agent to route you via the
I1linois Central, the road that rune
through soild vestibunle traine be-
tween St. Psul, Omaha, Chlcago, St.
Louls, Memphpis and New Orleans.

No additional charge is made for
a seat in our reclining chair cars,
which are fitted with lavatories and
smoking rooms, and have a porter
in uttendance.

Rates via the llinols Central are
the lowest and we will be glad to
quote them in connection with any
transcontinental line.

J. C. LINDSEY, T. F. & P. A,
142 Third street, Portland, Oregon,

B. H. TRUMBULL, Commercial
agent, 142 Third street, Portland,
Oregon,

PAUL B. THOMPSON, Freight
and pawenger sgent, Colman balld
ing, Seattle, Washington.

8Sl4b woud fur kitohen stoves or
renges, only $2.00 per cord. —Samp-
ter Lumber Co,




