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Fifteen hundred tons of Alabama
pig iron have been sold in  Pitts
burg, for delivery during the first
three monthh,of this year, which
s rather a striking flostance of
“onrrylng cosl go New Custle."'

Members of the geneinl assembly
of Nevadu have received word from
the interior department st Washiog-
ton thut that state will be expected to
tuke stops al the next session of the
legisxlatare to stop the sale of liquor
slong the llune of the irrigation
onnals that sre bolng constructed o |
connection with the reclumation |
work. The depurtment insists that
the various states that sre sujoyiog
the benefits of the reclamation wota
must give hwd to the wsuggestion,
s the presence of liquor resorts
nlong the line of the canal has re-
snlted fu muyy sets of orime  and
werlously loterferod with the pross

oution of work,

The East Oregoninn onlls attention
of legislators from the western por-
tlon of the state to the fuot that
enstorn Oregon has always helped
them to get big appropristions for
their state lostitulons, and other
grafts, nud besosches them to recipro
ente now by assisting esstern Oregon
to secure logislution nocessacy to in
wnire the cousnmmation ot proposed
irrigntion projeota. Ignoring  hers
the palpuble feot that this is sucker
politios: that the way to get politi.
eal favors s to demsnd them on
sombir o strength that ean be de
liversd ut the present or in the im-
medinte future, and not beg for
them on the ground of past favors,
The Minor wishes Lo suggest to the

wnt Oregoninn that its own polioy of
knocking the miuing iuterests is not
the nome of wisdom, to smy the lendt,

mildly expressed.

|

Now Jorsey s making » tight on
the jpsurance company combine o
Newurk. Just why New Jersey should
fnterfere with n trust
that stute belng their favorite
fug plove, aud they the state’s chief
product, its fuvorite infant prodegy
indastry depouent doth not say, but
the Investigation s revesling sowme
futerestiug ulleged tacts.  The com - |
pavies declure, without » wink of
either eye, thut they wre only making
their Httle two per cont profit; also
tha! o certaln western stutes, where
the compnules are pot permitted to
get togther to wreange schedules of
clussifiontion, mtes are  uscessarily
higher. 'bat is doubtless an wppro
priate pivee of fnformation to convey
to the marines, but no man who has a
Nuture,givan Hesose to reside outside
ot un tusane seylum cau be made to
belisve that competition ralses prices,
thut u luw whioh really prevents a
combine,
Intes competition, increases rates,

breed- |
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Govervor Chamberlain recommends

that & law bo gawoded to tax publie
uti ¥ corpothtbeonniron u busis of

gross catulbgs,

It has

l

of nuy kiud, |
| United Stutes,

whioh uecessarily stimu- |

THE SUMPTER MINER

companies

suggested that mining
produc:

be taxed accordiog to the
tion of thelr properties, which In:
volves the same principle. ‘1be
Miner does not pose as an author-
ity on coostitutioval law, yet it
ventures the secoud-hand opinion
that in the oase of minlug companies,
swoch a law wounld not be declared
valld, should it be tested in the
conrta,

All who have lived in mining re.
gions, where the taxation of mines
hus been generally discussed, know
| that this system of taxation has
always been proposed and are
familiar with the constitutionsl
objection to i* Some people here-
abouty, however, bhave evidently
never heard the owse stated. The
way the lawyers put it ls that, ip
the eyes of the luw, miniog prop-
erty Is real estate; the sawe ae
turm lands. They say that it is an
estublished principle of law that
there must be no diseriminetion
between citizens on any proposition;

|lanr ugninst one property, in favor

of apother; or, In other words, all

men wnd property are equal in the
eyon of the law. 'I'bia bolog the |
case, Il a state taxes mives oo

their output, then farms must pay
tuxes on the same busls; If furmers
ure not so tuxed, then miners cannot
be foreed to contribute to the stute’s
revenues on that bavis.

Just think of the indignant howl
thut the farmers would utter sgninst
such an inlquitous law!

One Colorado mine, the Dassick,
Custer county, is celebrated for
baving produced £5,000,000, and
being nothing more nor less Lthan the
orater of an ex'lnct volecano, flled
with boulders In wsize from tiny
pebbles to huge rocks Nty feet
norons.  Thewe, conted with a soale
of tellurium ore, are often rich Io
xold, giving as high values ns #10
por pound. Soientists suppose ythis
sonle was deposited by the guses of
the volesun, and this ls the ouly
plaoe o the world where the evi-
dence seems to show that such a min-
orul depowsit from guses has been
mude,

Dr J. R. Whiteslde his returved
to Phosulx, Arlzons, from a trip v
to the Hig Bend oountry to the
norhwest of Chloride. He Is of the
opinion that there exists wany
rioh velus «f gold and sllver ores

' which were worked by a prebistorio

raoe  In the turquois mine wre to
be found numbers of crude lwmple-
ments with which the ancieut mined
the precious stone. These mines are
in the most secluded spot o the
It in Dr. Whiteside's
intention to return to the mines when
the ' enther moderates., and pursue
furthoer his sutiquurinu  researches,

The product of the mines of the

1
wren lonoloded fo the Louisiane Pur-

chuse, necording to the United Stutes
Bureau of Statistics, is a8 Tollows®
The conl produced in this area in
1002 amonutad to 30,000,000 tons,
agninst 14,000,000 jo 1890; the fron
ore to be 15,805,000 tons in 1902,
against 1,260,000 tons lo 1890; the
sliver product of '02 to $37,837,070
in coluing value, sguinst $44, 700,008
In 15800, and gold #39, 841,600 in
1902, against 210,650,000 in 1890,

' There Is sn old, true sayiog, that
[ ““there ure more ways of killiung »
|dn¢ than by choking him to desth
fwith butter.'” There are also more
| waye ot getting the beat of & public
lund deal then that wsdopbed by the

also  Leen Uregon crooks, which is - smetimés

daogerous. Furthe: east, where they
bave studied the science of ‘‘doiog"’
the public looger than we have oat
bere, they have gained greater skill
and proficiency, and do thioge
differently, A form of graft in pub-
lic' lands whioh bas heretofore attraot-
wd little attention, Las been recently
brought to the notice of the
governmeut, Ao effort is beiog’
made by certain interests, especially |
in South Dakota wusnd Colorado, |
practically to souul the old home-
atead law and substitute for it a|
640-acre or square mile homestead.
fhe movement is not in sccordavce
with the homestead Idea at ull, but|
is broyght about by the desire of
cuttlemeun to get poeession ol Iarge
tracts of laud for grazing purposes. |
Iu his address before the Korestry
Congress lust week, President Ruon-i
velt denounced the men who are bant'
on ‘“‘skinning the land'' instead of |
“*developlug the conntry.’’

Near the end of the last session of |
congress, u bill was passed substi- |
tuting & equare mile homestead in|
place of the 160-aore homestead, but
was wade to apply ounly to western
Nebrasks. At the present session
two similar bills have been intro-
duced by Representatives Brooks and
Martin, applyiog the same provision
to Colorado and the western part of
South Dakota.

it ia charged that these mesures |
are in the interest of stockmen and |
will prove a serious detriment to real '
sottlement and development. The
Nebruskn law contaivs a provision
that in case a man bad already Hfled
on 160 ucres as a homesteads, be!
should be entitled to take up an
adjoining 480 acres: and statements
bave come even from Nebraska that
vowboys bad Io advauce secured
fAlings on 160-ucre tract 9 and were
thus ensbled to take the additioval
480 more tracts for the benefit of
employers, while the real wsettlers
tvok second chance,

Between 18500 and 1810, the
world's 1roduction of eilver was
thout 4 to 1 in value, a8 cowpared
with the production of gold. When
in 1804 the new California and a few |
yenrs Inter the Austalisn gold Huds
wore made, the supual ontput of gold
80 increased that the yellow metal
output was soon more than 3 to 1
in value, compared with the silver
output, and durivg this grest chauge
o relative productioun the commercial
rutes remained comparatively stable,
due to the faot that the mionte of the
world took the precious metals and
made them into currency.

J. P. MoMuanus, of the Pilot Rock |
Record, takes the proposed reorgsui-
zation of the Golecondu as & ext for a
general roust of miniug wmen and
methods, severnl prominent meun of !
Sumpter beiug awmong  thuse con.
demned. Though ioacurate in his |
stutements and nway off in hir con-
clusions, the story wakes entertuin- |
ing, if not edifying and iostructive, |
reading matter—which Is doubtless |
what he was endeavoring to produce. i

There are at present 1,000 coal |
mivers on strike 1o Germany, with
the probability of 3,000 more jnln-!
fog in the movement soon. Kiug|
William, of course, has butted in and |
will endeavor to straighten thiugs
out, 'There is & chauce for him to
employ his long Idle army, give it
something it hasu't had for many
years, some real fighting. lLet the
miners take their position in the coal
bins, with their contents as smmupi-
tien and their strong right asms as
‘wespous, and see if the Germpn army '
ony) ghislodges them. . : {
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FACIAL RECORDS.

0
The following iustruments were
filed at the court house in Baker City

for record vesterdav:

REAL ESTATE TRANRFERS.
DERDP.

Guy L. Lindeay, cusbler, and wife,
to Geo, W. Jett, undivided !4 in-
terest in W. 's of N. K. 4 of E. '¢
of N. W, 4.8 17, T. 10, R. 37
2400,

Jobu Waterman wnd wife and Jno.
Schmitz and wife to Thos. Bessler,
Jr.. lots 9 and 10, block 27, Pacific
gddition to Baker City; 8150,

Thos. Bessler to Anvpa Bessler,
same; 1.

Avule M. Bessler and busband to
D. B. Hallisey, same; 8150,

Aoole Giles aud busband to Ira B.
Sturges, trustee, lots b, 7 and 8
block, 12, McCreary's addition to
Baker City; #3,000.

Ira BB, Sturges, trustee, and wife to
M. B. Whitehead, same; 81.

State to Leonard Turemau, 160
acres in 8, 2, T. 9, R, 30; 8200,

S ate to Johu M. Switt, E. '¢ of

'S. \" '4. s. 2“. T- B| Rc "0; ‘100-

1

Same to same, W, ': 8. E !4, 8.
28, I, 8, R, 40; #8100,

Same to J. M. Swift, E. '¢ of 8.
4, 8. 2, I. 8 R, 103 8100,
Same to same, B, ‘s of 8. E. 4,

8 7.7 8, R. 40; 81,000,

E.

Jobu Schmitz and wife to 8. O.
(’Drl’l!ll. Bo i‘: l‘. B. :lﬁ' Ta 8' R- 40;

81,500,

Jos. Schwartz and wite to Guy L.
Lindsay, eashier, E. 24 foot lot b,
block 3, Sumpter: 81,

(Geo. G. Pratt and wife to Chas.
Keller, lot G, block 1, Duaffey's
north addition to Richland; $2,000.

United States to Jacob F. Habn,
8, % of 8B, E Y%,8. 11 E 's of N,
E. %4, 8 14, T. TR, 44.

Leonard B. Foster and wife to
Johu Whalin, N. '¢ of 8. W. !4 of
N.E. % 8 6, T. 8 R, 46; 8720,

M. D. Simmouns apd twenty-tour
others to Waterbury & Allen Ditebh

| company, all their interest in said

diteh; stook.

Roy H. Miller and wife to Sam W.
Duncan, lot 7, block 37. Viovson's
addition to Sumpter, to correct; 870,

K. W, Eppioger and wife to W,
J. Putterson, undivided '3 Iioterest
in 5,000 acres east of Baker City, to
correct; 81,

Uunited States to beirs
‘Taylor, 160 acres in 8. 20,
28, T. 10, R 38,

United States to W. 8. Love, 8. )¢
of 8. E. %4, 8. 33, . 7, R. 44,

State to T. B. Taylor, B. E. 4 of
S E '%.8 16, T 10, R, 38; 850,

L. 8. Wiockersham to Aupna M.
Tuylor, lots 4 and 5, block 17, Pacifie
addition Baker City.

Lillie M. Fisk to T. B. Taylor,
hall interest in HOx 100 feet Gireen-
born City; 835,

W. R. Hawley to Thos Taylor
enst half lot 8, block ¢, Sumpter;
#l

E. A. Fish aud busband to D, B,
Hullisey, lots 5, 6, 7 and 8, Ylock
), Pacific addition to Baker City;

of Irma A.
21 and

-

$300,
Whitney Townsite company to
{Dora J. Eokmanp, lot 2, block a,

Tipton; #2100,

MINING MATTER.
DEEDS,

Heury Mentle to Geo,
baif interest in Mountain
Extension quartz miniog
£1,900,

Jeunnie Baisley to D, L. Moomaw
uodivided, 'y interest in *‘Cliog
Stone'' quartz miving claim; #1.

Jobhn C. Hoyce to Jobhn N, Shanks,
the ‘‘Stanford'’ quartz miving claim;

Q'Ccppor,
Chief
claim;




