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THE SUMPTER MINER

SUMPERITES BANQUET IN
SWELL GOLDFIELD JOINT

They Express a Poetic Yearning for Timber,
Water, Snow, Wives and Sweet-
hearts Left Behind.

Goldfield, Nevuda, Dec. 27.—
There was a gathering here on the
evening of Deo. 24th of a number of |
old ‘‘Sumpterites,’’ who commem- |
orated the ocoasiun In proper style, !
Of course, there was a ‘‘feast of
reason and a flow of soul’’ aud natur
ally enough the ‘‘flowing bowl'' was
not neglected. Out bere on the sand
duner of Nevada, it is pleasaut to
thiok of the green trees which line
the Blune moountaine and eveu the
suow at this season of the year is a
pleasunt reminiscence avd preferable
to the cloude of dust encountered
here. Last, but by no meuns least,
are fond recollections of sweethearts
left bebind.

In view of all this, it is emall
wounder, that the following ‘‘gang'’
assembled at the Palm restaurant, the
‘““awellest’’ cafe In Goldteld. It was
made up of Judge J. L. Evans, who
used to dispense even-handed justice

in Sumpter and who achieved the
distinction ot being the champion
“‘slongh'’ player in the ‘‘deestrict;"’
Arthur Pbhilbrick, Cbarlie Fenner,
W. T. Young, formerly of the May
Queen; Frank Murpby, W. H. Scott,
Charlie Warren of the Vulley Queen,
Jobu Davies, Dr. Pomeroy and T. J.
Costello,

It is quite needless to desoribe
what took place, because those who
kpow them can well imagine it. Anpd
then an elaborate bill of fare awaited
them, sharpened by two days of
abstinence from food aud drink.

It would puaturally be presnmed
that after having got through with
this meal, the boys would have been
‘.00 full for utterance,'' but they
weren't. It would take up too
much +pace tu tell all they id or
repeat all the ‘‘bon mots'' (that's
French) they got off. Philbrick's
effusion wus:

‘‘Here's to Oregon's timber, fish
and bhay,

Likewise Nevada's sunshine, silver
and gold;

1t will be many a long and weary
day:

This bupch will grow old and
feeble and gray.

When Otegoun's tiwber, fish and
bay,

No more sball be, aud

Nevada's sunshive, silver and gold

Sbhall fail to welcome all of thee.''

Then Tom Costello bad bis ip-
nioge:

‘‘Here’'s to dear old Suwmpter,

In the beart of Oiegon’s moun-
taine, blue;

Here—Mfll to the brim a bumper,

She's a friend ever tried and true."’

Judge Evaps, too, lapsed Into
por'tgm'lto Nevada, the lund of

‘0".
Where the coyote howle and the

wind blows oold,

We will never go back till we all
grow gold,

Without some of that stuff we all
oall old.”

Fraok Muzzy, with a young wous-
tache and imperial just started, raved
about the wives and sweethearts left
behind and Charlle Wurren bewalled
the faot that this district did oot
have Lwo or thiree of Sumpter's cap-
able newspaper men and balf a dozen
of it4 promoters. They were follow-
ed by Dr. Pomeroy, Davies and Scott
and the program closed with Cos-
tello's:

‘‘Here's to the knocker with his
awtul little bammer,

When he arrives in Hades:

The devil quickly raises all the
shades,

‘Come here thou thrine welcome
one

Sit on my right wnd simmer.' "'

The boys bad a jolly good time
and were ull on duck the next morn-
ing.

The following Suwmpterites who
were here and were kept away from
the banquet through other engage-
ments, or through fear of tempta-
tion, are: Charlie Peters formerly
with Attorney N. C. Richards and
who report eays is on the high road
to wealth, Sol Camp, Bill Kitchen,
Jim hiogan, George Barves, Heury
Braoning, L. C. HBeckwith, Ed
Smith, W, N. Kipecald, George BHid-
well, Wesley Warren, George Dun-
ham and K. R. Casper,

SIMPLON TUNNEL
NEAR COMPLETION

The close of the present year will
mark the completion of one of the
grentest eugineering works of mod-
ern times, the Simplou tunoel, pierc-
log the Alps and establishing a uew
fast mesns of communication and
trausportation between the north and
south of Europe,

The total leugth of the SBimplon
tuonel I8, accoridog to official fig-
ures, 19,791 meters, or about 63,-
310 feet.

It was expeoted that the two gangs
of workmen digging away from each
end of the liue would meet under the
mountain toward the end of last
mouth, but great and unlooked for
troubles were encountered, whioh
delayed the work to such an extent
that this povel meeting under the
moupntain bas been postponed, bat it
is a matter of only a few days before
thie will ocour asud the hole will be
complete. Conesiderable work, how-

" aver, remaine to be done after thie

5

GLAIM-JUMPERS AGTIVE
AT END OF OLD YEAR

The claim jumper will be abroad |
in the land tonight.

There promlises to be svmething
doing when miduight comes and
graveyards yawn,

One or two urreptitions expedi-
tions have planned to start for toe
hille ahout noon—armed to the teeth
and prepared to jump or be jumped
on.

The ouly aotive and visible sign
of preparation so far has been the
purochase by balf a dozen mining
men of snow-shoes, quart bottles,
location blanke and guns,

It is rumored that an expedition
has heen formed to jump the North
Pole mine. Tom Gray bas his eyes
on the Columbis and Tony Mohr le
expected to dissppear in the direc-
tiou of the Bonaunza,

Itis a fact worthy of note that
each year there in less claim jumping
in the Suwmpter distriot. Varlous
causes explain this phenomenon, lo
the firet place, nearly every operator
ip this oump does his annual ssses-
ment work. In the second place,
a broad feeling of liberality-—a desire
to give every miner a shuw for his
white ally —actuates the mining
population of this region. In the
third pluce. claim jumplog s «
recreation daugerous alike to life aud
limb., Fourthly, the weather Is
usually apything but salubrious on

Deo. 31 at midnight, Few men care
to make a snow shoe journey to sowe
wind -ewept peaktop, where the mer-
oury flirts outrageously with the
fgurea below zero,

Luast year there was very little
olalm jumping. It is true that an
armed body of men wmarched to a
fraction adjoluing the Columbia and
met avother armed body ocoming
from avother direction, There was
vo clash, except verbally, but the
ouse I8 now pendiong In the courts.

Advices from out Greenhorn way
say that the jumper will buve but
little to do this year. Proofs of
lubor huve walrendy been flled by
owners of almost every located olaim
iu that section.

As n usunl thiong, on the eve of a
New Yenr, the sule by wvewspuper
offlves and statiovers of blank looa-
tion notioes s very heavy. The
publisher of The Miver recalls that
two yoars ago today he sold fully a
bhundred loostion biwuks. A year ago
business fu this llone had dropped to
two dozen, This year, during the
woek, the total number of lacation
Liauks sold by this oflee would not
buy the printer chewing gum

All of which Is indicative of the
faot that ¢lalm owners in the Sump-
ter camp conslder their undeveloped
holdings of sutlicient value to fwmpel
them to do legnl assessment work as
a preocnution agalust jumpers

meeting before the work s Hulshed.

75,000,000 fravcs; that of the 8St,

At the present time the west Alps Gothard tunnel, nine and a baif

are plerced by two tunuvels, of uhleh:

one connects the other one--the Mout |
Cenis—with  France. There was|
always a nred of quioker transporta-
tion between Italy, on the oune hand,
and the worth of France and Eug-
lund on the other., The importance
of the Simplou pass has been known
for centuries, and during the years
from 1800 to 18056 Napoleon built
the famous road over the Simplon,
which, at that time, was one of the
greatest engineering achlevments,
The rond has been used up to the
present day.

When, in 18567, ocoustruction on
the Mont Ceuls tunnel was begun,
plaus had already been lald out for
rallrond tunnel through the Simplon,
and since then s number of plans
nud schemes have been submitted,
but it was only in 1804 thet actual
work on the Slmplon tunnel was
sturted,

The following Hfgures will be of
intereat, as they show the length of
the privecipal Alplue tuonels In
Switzerland, viz.: Arlberg tunnel,
33,072 teet; Mout Ceunls tuone,
42,400 feet; St Gothard tupnel, 44,-
952 feet; BSimplon tunnel, 65,310
feet.

Io other words the Simplon tunnel |
will be about 20,000 feet longer
than the tunnel under the Bt
(Giothard. What Immense engleering
diffivutlies have been encountered in
the cowstruvtion of the Bimplun
tuonel ocan bardly be told in sn
article of this kind. The pressure
op the tunnel is immense, the Sim-
plon Alps laylog over the tuunel to
a0 aversge helght of more thun 7,000
feet of the eutire length of the cut.

The coostruction of the Mont
Cenis tunnel took 14 years and ip-

volved an expenditure of nearly

yeurs, and ocst  over 50,000,000
francs. The Simplon tunnel, as
shown before, nearly owne-third
longer than the 8t. Gothard, has
been completed in a little less than
10 yenrs nnd has not cost over
70,000,000 fraucs,

The Simulon tunwvel consists of
two puralle! gallerios, the uxes of
which are 506 feet distapt of each
other and In Interavls of 700 feet
they are conveoted by & travsverse
seotion, However, only one of these
two galleries bas besn built out to s
rallirond tunnel, while the second
gullery will be completed luter on,
whenever truthio shall require it,

Stockmen Organize.

The meeting of the stookruisers
und oltizens of northern Graont, for
the purpose of opposing outside
stouk, was held at Hamilton on ri-
day, December 23, at which there
were quite & number of the most
promivsnt sheepmen and cuttlemen
present, The resolution staling the
objeot of the sssoclation was sguin
endorsed by this meeling, and the
organlization was perfected by the
election of KEmil Sobarff, of Monu
ment, ss president; H. Cralg, of Fox,
scorelury, snd W. W. Austin, of
Hamilton, assistant secretary, ['resi-
deut Schartf appoluted W.Austin, J.
D, Cuseday snd W, Bwick, a com-
mittse on constitution and by-luws,
with lostruoctions to ceport at the
next meeting. Emil BScharft, Law-
rence Sweek and Joho Jouss were ap-
pointed & committee on publication.
—HBlue Mountain Easgle,

J. Win Wilson, of the Listen Lake
wine, returved from a business trip
to Baker City this morning.
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